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THE PREFACK 



The Ssmpills of Beltrees w^e a distingabhed {amilj 
—not moie so by the nobility of their descent than their 
genius and literary acquirements. It is assuredly of rare 
ooearrence that the poetic temperament descends from 
&ther to son, or that a taste for letters becomes heredi- 
tary in a family ; but such was the case with the SempiUs 
of Beltrees. Sir James, the grandfather, Bobert, the 
son, and Francis, the grandson, were all men of letters ; 
and have each left behind them incontrovertible evidence 
of their attainments. Sir James Sempill no doubt claims 
the first attention, if not from innate superiority of talent, 
at all events from seniority, and the high position which 
he occapied at the court of James the Sixth ; though 
the productions of his son and grandson have enjoyed 
a d^ree of popularity denied to the more grave writings 
of the polemic and courtier. 
It has been matter of surprise that the poetical eflfii- 
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sions of 80 remarkable a fiBunily should never before have 
been ooUected. Laudatory notices of them are to be 
found in numerous works ; still tbere was a vaga^iess 
about their real position in the '' Bepublic of Letters." 

The Sempills of Beltrees have often been confounded 
with Robert Sempil, author of " The Begentis Trage- 
die," 1570, &c., whom Sibbald conjectured to have been 
Robert, fourth Lord Sempill, but whose identiftj at this 
momeal remains as doubtful as it did before Sibhald 
ventured to give any opinion on the subject* Oertain it 
seems, however, thai none ci ike Lords Sempill were 
poets; and although it is altogether extraofdim^ ihat 
the identitj of an author of so mudi ability and reputa^ 
tion as Robert Sem|^ should have been lost sight of, 
stiU it is nevertheless true that it has hitherto eluded all 
research. The Sempills of Beltrees were altogether dis- 
tinct fiN>m this writer. Robert Sempill of Bdtrees did 
not exist at ihe time Robert Sempil, author of '^ The 
R^entis Tragedie," flourished.* 




Tni|;odiV , ^ ^», , ^. 

fftosimile reprint in black letter of the *' Sege," with an introductory 
notice, appeared in 1813. Small 4to.]->-and several poems published in 
*' The .Evergreen," hy Allan Ramsa/, 1724. All that seems to be 
Icnown of him is contained in a somewhat orerstrained etilogf hj 
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The poetical writings of tike Sempillfl of Beltreas , in 

a coDeeted focm, has long been oonddered a desideratum. 

The late Walliam Motherwell, Esq., entertained fiNr 

many years the intention of supplying the want. In a 

ktter to his fiiend Mir Laing, in 1826, he says, ** I 

would like in Terity to get on with the Sempills* 

You were so good as to promise you would inquiie 

at Mr Chalmers if he had any notioes of Ae Sem- 

pills/' fte. In referenoe to the design of Modierwell, 

the editor of Hamilton of Wisfaaw's ^ Lanark 'and 

Benfrewshize,'* published by the Maitland Club in 

1831, says— ^ the Sempills of Beltrees are distinguished 

hy a kind of hereditary affiance to letters and the muses, 

md yarioos eminently sueoessful efiusions have been 

•ficnbed to individuals of the fiunily. There ean be no 

Afmbt ihat a caceful eoUectioQ of dieir poetical writings, 

Bcoompanied with memoirs of the writers, would prore 

liigUy acceptable and useful to Scottish literature ; and 

^9 it is gratifying to learn, has in some measure been 

pnnaised by a gentleman of the neighbourhood — one 



^pttar iD ills « Hiitoria SeclMiastiea Oentis S«otonim: itve de 
^ptoribuB ScotU," published by the Bannatyne Club in 2 vols. 4to. 
ik ' ^ coHeetion of fiempii's poems, with some anthentio aoeovat of 
uie aiiihor, is certainly a desideratum in Scottish litervture, which the 
pnousner, Mr SteYen8on,may at no distant period endearour to supply. 
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irliOBe acqiiiiintiince and aoqiiirsmeQls in all thai relates 
to the mjBteies of minstrelsj, mnrt make the subject 
pecaliarly bis own, cannot taSL to ensue the most satb- 
fiusfeorj lesnlt of his laboon.** Moiherwelly however, 
appears never to have proceeded any loi^gih in his long- 
spoken of collection. In a letter to the now deceased 
Gilbert Ogilvie Gardner, Esq. of Marjoribanks, dated 
'* Conner 0£Sce, Ghisgow, March 4, 1831/' he sajs 
— " For this some time I have been collecting mate- 
rials for an edition of the poetical works of Sir James 
Semjnll, Francis and Bobert Sempill,* bnt the great 
difficulty of procuring early editions of such of . their 
{»eces as have been printed, and the still greater difficulty 
of recovering those which are still in MSS., have hither- 
to prevented me from going to press." After the death 
of Motherwdl, the late P. A. Bamsay, Esq., entertained 
the idea of going on with the intended collection ; but 
he was prevented by the same difficulties. 

For this, the first and only collected edition of the 
poems of the Sempills of Beltrees, the fiiends of Scot- 
tish literature are in a great measure indebted to the 
indefatigable zeal and enterprizing spirit of the publisher, 

* Motherwell does not seem to haye been aware that Robert was the 
father of Francis. 
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Mr Steyensoh, whose taste and discrimination in matters 
of this kind distingnisli him as a bibliopolist. In the 
execution of the work we have been most kindly and 
disinterestedly assisted by Dayid Laing, Esq., a gentle- 
man whose ready aid to men of letters, and whose hibonrs 
in collecting and illustrating the works of the early Scot- 
tish poets, cannot be overrated. We owe also a debt 
of gratitude to James Maidment, Esq., the benefit of 
whose unique gleanings and invaluable aid we have ex- 
perienced on more occasions than one. To Hamilton 
Gray Qardner, Esq., W.S., our thanks are especially 
due for the use of the manuscript poems of Francis 
Sempill in his possession, most of them now published 
for the first time; and though last not least, to An- 
drew Crawfurd, Edq., Johnshill, Lochwinnoch, to whose 
" Caim "* we are indebted for many of the facts and 
papers illustrative of the Beltrees family. In acknow- 
ledging this gentleman's assistance, we cannot allow 
the opportunity to pass without expressing our high 
estimation of his unostentatious, long-continued, and 
valuable researches. We have occasion to know that his 



* A series of manuscript rolaxnes, containing historical, genealogi- 
cal, and other information, chiefly local, collected by Mr Crawfurd, 
under the title of the ** Lochwinnoch Caim." 
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jmdj aisisianoe in aiding litenvy enierprise has not 
alwaja been aoknofwled^^ as it ought; and this is the 
noie inez0Duable that he is so liberel m oontribotiiig the 
fruits of his arduous laboois. 

In the Appendix will he found ▼mioue papefs, printed 
bom the original docomeBis, illnstetive of the histcny of 
the femilj. Fiora the maaner in whidi dieee eame to 
hand they could only be generally leferred to in the 
« Genealogical Account of the Sempills,'' but the reader 
will have little difficulty in discoviering their bearing on 
the text, or the separate interest they may possess. 

EdinburEfh, June 1849. 
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SEMPILLS OF BELTREES. 



I. John Sempill of Beltrees was the son of Robert, 
third Lord Sempill, called the " great Lord SempiU," hj 
his second lady, Elizabeth Carl jle, daughter of Lord Car- 
lyle,* of Torthorald, in Dumfiies-shire. 

William, the second Lord Sempill, obtained a charter of 
the five-pound lands of Beltrees from Queen Mary, dated 
October 1545.t These lands previously belonged to a 
fjftmily of the name of Stewart. William Stewart and 
Alison Kennedy had a charter of them from King 
James III. in 1477. This &mily failed in the person 
of another William Stewart of Beltrees in 1599. ij! 

* This title l>ecame extinct in 1579 or 80. The heiress of the estates 
married Sir James Doiurlas, natural brother to James Earl of Morton, 
and her eldest son, Sir James, was created Lord Torthorald in 1609. 

t Crawford's History of Renfrewshire, by Semple, p. 48. 4to. 1782. 

t He seems, from the foUowine entry, to have become a citixen of 
Glasgow :—** 18^ Junii, 1576, To William Stewarde of Boltreis, in pairt 
payment of his ouregevine and kyndnes of the denys (Deans) hons, to 
the Pronest and towne, t lib.**— <Bnrgh Records, p. 49. 4to. 1832.) 
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Beltrees, in the parisli of Lochwiimocli, BenfirewBliirey 
became the patrimony of John Sempill, son of the *' gieat 
Lord SempilV* as already mentioiied. He married, in 
March 1564-5, one of the " Queen's Maries " — Mary 
Livingstone, sister of William Lord Livingstone,* who 
was attached to her Majesty as a companion or servant 
from her infemcy till her dethronement, and enjoyed 
a large share of her Majesty's oonfidenoe and esteem. 
Knox, in his rude style, says, " Bot yit wes not ihe 
Goiirte purged of hureis and htiredome, quhilk wes the 
fontane of sik enormiteis; for it w^es weill knawin, thai 
schame haistit manage betwix Johne Sempill callit 
the Danser, and Marie Levingstoune, sumameit the 
liustie.t What bruit the Maries and the rest of the 
dansaris of the Gourte had, iheballattes of that aige| dkL 



* ** Alexander 5thf Lord Liviiigstone was a man of great intmity 
and honour. He was entrusted with the care of Queeq Mary's educft- 
tioB in her ronng and tender years, and discharged his duty with great 
fidelity His second wife was Lady Agnes Douglas, daughter of John 
second Earl of Mortoim, hy whom he had six children. Among them, 
Mary Livingstone, who married John Sempill of Beltrees, son of Xiord 
SempiU."— pouglas's Peera|:e, p.Jto Tolio, 1764.) 

t The comely, or good-lookix^ not corpulent as the word now sig^ 
nifies. 

• • ■* • 

X- The. hallads^ to which Knoxcpeeially aUndes are not known to he 
preserved. Tarioos jenactmen^ and px«clamations were made -ftvm 
tfane- to time prohihiting,- in I66£^ 'for instance, " the odeous baUates 
and rymes laitly sett finrth be snme eyill inclinit personis of your 
tonn.'Ml^»tland's History of Edinburgh, p. 14.) 
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witnes, quhilk we for modesteis sake omit/** On the 
Pth. Maich, 1564*5,. Queen Mary* granted a charter of 
the hmds of : Auchtermudity,^ in Fife, and the lands 
Hud lordship' of Stewarton, with the feu maill, &c. in the 
Baillierie of Cnninghame [Ayrshire]) to ** John Sempill^ 
sone to hir cousin Bobert Lord Sempill, and Marie Le* 
yingstone his spouse, sister to William Lord Levingstone *' 
in consideration that .^^ it had pleisit Ood to move thair 
hartes to jojne togidder in the stait' of matrimonye/- 
And this " thair godlie purpose hir Majestie nawyis 
willing, to impede or hinder, bot rather to sett the 
samyn fordwart," at the same time gave and granted to 
the. said John and Mary yarious lands in the barony of 
Strathbogy, Aberdeenshire, and of Ormischuc, in the 
Bailliery of Giininghame, Ayrshire.t The first of these 
grants was ratified in Parliament 16th April 1567 ;t 
and the same &your was continued by James the 
Sixth, on the p^ult November 1581, from his general 
Revocation of grants. Both " John the Dancer," and 
" Mary the Lusty/' tiius seem to have been particular fit-* 

t ■ 

* History of the Beformation. hamg'a edition. Vol. 2, p. 415» Bto. 
Bdin. 1848. 

t Register of Signatntes. 

X See Appendix, No. I. — How long these lands remained with the 
Beltrees family does not appear fVom their papers. Sif James Sempill, 
son of John, had a ratification of the infeftment of Stewarton iu lol2. 
— (Robertson's Description of Cuninghame, p. 313. 4to. 1820 ) 
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Tourites of Queen Mary. Bobert, the third Loxd Sem* 
pUl, father of John, granted to the young couple, in 
1564-5, the 50s. land of Galderhauch, with the fishing at 
the mouth of Galder-'water, to be holden from Lord 
Sempill in *' few blench,'* or payment of '' one pennie upon 
the grand thairof, gif it be askit allanerlie.** 

John, first Lord Sempill, founded and largely endowed 
a collegiate church, near to his mansion of . Gastlesempill, 
for a provost, six prebendaries, and two singing boys, 
in 1504, confirmed by a charter of James lY . in 1506. 
He also annexed the rectory of Glasfoid, in Lanarkshire, 
to this church, which was called " the Kirk of Sempill." 
John Sempill of Beltrees became piX)Tost of the church, 
and soon after the Beformation reported that the re- 
venues of his parsonage of Olasford were let for £40 in 
money, and two chalders of oats, yearly, of which he 
had received nothing since he was appointed provost.* ' 

In 1577, John Sempill of Beltrees was convicted, and 
had the " Dome of foirfaltour pronuncit aganis him,*' 
for art and part in a conspiracy to slay the Begent Mor- 
ton. This afl&iir is stated in the " Criminal Trials,"! *o 

• Ohalmen' Caledonia, vol. 3, p. 828. 4to. 1824. 

t Ancient Criminal Trials in Scotland, from 1488 to 1624, with His- 
torical Notes and Dlustrations, by Robert Fitcaim. 3 yols. 4to. Edin. 
1833. 
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haTe takeu place in January 1577 : ** QuhUk conspira- 
cioone and conferanoe thairof wes luit be the said Jolmne 
Trithin the Kirk and Kirkland of Paisley, and uther 
places." It is ^ well known that the Begent Morton 
carried matters with a high hand, and a deep feeling of 
opposition prevailed against him. This affidr is nar- 
rated at some length in " The Historie and Life of King 
James the Sext ;"* and Craufurd in his ** Memoirs "f 
gives the following explanation of the matter : — 

" In the b^inning of the year 1577, a circumstance 
occurred which the Begent eagerly seized upon as a fit 
opportunity for again oppressing the Hamilton &mily. 
Queen Mary, previously to her retreat into England, had 
bestowed upon Mary Livingstoun, one of her maids of 
honour, a certain portion of land. This lady had mar- 
ried John Sempill of Beltrees,. and Morton, to one of 
whose estates the property lay contiguous, resolved to 
reduce the deed of gift, and convert it to his own use. 

* " The Historie and Life of King James the Sext: being an Ao- 
connt of the Affairs of Scotland Arom the year 1566 to the year 1596; 
with a short continuation to the year 1617." Edited by Thomas Thom- 
son, Esq. for the Bannatyne Olnb. 4to. Edin. 1825. 

t Memoirs of the Affairs of Sootland, containing a fnU and impartial 
aeconnt of the Revolntion in that Kingdom begnn in 1567. Faithfnlly 
published ^m an authentic MS. by Her Maiesty*s Historiographer for 
the Kingdom of Scotland fBayid Crawfnrd of Drumsoy] 8vo. Lon- 
don, 1706. 
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The businesfl ms acboiSiiigly bnmgbt befq^ the Court 
of Session, where ' Morton^ urged that the gift was nrtVL 
and void, as the Crown lands could not be alietiated. 
Beltrees Imswered ' That it was a plain deed of gift, un- 
der the Oreat - and Pnvy Seal, and therefore could not 
be recalled.' The plaintiff, howeVer^ was boHi party 
and judge, for he sat in person tb browbeat the judges ; 
and the defender, Sempill, steing his plea likely to be 
lost, in a great rage openly protested tiiat if he lost 
his suit he should lose his life too. His uncle, White- 
fbird of Milntoune^ fell into the same violent passiolt, 
and alluding to Morton's low stature, said ' that "Setb 
was but a dwarf compai^ to Mortbun.' These and other 
intemperate expressions uttered out of Court, gave' tiie 
Begeiit a handle, and plrooeedings were instituted tigainst 
both uncle and nephew. Beltrees wab taken in to Edin- 
burgh, but Milnetonn absconding was apprehended at 
Bute. A report was industrioudy spread by the aesh 
tares of die gov^emmeiit, that' these two persons had been 
^ed by Lord Claud Hamilton to murder the B«gent^ 
and the torture was had recourse to, to make them cri* 
.minate that nobleman. Beltrees, naturally weak and 
tiinoroUs, sunk under the first application of the Boot, 
tod confessed tBTerything they ^hed ; but Milnetoun, a 
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man of a more deteormined spirit, resolutelj bore all their 
tOAneuts^whh tmdiiaken constancy, and asserted Us own 
tod Lbid Claud's innddence. He wa£ shortly afterwards 
^harg^ y ^but such «ried attd axbitraay inroc^edingB 
^ted the higher indignaiticMi, and made MortoiK's geyem<^ 
a»iit be tmirergally ^ete&ted " •' ' 
-^ Johti S^mpiil of 'fidtrees died 25th April, 1679. 
Thb appears from hil^' Istttisr-wiU, which ^its recorded 
19th Febniaty,'a5ei [1581-23 :— « The Testament Da- 
tive and LiTentar of the gudis, geir, sowmesof money 
and deltis pertening to uniquhile- JoHNS STlfPli/L-of 
Btiltie^, within the Sheriffdome of Benfrew, the tyme 
of hig deceis, quha deceist vpon the xxv day of August 
I".v^.bcxix zeiris — feithfullie maid and gevik vp h6 
Marie Levingfttoun his relict [spous] in name and behalf 
of Arthour, Johne and Dorathie Sympillis, lauchfull 
bftimis to the Deftmct.'* • 

' No Meiiition' is here made of James, the eldest son; 
but this may be accounted for from the fact of hiff being 
(ftherwise provided for. 

' The ** Summa of the Inventar" was " ix«lxxxj libs, 
xrjs. viijd."— " Summa of the Dettis awand to the 
ddd, iiijmiij^'xxxiij lib. vjs. viijd.** — " Sunmia of the 
Inventar. and Dettis, £5,315. 3. 4." These sums were 
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*' to be dividit into time pairtu, the Beidis pairt, 
I™.Tijelxxj lib. xiJ8. yd." *^ Quotta oompoiiitar pro 
zxx lib." (Soottisli money). The ** Dettis " consisted 
of the following : — ^* Item, thair was awin to the 
said nmqnhill Johne Sjmpill of Bnltries, be Francis 
Erie of Bothwell, Conunendator of the Abbay of Kelso, 
ane zeirlie pensionn restand awand out of the said Ab- 
bade, be the space of thiettein zeiris preceding his deceis, 
extending zeirlie to fiyve hundreth merkis, Snmma 
TJ™y« merkis."* This debt having been resting owing 
for the space of thirteen years prior to the death of John 
Sempilly it consequently dates back to the year 1566, 
when the pension was probably first granted. No notice 
of it occnrs in any of the gifts of the Grown to Sempill. 
Mary Livingstoun, Lady. Beltrees, had a charter from 
Robert, fourth Lord Sempill, superior, in liferent oi 
the ten merkland of Thridpairt, and her son, James Sem- 
pill, in fee, 20th January, 1583. The curators for 
James Sempill were William Lord Lewingstoun, Hew 
Montgomerie of Hesilheid, and Duncan Lewingstoun, 
burgess of Edinburgh. Lord Sempill confirmed his grand- 
father's charter of Thridpairt, granted in March, 1564-5. 



* Accordineto the rate of Scottish monej, this 6500 marks amount- 
ed to the £4^ 6s. 8d. included in the snm of the inyentorj. 
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The charter of oonfirmatioii was subscribed at Edinbuigh, 
before Thomas Sempill, Mathew Sempill, &c. Bobert, 
the fonrth Lord Sexnpill, or his curators, seem to have 
refused the ratification of the charter of the 50s. land of 
Calderhauch, granted bj Bobert, the third Lord Sempill, 
to his son and Mary Livingstone in 1564-5, for Ladj Bel- 
trees raised an action before the Lords of Council, 25th 
February, 1583, to compel his doing so. The Lords 
pronounced their " Decreit, that Lord Sempill shall war- 
rant and defend Mary Levingstoun, &c., of the 50s. land 
of Galderhaugh, with the Fisching at the water mouth of 
Galder ; and also the ten merk land of Thridpairt, with 
the Manner-place, Mylne, and the Fischings." 

II. Sib James Sempill of Beltrees, son and suc- 
cessor of " John the Dancer," and author of " The Pack- 
man's Paternoster," was bom in the year 1566. He 
was served heir of his father, John Sempill of Bel- 
trees, in the lands of Auchtermuchtie, in Fife, in 1588. 
He had a ratification of his infeftment of the lands of 
Stewarton from James VI., 12th Oetober, 1612.* He 
married Egidia, or '^ Geillis Elphistoun, sister of Maister 

* These lan<h mnst hare been alienated from the Beltrees family be- 
tween 1612 and 1633, in which latter year the acts of Parliament show 
that they belonged to the Cnninghamet of CorsehiU. 
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George Elpliistoim of Blythswod," in 1594. The cofntrsct 
of marxiage is dated 12th Jime o£ 'tfatt fflsar, H^ tnfeft h& 
in the ten merk land of Thridpairt, 16th JTuly, 1594. 
Her taton were Bobert Chimsjde of Over Foesill, Ma- 
i^ot Soott, his wife, Mr George Elphinstone, her- brother, 
ise. Sir Jamee appears to have received his edacati<Mi 
along with James the ISizihy who ei^er afterwards main-' 
iained tibe highest esteem for him. This fact is stated ia 
a mannsoript fragment, written bj Mr George Crawfard^ 
tiie hiirt^an of Renfrewshire, foimd amongst the Beltrees 
papera. The MS. is as foUows :-^ • 

Vita Jacebi Semplede Beltrees militis, 1626. 
Sir James Semple of Beltrees* was son of John S. of 
the same place, who was son of Robert Lord Semple by 
his second lady, Elizabeth Cairlyle, dr. to the Lord Thor- 
thoiald. 

' " Our anther's mother was Mary Livingstoun, dangh- 
ter of the Lord Livingstoun, one of the Maids of Honour 
to Queen Mary. Sir James was bom about the year 
1565. His mother being married the preceding year, 
and being of an age with King James ye 6t, had his 
education with that learned Prince, with whom he be«- 
came a most intimate companion, and enjoyed some very 
honourable offices in the State. Particularly, I find hioi 
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SeciatjW7*£lepate» and' Baddent »H Ldkidoim. 
ase veiy hoaovmbledocaxiieDts iftt tiie hands t>f InB rae- 
eesseor. He^jed'in tih9 yea^tilSiGc hucnng Bobert^ 
his aoQ. a^d. hieir^ (iothcHr ^of rHabUe 5imflDn^)-and itwo 
dangfcytos;^ JUbuy^ nianied taCbUmCJuiipbelliof Arkhig- 
lassi^and Margivfof, ifco:Wdtdr ItFafland of 'Aibcha^.^ . 
. Jaibes yit*}vraaim-fa0fegoS-&ilMFio SitrJkmes 6em- 
pill, thdigh dn xD&irt; andlimaonscaQiiA^F k at thor tinfe. 
4Audi^g :to thid circuinstaiuae^ Sir James^ in Mat ** Saeii* 
leg^ Sexsr^fBmSSKA^^*^ s^jsi'fYisAiixiioli what intorast 
I h9.^e/abo iuofiir BacBed JQoimJ; . Even dewtedio his sdr- 
noe^by myf'paitete^^befoieJlnKas; thereftflei-^ tiisned in, 
a^d after his Maje^ti^ owne nanie; before hi^s^lfe could 
know it ; yet after knowledge, confirmed, and m; hi^ H. 
OQurt, almost evtrttncerboUf liittrsdd^d schooled. . And 
«o is.'oiiir Jkmdy ike Sing > of my /birth ; the Master of 
2nyserviibe;..t3ie &ther of mj^iisbae.; sfininet'Qf myin^ 
.tojrei and rthe Gamaliel o£ my iedneatian';' at whose 'f«6t 
(no, at iraSiose dibo\i^» and ftnm whose' month). I' cdoiflMse 
J have «ttckt the best of whatsoever may bee thought 

good in; me.! \ H>'r\.. J.-i: in.. iU. ; a •' '■' : '■> "«.- ,v 

Sir James SempiU had thus^ the advantage of being 

- ■ . 

* " Sacrilege Sacredly Handled, that is according to Scriptnre only; 
for tlie Use of all Ohnrches in general, bat more especially for those of 
North-Britaine. Small 4to. £ond.l619." 
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initracted by thi 
Bachanan ; and i 
we maj attribute 
Latinity; but Lea 
of St Andrews. Si 
1599. The origin 
him while there, is 
aocuzate transcript c 
tinuation of Granfi; 
substance of it was i 
by the late Mr Max% 
its blunders, into the 

** Letter from Kin 
in 1699." • 

" Mr James Symp! 
our Affiures at Lond 
will and we commai 
««. our* aeruitor Be 
hundreth pundis sterli 
of this yeiris annuitic 
defray of sumpairt of h 
thair, and to be sustea 

order be foUein for the ^ ^.ui, of sic debtis juT^ ^'*™* 
"° ** x^estaa<i 

♦ Indorsatioii. 



THE SEMPILLS OF BELTKUES. XXXl 



awand to him Quhilk soume salbe tliaokfiillie allowed fo 
jow upoun compt keipand thir presents in his discharge 
uponn the ressait thairof for jonr wairand. Subscriyit in 
our hand, At Linlytgow the xii. day of September 1599. 

(Signed) " JAMES R." 

Sir James was recalled in February. The following 
passport, by the Queen of England, is also among the 
Beltrees papers : — 

" An order for Sheriffii, Justices of the Peace, &c, to 
provyde Sir James Sempill with sufficient post Horses to 
serve him in his Betum from England where he had 
been sent Ambassador from the Scotts King to the Queen 
of England : 1599. * 

" Whereas the Leard of Beltreys beyng sent Ambas- 
eador from the Scottish Kinge unto hir Majestie, ys now to 
jpake his departure againe into Scotlande, This is there- 
foife to will and command you in Her Majestie^s name 
not onlie to see him frimished of sufficient good hable 
poste horses for himselfe his servants and guides from 
place to place to the towne of Berwick, But also to see 
him in his said Journey used with all favour and cur- 
tessie Whereof &ylle you not as you will answer unto 
the contrarie. From the Court at Bichmonde the 23d of 
February 1599 (1600). 



* Indorsation, in a rather modem hand. 
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^' To ftll MajoiSt Sheryriai Jiutyoqn^ BailTlei, C<»tfte^ 
bleB, Headbproughi, Apd.iiU ofOier.ber IK^estiee^ OflKeen 
«id others to whom it shall appertftyn iMid to.eyery of 
them. ...» , . / 

** Sic subsdibitur, 

*'J9Q.JS(^WT0K. 
ift^ Q0)«mOK. 

Xt'SilJCIlHXJBST. 
Rq. iNoBTHu 

J. .FoBffBsaraJ'f 

. Noi.long. aftet Sic James .Sfim^'n: retain to Ae Scsoi- 
.tisb Govt.bo Waa. otade Knigfcti Badbalor; a&dis; IfiQl, 
jent ambassador torFxaaoe^' HeipceoeeM iby Knglan^ 
the ficieadljit^rms on^.f^rluoh tbo Ivra oovntaies then mr6 
afibrdiag evefj feoUity for tvaveltiiig. bj Doyer tOiFxanoe. 
Jhe foUowing Uow^'fiipm.ihe^EngUsh Com^ ie said^J^ 
Samploy to baamoaf the BeltEMa.papers.; Jmtat^p»^ha- 

■ - .■■■.''■■I !.■■ ■ .1 !■■ i >' j'f » : ' ■ ! f - . 4 '^- ' fj^ ^ 

* In the State Paper Office^: P* 20. T. 2^ t2»ere are t^re^ leiiei;^firQm 
Sir James Sempill of BeltreeSi wHiIe ambassador at Xiondony to Sir 
Robert Cecil, ine Secretary of State. ThwjBT^ prettily. mriiJ^m on 
ffilt paper, and be signed bis name ** JA. Semfill OF Beltreis." 
The first is dated London, dd November, 1689;- the second; London, 
17tb November, 1689 ; the third, London, " This Friday at night : This 
mnoh on my going away/'— MS. NOTE BT THE Author of Caledonia. 



I 
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blj liaa been lost, as it did not torn up in our search. 
We therefore quote from Semple : — 

" Whereas Sir James Semple knjght servant to the 
King of Scotts is to make his speedy repare into France 
for some specyal servyoe of the sayd King these are 
therefore to will and requ jre you and every of you not 
only to suffer him and his servants quyetly to passe with- 
ont any unnecessarie lette or interuptione but also to see 
them provyded of su%cient and hable post horses toge- 
ther with guydes from stage to stage to the towne of 
Dover at such reasonable pryces as are accustomed to be 
payed in lyke cases and thereof not to f&jl as you will 
ansuer for the contrary at your perill. From the Courte 
at Bichmond the 4th Octr. 1601. 

" To all hir Majesties sherifes justyces of peace baylies 
constables postmasters headboroughs and all other hir 
Majestyes officers whom it may concern. 

(Signed) " ROBERT CbCYLL." 

Semple states, that after the return of Sir James from 
France, he built a large house at the Gross of Paisley, 
called the Black Land, which he intended for the recep* 
tion of the King when his Majesty visited the Monastery 
of Paisley. Semple, however, is in error. The Black 
Land was possessed by his father, John Sempill of Bel- 

3 
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tr6609 and therefore oould not have been built by MiH. 
In the " Rentale of Ab annualis callit pittancifl, withiti 
l&e Bnigh of Paslay, to be payit seeirlie from 1658/' we 
find the following entiy : — '* The heych honasis and tene- 
ments now at the Groee perteining to Sir James Sjxnpill 
of Billtrieff, knight, wes of auld ij tenements, qrcf. Ae 
heych honas wes callit the challmerlainis^hoaflSy and payit 
yeirlie . . aftid the vther tenement qdhair the hall iir 
now, wes anis vmqle Martha Hamiltones, and payit yeirlie 
of pittancis . . zeit thereftir coft all 6iaim^, riz. 2& 
Ifeij^ antto 1548 b^ Bobt. Master Sympill thto, payand 
yeirlie vi lib. xiijs. iiijd. than, for Khe heych house onle, 
and tfaaiieflier a new chartor gevin to vmqle John Sym^ilf 
of Billtreis of the heych honss at the Croee foirsaid, pay- 
iknd yeirlie thairfoire X marks, and payand yeirlie for Mar- 
tha Hamiltounis hoiiss thair, xijs vid. 14 Jikn. Anno 
1555."* 

Sir James was tinwittiiigly perhaps, the cause of much 
commotion iiar the Presbyterian Church, and no small 
uneasiness to his liberal patifcm (be King. He was em-> 
ployed as amamrensis' by his* Majesty when the latter, in 
1599, composed his celebrated treatise, the *' Basiliccn 

• PaadeT^ Magaxin*, edited b^ W. Motherwell, pp. 6B6-7. 8to. HBSS. 
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Jhron,^^* The King inteading the work to be kept 
•eore6, it being solefy for the uee of his son, Frinoe Henry, 
only seven copies were printed ; but Sir James, through 
old acquaintance, havrng shown one of the copies to 
AndjBew MelTille^ the latter took notes of certain pas** 
fli^es, whidbi were kid b^re the lending Presbyteries^ A 
Hennent was th« lesuUi. Mdlvilie had always taken an 
aotivB part in the moTement of the elergy. In May 
1606, h&and sereval others wera summoned by the King 
topspair to Londonv before the 15A September following, 
to aoonferenoe, with the view of setting the peace of the 
€hureh. This treaty as is well known, led to no ami- 
cable result, and ultnnately Melville was sent to the Tower, 
where he was kept under great restraint for about ten 
moniihs, when a mitigation of his punishment was pro*- 
enied chiefly thrcmgh the instrumentality of Sir James 
SeEm^ill. At l^gth, Nov. 1610, it was intimated to 
him that he should be released from prison on condition 
of his going to France. Melville made every exertion 
to obtaiiL his liberty. He wrote a letter to Sir James 
SenqdU, in which he modestly stated his claims *' at least 
to an honest retreat horn wafare, with the hope of burial 

* " Sir James was a rerj proper transcriber, as he wrote a pretty 
hand.'*— MS. note by the author of Caledonia. 
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with his anoeston." Melville was IiigUj sensible ct Sir 
James SempilFs exertions in his behalf. Writing to bis 
nephew, he says : — '^ Did mj friend Sempill, the assertor 
of my liberty, visit you in passing ? If he did, as be 
promised he would, why have you not said a word about 
him 1 All my friends owe much to him on my account. 
He takes a warm interest in my studies, as well as in the 
welfare of my person ; and, what is more, I am persuaded 
that he takes a warm interest in the cause. The Court 
does not contain a more religious man, one who unites 
greater modesty with greater genius, and a more matured 
judgment with more splendid accomplishments. In pro- 
curing for me a mitigation of my imprisonment, he has 
shown, both by words and deed, a constancy truly worthy 
of a Christian. If you meet with him on his return 
(for he means to return with your hero) thank him on 
my account ; for he will not rest satisfied until he has 
effected my complete liberation."* 

In February 1611 Melville received a letter from the 
Duke of Bouillon, stating that he had procured his li- 
beration from the Tower, and inviting him to Sedan. 
There he was appointed joint professor of divinity with 
Tilenus, a native of Silesia, who had come to France 

* M'Crie'B Life of MelviUe, pp. 409.11. 8to. Edin. 1824. 
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early ia his youth. Having beoome a convert to Armin- i 

ianism, Tilenus at length left Sedan, and became an open ' 

and avowed enemy of Calvinism, which Melville had all 
along strenuously supported. This involved Melville in 
a controversy, in which he was ably assisted by Sir James 
Sempill. Tilenus, disappointed in his scheme of raising 
pardzans in France, sought to ingratiate himself with 
King James, by a defence of the late proceedings in 
Scotland, and by an attack on the Scottish Presbyterians. 
His work was entitled, '* Paraenesis ad Scotos, Genevensis 
Disciplinse Zelotas. Autore Dan. Tileno Silesio. Lon- 
don, 1620." Small 8vo. There is also an edition of 
this little work from the press of Edward Baban, at St. 
Andrew's, in 1620. The reply to this, usually attri- 
buted to Melville, was the production of Sir James 
Sempill. It is entitled, ^* Scoti Tov Tup^o/ro; Para- 
desis contra Danielis Tileni Silesii Paraenesin. — Cuius 
pars prima est, De Episcopali Ecclesiae B^;imine. 
Anno 1622." 4to. The work is written with much 
ability, in a style of nervous reasoning, seasoned with 
satire, which is, upon the whole, less severe than 
the rudeness of the attack which it repels would have 
justified. At the close ihe author signifies his intention i 

of publishing two parts, on Elders, and on the Five Ce- 
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lemoniflB obtruded npao ibe Kirk <tf Scotland. But ihe 
nocearity for theso was taporseded bj the elaboiate *' At- 
tare JkamuoeauM^^ o£ Oaldencood, which appeared tibe 
fQUowing year. 

.Besides these two oontroversial essays, Sir James was 
the author of *' Cassandra Scoticaaa to Gaasander jingli- 
caaus. Ep«I)edic. Midelbuigiy 1618/' aad a work against 
Scaliger and Seldea, entitledt ** Sacriledge . £acredlj 
Handled, &e. Loud. 1619. 4to. To this latter work 
three epigrams by Melville are prefixed. 

These, together with " The Packman's Fatenuwter,'* 
are the only known works of Sir James Sempill. They 
axe sufficieat, boweyer, to elemte tive -author to no mean 
nmk among the oontroTersial wxitexs of a bygone age ; 
and eertainly bear out Melyille in his estimate of the 
kaiming and genius of the author. 

The position whicb Sir James Sempill hetd at'Coorty 
together with his zealous Presbyterianism and Utemiy 
reputatian, brought him into (frequent communication 
witb the public men of his time. We find Arcbbiskop 
Spottiswood i addressing a letto to *bim on die I2th Oc- 
lobCT 1611;'' and another dated <'<Dublin, May 4, 1612;' 



• WodreVB Li«B of Ppottiswoad; 
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from James Hamilton,* in reoommendation of Usher, 

~ • - _ ^ I ■ ■■- ■ L _M-I~M_L -UJ 11 ■■ ' ^>- M " 

* ** The state of edneation had fallen bo low (in Ireland) that it wai 
with <U£Bciilt7 an indiWdnal oapibl* of teaehing the learned languagw 
cou^d he found even in the capitol. 

** In 1567 James Fnllarton and James Hamiltonn established a school 

in*I>itblin. The talents of the two Scotsmen, joined with the most 

winning mannerSi soon procured them scholars. After they had taught 

privately lor. five ^eans, the^ were admitted to professorships in Trinity 

College, the fikbric of which had been recently completed ; and they 

^ontribnt^ greatl|^ to bring the l^niversity, of Dablin into that repop 

tation which it qmckly acquired. Their labours would have deserved 

,to «be -commemorated if tiiey had done no more than to eduoate the 

celebrated . James Usher, afterwards A^hbishpp of Armagh, the great 

ornament of the Church of Ireland, and one. of the most learned men 

of his age. He was one of tiieir first pupils in the grammar-sehool^ 

was oondneted through his course of philosophy at the University by 

Hamilton, and was accustomed to mention it as an instance of the 

kindness of F'rovidence that he received his education under the two 

•Sootsmen, < who came thither by chance, and yet proved so happily 

.nsefiil to. himself and pthers.' At a subsf^queat period, James [vl.] 

availed himsellT of the credit which th^y had gained, and they were 

.employed in secretn^gotiaiions ef the-natuw mentioned, which they 

carried on with much ability and success. The services of both were 
^rewarded. FuUwton was knighted, admitted of the bed-chamber, and 
^resided ordinarily at court aftor the accession. .Hamilton was created 

Yiscount Claneboy, and afterwwrds £arl of Olanbrissil ; . was entrusted 
.with great, ibuthority in Ireland; .and, in concert with his pupil, the 
.Primate, and his countryman, the Bishop of Raphoe, shewed favour i^ 

onoh ministers as took shelter in that country from thapars^ution qf 
: the Scottuh preUtes."— M'Orie's Life of Melville. 

** In the kirkyard of punlop there is a tomb erected abont 180 years 

ago to the memory of a minister of the parish. On a fiagstone in the 

floor is the following inscription : * Heir lyis Hanis Hamiltoune, vicar 

of Donlope, quha deceisit ye 90 of Mali 1606, ye aige of 72 yeirs, ^d 
.Janet Benham his spous.' Under a marble arch, with two marble 

pillars of the composite order in front, are two statues kneeling on a 

marble monument in the attitude of devotion, and habited according 
.to the fashion of the times. There is also a long inscription on a 

marble slab in the wail, staiing that he was the son of Archibald Ha- 
. milton of ^ploch, and that his wife was the daughter of James Den- 
.ham of West 9hetld»-*that they lived together forty^five years, during 

which period he served the cure at this church; — that they had six 
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when lie went to London to publish his fint woik. 
*^ Clear them/' (Dr Chaloner and Mr Usher), says ELa- 
milton, '* to his Majestie that they are not puritans ; for 
ihey have dignitarieships and prebends in the Gadiedral 
Churches here."* 

As Sheriff Substitute of Benfirewshire, to which he 
had been appointed in 1602,t Sir James appears to have 
heartily entered into the preparations made for the recep- 
tion of James the Sixth, his king and patron, who visited 
the Monastery of Paisley in 1617 ; but the arrangements 
of his Majesty did not admit of his crossing the bridge into 

Bonti and one daughter, Jean, married to William Muire of Glander- 
stoiin — and other particuluv, 

« It appears to have been erected by their eon, James, the first Yis- 
eoimt dlandebois, of the kingdom of Ireland, fW>m whom descended 
the Hamiltons, Earls of Clanbraasil, a family vhose. hononrs became 
extinct in 1798. It is a piece of fine workmanship." — Robertson's 
Ouninghame, p. 306. 

Sir James Sempill participated to some extent in the good fortune 
of Fullarton and Hamuton. He had a share of the ont-farms of Car- 
berry, in the county of Cork, granted by King James in 1606 to 
Graham and Hamilton, which portion he exchanged for a great extent 
of Walter Coppinger*s lands. He experienced mach difficulty in ob- 
taining the conditions, or payment of the bonds. He at length, how- 
ever, got a deliverance of " Oliver St John," the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland in 1617. These lands were violently appropriated during the 
usurpation of Cromwell ; and the successors of Sir James in vain atp 
tempted to recover them. 

* M'Crie's Life of Melville, p. 406, vol. ii. 

t March 9th, 1602, Sir James Sempill, Knight, admitted Sheriff Sub- 
stitute, in presence of the Honourable the Master of Paisly, npon a 
commission from Robert Lord Semple, Sheriff Principal of Kenfrew- 
shire, and Robert Yass, appointed to be SherifT Clerk.—Paisley Re- 
cords. 
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Paisley. Motives of prudence — ^not to put the burgh to 
expense — ^it is said, dictated this course.* There can be 
little doubt that Sir James was the author of the Oration 
deliyered before the King by a " a prettie boy of 9 yeeres 
age," in the great hall of Abercom House. In '' The 
Muses Welcome," by Adamson, the following account 
is given of the reception of the King : — 

" The Kings Maiestie came to Pasley the xxiiii of Jyly where 
in the Earle of Aberoorne his great Hall was verie grar 
tioaslie deliaered by a prettie boy of 9 yeeres age Williams 
Sbmtlb Bone to Sia James Skmtlb of Beltries this Weleome 
following. 

" A Graver Orator (Sir) would better become so great an ac- 
tion as to welcome our great and most grations Soveralne ; and 
a bashf all silence were a boyes best eloquence. Bat seeing wee 
read that in the salutations of that Romane Ceesar, a sillie Pye 
amongst the rest cryed Ave OsBsar to : Pardon mee (Sir) year 
M. owne old Parret, to put forth a few words, as witnesses of 
the fervent affections, of year most faithfall subjects in these 
parts ; who all by my tongue, as birds of one Cage, crye with 
mee, Ave Caesar, Welcome most gratious King. ^ 

** Welcome then is the word, and welcome the work wee all 
aime at. A yerball welcome were base, triyial and for eyerie 

* Semple, m his Continnation of Crawfbrd, says — ** As I am inform- 
ed the King was petitioned not to j^ass through tne port at the old brig 
into the town, tne magistrates being afraid they would not be able to 
naitttain the dignity of a royal burgh.'' 



L 



xlii GBNEALOGICAL ACOOUHT OF 



bodj ; and a Baal or Royal welcome answering either pur harti 
denree, or your H. desenringSy Ad h4jBC qyi* tujiciens 9 Actions 
can never squall affections. Saying then is nothing ; shall I 
sweare yonr M. welcome ? I dare ; hat it heoommeth not a hoy 
to toach the Bihle ; and yet, hecanse an oath taken hy nothing, 
is bat nothing, I sweare hy the Blaok Book of Paisley* your M. 
is most daarlie Welcome. 

" Thas have I said (Sir) and thas have I swome. 
Performance tak firom Nohla Aheroome. 



" Welcome then (Sir) every where,>hat welcomer here, then 
any where. Tins seemeth a Paradox, hat if I prove it, yoor 
M. I hope will approve- it. Three plUers of my proof I find in 
oar old Poet, Phcehas, his Glytia ; and his Leooothoe ; whose 
fahaloas Allegoric if I ean applie to oar selves hy truehisterie, 
all is welL 

" Phoahus (Sir) yoa knowe is knowne to all, hecanse seene 
of all : that Sonne, that Eye, hy which the worVl seeth, slun- 
iag alike both on good and bad. And are not yon (Sir).oDr 
royaU Ph<ehas ? are not yoa, as ane eye of world, -se^ng.vpou 
yoa are the Eyas of the world, some f6r good, others for evUl 

• The BUusk Book (or Ghronicle) of PaisUy. Mr Riddell, adrooai^, 
in his '' Reply " to Dr Hamilton ot Bardowie, has the foUowini; note in 
reference to this aneient reeord : — '*In the same year, 1574^ Lord Claud 
Hamilton pursues Lord Sempill in the Civil Court for delivery to. him 
of the Black Book of ' Pasly.' This it is believed is the oldest notice of 
a chronicle alluded to by historians vhich has been the subject of oon- 
trovevsy . Borne relative extracts jsro to be found in a MS: ia the Ad- 
•voeates Library, transcribed in LB01. Like most ^f ^«r «hsonMUa4t 
may chiefly have embodied Fordun; at the .same time these often con- 
tain interjections and additions that are curivus.*' 



THE aSMPIIiliS OF BfiJiTK££S. xliii 



aecorduig *to thoir minds. And as that Sanne in his coane» 
eompofiseth and paweth by the whole world; so. hath your 
M. sinqe you heganne to shine in yoiur royall Sphfldre» in* 
havQced a good part of the world ; but passed by, and buried 
M the Princes, «awell of the Heathen as Christiane world. 
O ishine still then our royall Fhodbus. 

** Now that your M. is the peculiar Phoebus of our western^ 
worldy if any doubt, then, JEa ore duorvm out eWum, your 
tbree.£ingdoniea ar three witnesses. Still Jihine then our royal 
PluBbus. Now (Sir) Qytia and Lencothoe were Phoobus Mis- 
tiesaes; Clytla the daughter of the Ocean, PhcBbus first Love. 
H«iio& did the Poets faine, that the Sunne rising in the East, 
holdeth his coui^ westward, for risiting his love, and accord- 
ing, to thoirlcmg or short esnbraoements, aryse our long orshoct 
dayea and nights. And are not wee then (Sir) of Scotlandt 
yvmx M. owne old klndlie Olytia? aranot you (Sir) our PhcB- 
bus, «oaiming fsom the East, with glorious displayed beames, 
to embrace ys in the mouth of the Ocean. ? and is not this verie 
place now (Sir) your Testannost period ? JSigo (Sir) your kind- 
liest Olytia. 

*' Yoiff Glytaa (Sir) is of many goodlie membeni. Your M. 
hath pastalreddie her hea4, neck, and armes, your grei^ter 
Townea and Gties ; but till now came you never to her. hart. 
Why? because in this rery parish is that aj^ncient seat of 
William Wallace that worthie Warrior, to whome (vnder !Qod) 
wee owe that fou ar ours, and Britanne yours. In this very 
parish is that Noble house of Daimley-Lenno;(,.wheBce sprung 
your 'M. moat famous progenitors. In the Qtie you came from, 
the bed that bred you : In the next you goe to. That noble 
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raise of Hanrulton, wherein yoar H. moat loyall St^mme dis- 
tilled some droppes of their dearest Blood : and in this very 
house, is, year M. owne noble Aberoome, a cheef sprigge of 
the same roote, remored only a title by tyme, but nothing by 
Kature. And therefore are yon in the verie hart of your 
Clytia, and so weloomer to her hart, then to any other part 
And so I hope your Parret hath proved his Paradox. 

" Now (Sir) Leuoothoe, that fairest Ladye, Phoebus seoond 
love, shee is even your M. owne glorious England most worthy 
of all lore. When that Phosbus, first wowed that Leuoothoe, 
hee was fune to transforme him selfe in the shape of her 
Mother, and so to chift her hand-maids for a more privat ae- 
oesse. But when your M. went first to your EngUsh Leuoothoe, 
you went lik your selfe, busked with your owne beames, and 
backed with the best of your Clytia : So were both you and 
wee welcome, and embraced of your Leuoothoe. And retoum- 
ing now to your Clytia, you bring with you againe, the verie 
lyfe (as it were) of your Leuoothoe, these Nobles and Qentiie 
which acoompanie you ; and shuld not both bee ; nay ; are not 
both most deartie welcome to your Gyda. 

'* That Phoebus in his lore to his Leuoothoe foi*got his Clytia; 
he came no more at her, her nights grewe long, her winters 
tedious, whereupon Clytia both reyealed and reviled their loves; 
and so Leuoothoe was buried quick by her owne furious father, 
and Clytia cast out for ever of Phoebus favour. But your M. 
in your most inward embracements of your Leuoothoe, then 
were you most mindfuU of your old Clytia. Jndeed our nights 
have beene long, a fourtein yeeres winter, if wee weigh but 
your persoue ; but yet the beames of your Royall hart (the 
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ontie lyfe of Love) were ever ifwanning vs. The onely reme- 

(Ue were, that these two Ladyes, as their loves are both fixed 

on one, so them selves become both one ; and what will not 

tme lo?e vnite ? As they have alreadie taken on one Name 

for their deare Phoebns sake, let them put on also one Nature 

for the same sake. So shall our Phoebus shine alike on both ; 

be still present with both ; our nights shalbe turned in day, 

and our winter in ane endlesse Sommer ; and one beame shall 

laonoe alike on both sides of our bound-rod, and our Phoebus 

no more need to streach out his armes on both sides of it, 

deyyding as it were his Boyall body for embradng at onoe 

two derided Ladyes. Hee that conspireth not to this Union, 

let never Phoebus shine more on him. 

'* Lastly (Sir) that poore Gytia, thogh shee lost her Fhoebus 
favoor, yet left shee never of to love him, but still whether his 
Chariot went, thether followed her eyes, till in end by her end- 
lesse observance shee was turned in that floure called Helio- 
^opton or SoUequium, And how much more (Sir) shuld wee 
who growe daylie in your grace and favour ; bee all turned in 
A Batf/Xsor^or/ov with a fiiithfull Ohitquiwm. Our eyes shall 
ever be fixed on your Boyall Ghaiiot : and our harts on your 
•Sacred Person. 

" Royal Phoebus keepe this course for ever, 
And from thy deare Britannia never sever. 
But if the Fates will rather frame it so 
That Phoebus now must come, and then must goe, 
Long may thy selfe ; Thy race mot ever ring 
Thus, without end : we end. God Save our King. 

" Amen." 
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'* After a patient iiiTeeitigatioii of the Records of the 
Toiwn Council of the Burgh,'* says Motherwell in the 
Paisley Magazine^ " we cannot discover any notice of 
this visit, which leads us to conclude that his Majesty 
never crossed the Cart, or passed through the Brig-port* 
This silenee also gives a colour of trudi to the ourient 
ttaditioii' that the Bailies supplicated his Majesty not to 
enter within their boundi?, dieir common burse being then 
so miserably reduced that they, his loyal and dutiful sub- 
jects, could not entertain him vdth that sumptuousness 
which befitted their respective estates. To this request, 
it seems, the benevolent mooareh lent a gradous ear, and 
contented himself with abiding in the Place or Abbey of 
Paisley, where he was most hospitably entertain^ by the 
* noble Abercom.' " 

The year following the visit of the King, Sir James 
was bereaved of his lady, who died at Bell's Wynd, 
Paisley, in the month of September 1618. Her wil), 
which is curious, is as follows : — 

" Test. &c. Dame Geillis Elphinstonne, Ladie Biltreis, wtin. 

the hurt, of Paslay, the tyme of hir deceis, Qaha deceist in 

the moneth of September, Jm yio and Auchtein zeiris> &o. 

/ " Legacie. At Bells Wynd, the sevint day of Janoar, 

/ Jm yic and Auchtein zeirs. The quhilk day Dame Geillis 

/ Elphinstoane, Ladie Beltreis, Hecomends hir saall and bodie 
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m ^e hands of the Stseniall Qod Mr creator. Item, eeho no<> 
minats Mareonn, Gdllis and IsobellSempill8» hir dochtexU, hip 
onlie &iiB. lutron. wt. hir gaids^ geir and debtis. Item, Seho 
leyia to hir ddehter, the Ladie Arkinla», ane gown of flowrit 
TelTot, ane doublat and skirt of purpor. flourit relvot. Item, 
€6 the Ladie M^forlande, ane blak tottein dowblet and' figorit 
Telvbt, wt. ane goWne of the damyne. Item^ ane gowne and 
ano wylieooitt, the gonne of bnnety and the wyliooitt of raid 
claithe. To Mareonn Faden^ with fyre hondzithe mkg., for 
hir feyis and gaid srvis. • • . . Item, to hir eldest sone^ 
Robert, ane diamont ring. Item, ane vther ring of blew safeir 
[ ] to the said Mareoim. Item, ane dussane of sylwir 

sponeii and twa taibletta of gold to George; hir sdne. To hir 
doehter, Margaret^ ane fumeisi fedder bed, in lyng. and all 
necessaris, yiz.. fodder bed, bowrter, twa codis, twa oo^eringis, 
twa pair blankatts, f6ar pair scheitts^ twa pair small seheitts, 
and twa pair round seheitts. To Maieoun Paden ane fumeist 
fedder bed fo^ the baime George. Item, to the Ladie M'far- 
land ane cheynze of gold' and caskat, Item, to Mareonn ane 
cheynze of gold wt. Ane knap in forme of pig at the end thiiirof 
Item, to G^lls, hir ddebUo', ane Tther e^ieinte of gold Of ffonr- 
aeoir twelf linker. Itent, to Issob^, hir doditer, ane cheinie 
of gold set wt. sum stanes and pearled. Scho reeommendis 
Mareoun to the Ladie Arkinlas, Geillis to Sir George Elphin- 
Btoune, hir brother. Item, George, hir sone, and Isobell, to 
ye said Mareoun Paden, in keiping, on thair awin ezpenss. 
Item, sofao recommends the orsyt. of hir halU bairnes and 
estait to hir husband, Sbt Geofge and James Elphinstounes, 
hir brother. Item, scho hes in Edl. present Thrattein hun- 
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drltfae mks. in gold. Off tha qlk. ezpenii In all thingiitotw 
done dcducit. Mho lerii the net to OeilUt, hir doditer. 8ab- 
EprvTit with bir hand, && In piewiui of Sir G«or^ Elphio- 
stouDe, liir brother, &e. Confinnied, Jnne i, 1633." 

In this docnment, it will be obseired, there is no raeD' 
tion miiHe (^ the " prcMie boy" wiio delim«d the ora- 
tion. If AdaiDsoii WB8 eorreci in aaying he wu a aon 
<J Sir J.imefi iSempiU, the youth mnat hare died in Oie 
interval bctneen the Tint of the King aad the death d 
Lady Beltre«. 

The items specified in the legacy aie not only interest- 
ing as ehoning the extent of " plenishing " and lujoatrie 
possessed by a lady t£ quality in the early part of the 
seventeenth century ; bnt they also exhiUt a fine example, 
in the legacy to Maieonn Faden, of the respect in which 
old and worthy aerranta were held by our anceatois. 

Sir James sorvired his lady about aeren years. He 
died at hia house in Paisl^, in the month of Febmatj 
1625-(5. His death is noticed in " The Obituary of Bo- 
bert BoTd of Trochrig," (vol. i. of the " Bannatyne 
Miscellany,"), where he is described as a gentleman of 
learning, an old and familiar serrant of the King, and ft 
" grand enemie i. la pseudo-hicrarchie." From the testa- 
ment of his lady, it would appear that he had issue by her : — 
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1. Boberty who succeeded. 

2. George, (an in&nt in 1617). 

1. Marion, married to Colin Campbell of Ardkinlas. 

2. Kai^aiet, married to Walter M'Farlane of tliat Ilk.* 

3. Mary ; 4. Geillis ; 5. Isobell. 

III. BOBEBO? Sempill dP Beltrees, who oilarged 
ihe " Faokman'a Paternoster," and the author cl the 
" El^y on the Death o£ Habbie Simson," &c. was the 
eldest son and successor of Sir James. He was served 
heir of his &ther, Oct. 12, 1625, in the lands of Tochar, 
Blavarthill, Kings-medow, &c., in Benfirewshire ; also, 
in the lands of Stewnrton, with the pendicles to it of the 
lands of Ormesheoche, Hilhonse, &c., in Ayrshiise ; and 
jn the Island of Little Cumiay, in the shire of Bute. 
Oct. 10, 1626, he was served heir in general to his fiither. 
He was probaUy bom in 1596, his parents having been 
anaxried in 1594. He was educated at Aie College of 
Glasgow, having entered, or matriculated, in the Kalends 
a£ March 1613. In the Bister he is designed ** Bo- 

* MTarlane was a great loyalist, and *' suffered much on account of 
iiis attaebment to the royal family, in the reign of King Charles I., 
^nd was fined by Parliament for having joined Montrose, in the sum of 
9000 merks, in 1646. He was twice besieged in his own house, daring 
Cromwe]l*s asarpation, and one of his hoases, called the Oastle of In- 
Teronglas, was burnt to the ground by the English ; and in it sereral of 
tib« antifst writs of the family w«re consumed." Ue died in 1664. — 
Douglases Baronage of Scotland, p. 96. Edin. 1798, folio, 

4 
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bertus Semple haeres de Bultreis." He married Marj, 
daughter of Sir Thomas Lyon of Auldbar. 

As a poet, ihe additions to his fi&ther*s poem of tlie 
" Packman's Paternoster," and the *^ Elegy on Habbie 
Simson," entitle him to no mean consideration. It is to be 
regretted that so few of his productions have been 
preserved. The great eivil war, which raged during 
the prime of his life, would no doubt interrupt the 
flow of his muse. In that struggle, as we learn from 
a paper among the Beltrees documents, written by his 
grandson, he fought on the side of Charles I. and hifi 
successor, being an officer in the royal army, and like 
many others suffered severely in the cause. He took an 
active part in promoting the [Restoration ; but never had 
his Irish lands restored to him. It may be conodved, 
therefore, that during the Commonwealth he had but 
little heart to cultivate the muse. The pecuniary dif- 
ficulties of the family at this period are indicated by a 
wadset, contracted on the 10th March 1649, by which 
iRobert Sempill and his spouse. Dame Marie Lyoune, 
dispone *' all and haill thaire twa pairte of the fywe 
merk land of Auchinlodmont, with housses, zairds, &c. 
lyand within the parochin of Paisley," to " Capitane 
Livetennent George Montgomerie," for dP3000. 

Bobert Sempill of Beltrees must have died before 
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1669, on the 28tli June of which year his son, Francis 
Sempill of Beltrees, wiih consent of his wife, Jean 
CainphoU^ made an excamby with John CUdwell, 
masoh^ portioner of Bosk, oif part of the Park Meadow for 
" twa Bigs, along wkh the Hall of Beltrees." ' He was 
alire in 1660, having been a witness to a baptism at 
Foxeliouse on the 2Sth September' of that year. Besides 
his snoeesscMr, he had a daughter, Elizabeth, married' to 
Sr George Maxwell of New-wark. 

{V . Fbakois Sempill of Bdkees, author of '' The 
Banishment of Poverty," &c. succeeded his father. The 
time of his birth has not been ascertained. Amongst 
the many traditions of his poetical talent preseiVed by 
Q^ peasantry of Lodiwinnodi and Kilbarchan parishes, 
there is one to the e&ct that, When quite a boy, lax 
grand&ther and he happening to be walking together, 
the former observed— '^ Thy faither is a poet — -thou 
ivaun try thy hand. We'se gang the length of Castle- 
SempiU, then let me hear it.'* The first attempt of 
Fraxicis, thus prompted, was as follows : — 

" Thair livit thrie lairds into the west, 
And thair names were Beltrees : 
An the Doll wad tak twa awa\ 
The thiid wad leiye at ease.'' 
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" Sir James straikit his head, but nippit his lug [ear]/^ 
So says traditioii, and the anecdote seems to be popularly 
believed in the district. But it is somewhat apocryphal. 
Sir James Sempill, the grandfather of Francis, died in 
1625-6 ; and as he was only married in 1594, his son 
Bobert, ihe father of Francis, could not be more than 
thirty years of age at his deaih. Supposing Bobert to 
have married at the age of twenty, and there is reason 
to believe that he did marry early in life, Francis would 
not be more than nine years old when his grandfatber 
died. He seems, therefore, to have been too young to 
compose the lines attributed to him. 

'* Francis Sempill, younger of Beltries, married Jeane 
Cample, in the poroch of Lochgoilsheid, 3 April, 1655." 
The ceremony took place in the kirk of Lochgoilshead. 
His lady was a daughter of Ardkinlas, and a full cousin 
pf his own. Though his fiunily had suffered considerably 
by their loyalty, Francis ccmtinued to be warmly attached 
to the house of Stuart. . He wrote satires on the Whigs, 
and complimentary verses on the Duke of York and 
Albany, afterwards James VTI.,.and oa the births of bis 
children. " The Banishment of Poverty," one of the 
best and longest of his poems which have been preserved, 
is laudatory of the Duke of Albany. 
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From the fiunily papers it appears that Robert, ihe 
£Bbther of Fnmcis, had incuned considerable debt — the 
oonsequence, partly, it may be presumed, of his bearing 
arms in the cause of the unfortunate Charles I. In the 
hands of Francis the &mily estates gradually became 
less, and he seems to have been subjected to no small em* 
banassment. In 1674 (20th January) he gave a charter 
of alienation of the lands of Beltrees and Thridpairt to 
his son. He made no secret of his want of means, 
which, in his ** Banishment of Poverty,*' he attributes to 
his having become security for some one. Speaking of 
poverty, he says — 

'* The first time that he met with me. 
Was at a clachan in the west: 
Its name, I trow, Kilbarchan be, 
Where Habbie's drone blew many a blast: 

Where we shook hands, caold be his cast, 
An ill dead may that eostron di^-^ 

For there he gripped me well fast, 
Where first I feU in cautionrie." 

There is amongst the Beltrees papers a homing — ** Max- 
well and Patoun contra Sempill, 17 April, 1677," for 
^150, 10s. Scots. From this period the property seems 
to have been rapidly encroached upon. Francis Sempill, 
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wxih canseiit of his spouse, Jean CSampbell, feued *^ anesex- 
tene peimie land of Glenteidy" called the Hall, 15tk Not. 
1677. He sold, feued out to vassals, the lands of Bel- 
trees in 1677 — as, for eacatople, to Humphia Barbour of 
Bisk, the 6s. 8d. land of Beltrees for 2500 meiks Scots, 
with consent of Jean Campbell his spouse, and B^bert 
Sempill his only son and heir. The superiority of Bel- 
tcees he sold to Thomas Crawfurd of Gartsbum before 
1678 ; and on the 15th June 1680, he and his spouse 
resigned their life-rent of '^ pairts of the Thridpurt to 
Robert Sempill thair son, for the jounger laird's inf<rft- 
ment in all and haill the 46s. 8d. land of . Clochodrick ; 
the jounger laird paying the old laird*s debts, amounting 
to 800 merks and ^800 Scots.'"^ 

The appointment of Sheriff Depute of Benfiewshire, 
which Francis Sempill received before 1677, may be 
supposed to have added to his pecuniary resources. To 
be qualified for such an office, he had no doubt studied 
as a lawyer — ^which circumstance may explain the allu- 
sion in the epistle of William Starrat, teacher of mathe- 
matics in Ireland, to Allan Bamsay : — 

" Nor e'en the loyal bruiker of Beltrees, 

I 

I • Beltrees papers. 



THE SEMPJIiLS OF BSLTREES. Iv 



Wha sang with hungry wame his want of fees ; 

Nor Habb/s drone oon'd with thy wind-pipe please.''* 

While Sheriff Depute of Benfrewshire, Francis Sempill 
made a narrow escape with his life. In the discharge of 
his duty, during the troublous times of Charles II., he 
had apprehended one '^ Walter Scot, a late magistiate 
[of Renfrew], a noted ringleader of Gonyentides, and of 
such Uke disorders.-' A tumult was the consequence, in 
the course of which the prisoner was rescued, and Bel- 
trees beaten and wounded to the hazard of his life.^ This 
circumstance is alluded to by the author in " The Ba- 
nishment of Poverty.'' 

Francis Sempill did not live to see the Revolution, and 
the flight of James YII., the Duke of Albany of his 
muse. He died before 1685, in which year (January 21), 
his relict, Jean Campbell, granted an assignation of her 
estate to her son, Robert Sempill, then of Beltrees.;^ 
He was alive, however, in 1681, as the following letter 
to Robert Sempill, writer in Edinburgh, shows : — 



* Printed in tbe earlier editions of Ramsay's poems. Starrat, or 
Stirrat, was [probably from Dairy parish, Ayrsl^ire, ^vhere the name 
still prevails. 

t Wodrow*s History of the Sufferings of the Church of Scotland, 
▼ol. ii., Appendix, p. 8. Folio. 1722. 

X Beltrees papers. 
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" Burnfoot, Sq»tember 19, 1681. 
" LoYaing Gousine, 
** I haye sent your wyfe 12 tib. Soots, in pairtof that 35 lib. 
which I am oweing her, which I shall study to have in with 
all expedition, as I heirby oblege me. You showld not haye 
wanted it all so long, bat that owr people heir are sadly rexed 
with the bad weather, lyke to lose all their stuffe, and can not 
get promise to provide money. Bat this I have sent for your 
present necessitie, thynking yonr wyfe may be lyeing in. I 
desyre you to send my wyfe's cloathes by the bearer, for we 
expect my Lord Sempill, and my Lady will bring strangers 
with them, and she cannot well want her cloathes at such a 
tyme. 1 have wryten at leist thryce to yow and James ffiree- 
land, but never saw any ansaar, only I got a letter from yow 
and him anent Qeorge Scot's troubling M'Gill. I have ans- 
wered that twyce, once by JBuphane Sempill's man, another 
tyme by William Mug, my Lord Sempill's servant. However, if 
1 had goten the Retrocession west, to subscrive, the money and 
it had been returned before now. As I have wryten to James 
ffreeland by the bearer, to the quhich I refer yow. And with 
respects to your bedfellow. I am, 

** Your most, affectionate cousine to serve yow, 

" F. Sempill. 

" My wyfe desyres to know how Mr Williame 
Hog's wyfe is, to both which I ame hereby 
heartely recommended."* 



■ » 1 1 ' ' ' I ' ■ ■ I II ■ I 11 I.I III I . 

* Original in the possession of D. Laini;, Esq. 
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This letter, from its contests as well as the date, bears 
evidence of having been written after the resignation of 
the writer's life-rent to the son. It also shows that, not- 
withstanding the munificence of the Duke of Albany, so 
much extolled in " The Banishment of Poverty," the 
poet still felt the inconvenience of an ill-replenished ex- 
chequer. From this specimen of his pen, whidh is a 
small neat hand, he seems to have had the benefit of an 
excellent education. We remark this, because it is evi- 
dent from writings which have been preserved, that the 
&milj gradually deteriorated in this respect. 

The irreverent notice of the death of *^ Sempill of 
Beltries," in Law's " Memorialls,"* no doubt refers to 
the poet. The difference in the ecclesiastical and politi- 
cal creed of the parties may account for the reverend 
annalist's jeers. From Law's statement it would appear 
that Francis Sempill died suddenly at Paisley on the 
evening of Sabbath, 12th March 1682. He had intend- 
ed presiding in the Sheriff Court on the Tuesday fol- 
lowing. His lady was with him at the time. 

Francis Sempill and his wife, Jean Campbell, had two 
sons, whose names are recorded : — 

* MemoriaUs ; or, the Memorable Things that fell out within this 
Island of Britain from 1638 to 1684. By the Rev. Robert Law. Edit- 
ed from the MS. by Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe, Esq. 4to. Edin. 1818. 
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1. Rdberl, wlioinieo«aded,.liE^tUKdJLlfli.Apnl> 16&6- 

2. Jainfi0,.lii|ituiBd lOik May, 1657; he appeon to 
liave .died young. 

As a poet, Franois seems ,to ha^e allowed lumself 
gooater aoope than .eilher Jbis fatiiier or giaiidfis^er. He 
peasesaed ocoaiderable kmnonr, .and a ready torn for im- 
piompfea. ^piiif is «Tmced by the zepii^alion in whidi 
his meniflfy is still held in his native district, and the 
many aneodotes of his muse, which. imdition has pie- 
served. ^me-of^heseaxBunmeetiorAiodemeaKS. The 
following gleanings, . howeTer, will .diow the pqipvi^xiij 
of ihe. author: — 

. An old woman having .died at Kiknaoolm, and been 
buried in an *^ uneo lair," the proprietor of the burying- 
ground caused the body to be taken upland re-interred. 
The oqihew of the old woman applied to Francis S$m- 
pill, who was then a young man, for an epitaph, which 
he forthwith produced as follows : — 

'* Heir lyis yirdit our gade auld aontie, 
Qaham Deth grippit in his pookmaatie. 
She deit at the aige of fyve; and fiftie, 
Schame faw the hands that first did lift thee." 

One Macnair was buried, and he wrote an impromptu 
epitaph : — 
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" Hdiir lyis the poipie of Laiid MacnAir, 
Wha left his geir to Hewie Blair, 
He liyit a gock and deit a beist. 
And we'«'<mm lieir to his last feirt. 

Oeh! ooh! Lon!" 

He exercised hia wit on t'he Laird of Gawcaddan thus; — 

** Heir lyis the corps of auld Garscad ; 
He was a neiboor unoo bad ; 
He dyit in Northbar wi' a fbu bellie, 
Whan he was ooortand Ladle ELellie ; 
He dyit nyne niohts afture the fair, 
And aw the foek said, Deil may care." 

The following is a jeu cPeaprit on Lady Schaw of 
Greenock : — 

'* Heir lyis interrit^ fovbyea' witch, 
Ane oppressor baith of pnir and rich : 
How soho fends, and how scho fiires, 
Naebodie kens, and as few cares." 

When C^omweirs forces were garrisoned in Glasgow, 
die cif^ was put under martial law. Every person enter- 
ing it had to report himself on amval to the command- 
ing officer. Francis Sempill had occasion to visit his 
atmt, who lived in the house commonly called the Duke 
of Mobtrose^s Lodgings, or Barrel's Haw, near the ^^ Bell 
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o the Brae *' in the High Street. He intimated his ar- 
rival in rhyme : — 

" To aw to qaham it concerns ; neir the Tempill, 
Thair is ane wons wi' aantie Sempill, 
His consort forbye, gif ye pleise ; 
Thair's twa o's horse, and ane o's men, 
That's bidand doun wi' Allan Glen : 

Thir lynes I send to you for feir 
Of paining o* auld auntie's geir ; 
What neir ane befoir durst steir ; 
It stinks for fuistiness I daur sweir/' 

This humorous notification is said to have first led to a 
quarrel, and afterwards to a familiar intimacy between 
the commanding ofiicer and the poet; and the editor 
(the late William Stenhouse) of Johnson's " Musical 
Miscellany," supposes it " probable that [the oflicers] of 
Cromwell had introduced two of SempilFs songs into 
England before the period of the Restoration ; for they 
were both printed and well known in England, in the 
reign of Charles II., the words and music being en- 
graven by Charles Cross. Henry Hayford afterwards 
introduced the song of ^* She rose and let me in " in his 
" Wit and Mirth," vol. i., printed in London in 1698." 
The visit of Francis Sempill and his lady to Glasgow 
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must have taken place some time after 1655, the year iu 
which he was married — ^not 1651, as Stenhouse's au* 
thority supposes. 

It is said that Francis Sempill left a nuniber of pieces 
in manuscript. " It is to be regretted," says Motherwell,^ 
" that the manuscripts of Francis Sempill are irretrieve- 
ably lost. They fell into hands which knew not their 
value, and it is to be feared out of them they will never 
be recovered." It is extremely probable that the poet 
left sundry pieces in manuscript ; but certain it is none 
of them are preserved among the Beltrees papers. The 
manuscripts to which Motherwell refers consisted, in all 
likeUhood, of a number of loose sheets which have been 
most kindly and xmexpectedly handed to us by H. Ot. 
Gardn^, Esq., a descendant, maternally, of the Sempills 
of Beltrees. They consist of pieces attributed to Francis 
in different hands of write — none of them holograph of 
the author himself. Of the genuineness of the older 
portion of these manuscripts we have not the slightest 
doubt. From a comparison of the writing we should 
say that they are copies, either from the original MS. of 
Francis Sempill, or from memory, by the grandson of the 

* Introduction to the " Harp of Renfrewshire.'* 
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poet, Robert Sempill, sixth- of Bdtrees. They seem^ ftom 
the stjle, to h«re been written about tiie begiittiiiig of 
last century. The fint we shall transcribe are in honour 
of the poet's &mous patron) the Ddce oB Albanj. We 
do not adhere t<^ the cwthogmphy , wUoh is bad — evidently 
the blunders-of the eopyislr: — 



^ - » «. « » 

WelooBe te CaMon, Ua^ Bohe of Alba,ny, 
Heir to Qiaat Charle'a tiuane, 

Weloovia to CaM^a; 
When he to glory's gpne 
Homage we'll pay to thee — 
Welcome to Caledon, braye Bake of Albany. 



Po&Low sei» Lmas by FaAircis ssmpill of bbltrbbs upon his 
moHKHSs, jAiua nvKB or 4Xbart, at usLCiaax qoiono to 

To the twu of the kus that came to bed with me. 

Let cannons roar from sea and shoar, 

And trumpets sound triumphantly ; 

Whilst we drink the health, we'll fare in wealth, 

Of that high-bom Duke of Albany. 
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He is a child from Scotland's womb, 
Though his nativity's by thames; 
He's ficom the glorions martyr come, 

And he bears the name of good King James. 

• 

noble peers and princes all ! 
Our poyal throne do not disgrace; 
Act no enormity at ail, 
Nor bastardise a royal race. 

Let Hagar and her brat be gone-* 
Her bottle on hdr shoulder be ; 
For Sarah says unto her son, 
He never shall be heir with thee. 

Turn all such fancies clean away, 
And push down such Egyptian pride ; 
Before we want a seigniory plant 
In a king on Yarrow side. 

Yet at that Duke no spleen I have, 
Ingenuously I do declare : 
If he'll but cyry it brisk and brave, 
And move in his peculiar sphere. 

O noble Duke of Albany I 

Pardon me if I transgress ; 

It is a fault in loyalty, 

And I'll ne'er mend though I confess. 
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If thiB prodigious comet be 

The object of our thoughts and fears ; 

To deid the cards 'twixt him and thee. 

And to set aU Britain by the ears. 

• 
But let Soots lads in heart be blent, 

To fight it out most valiantly ; 

And keep the Crown in its just descent 

For that high-bom Duke of Albany. 

Though a heavenly crown he doth prefer. 
From a earthly should he barred be ? 
O, the King of Kings will both confer 
On James the Duke of Albany. 



UPON THB BISTH OF CHABLOTTB-MABT, DAUGHTEB TO KING JAMES 

TflB SEVENTH.* 

To the tune of Com Rigs are Bonny, 

True subjects all let us rejoice. 

Come let us all be merry, 
Our Boyal Princess is brought to bed 

Of a bonny Charlotte-Mary. 

Charlotte-Mary is my love. 
She's sweeter than the honey ; 

• So styled by the writer. He wm, however, only Duke of Alh«ny 
when the verses were composed. 
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She's fairer than the fairest flower, 
O if she be not bonny. 

No star doth shine so bright as she ; 

She's yer J like her daddie ; 
Forerunner she is eome to be 

Of a bonny losty lady. 

In the meantime we'll thank you Lord 

For that we ha^e already ; 
Bless'd is the babe that is now bom 

On the feast of our bless'd Lady.* 

When that her mother was so big, 
That blind might well discern ; 

Our faithless Whigs did still deny 
That e'er she was with bairn. 

Now they begin to threep the child 
Is dead, when scarcely bom ; 

StiU Tenting their malicious heart 
With old tout of new horn. 

But let those brosie pack tout on-^ 
They are poor fools and silly ; 

They'll tout another tune I trae, 
When Charlotte gets a billy. 

* Aagust. 



\ 
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(Jood Lord I who hath bsgnn Uiia . . . 

P'or oomfort ef the nation, 
Perfect the lame, and crown at last 

All jost men's expeetatton. 

Charlotte-Maiy — ^better known simply as " Mary" — 
espoused tbe Frince <^ Orange, and, with her husband, 
became the " William and Mary" of the Bevolutioti 
settlement. 

The next piece we transcribe, as nearly as we can 
guees, in chronological rader, is entitled : — 



Ist. Good Mr Kshop Lighten, 
Yoa'r welcome to this town ; 
We wish 70a proTO a wight on 
Uood Mr Hsbop Lighton, 
It's feared je prove a slight on 
For upholding of the Crown. 
Good Mr Bishop Lighten, 
Yoa'r welcome to this town. 

2d. Yon'r sancti&ed societte 

Doth purchase you renown ; 
And monastiek sobrietie, 
Vou'r sanctified soaetie. 
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You'r grftTitie and pietie, 
Cry all our biahops down : 
You'r sanctified sodetie 
Doth purchase you renown. 

3d. We think ye do right weU, 
To ^ve to poor your winning, 
In money, nudt and meal ; 
We think you do right weil ; 
We nerer knew yon peel, 
Bat old Mf James Glei^dinning : 
We think ye do right weil 
To give the poor your winning.* 

The subject; of tbe foregoing " Boundell " was the 
well-known Robert Leighton, D.D., Archbishop of Glas- 
gow, the charge of which Diocese he assumed in 1671. 
H^ had preyiously been Bishop of Dunblane. He was 
a man of mild demeanour, and made every exertion to 
mitigate the rigorous proceedings adopted by Goy^mment 
against the Presbyterians. His exemplary virtues and 
talent as a divine spread wide his reputation, even among 
the Presbyterians. Leighton resigned the See of Glas- 
gow in 1674. He soon i^fterwiods r^pair^ to England, 



* Mr Jamei was minister in Kilbarchan, and gave very much to the 
poor, oTen to the straitening of himself and family.-~{Note by tl^e 
writer.] 
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where he spent th« remftinder of Iiu life with hii aiitei. 
tie died at London on tlie 25tli June 1684, in the 74tb 
jear of his age.* 

Like tlie Ajnhin Bard,' in more recent times, Franai 
Sempill freqaentl; identiGee himself with his poetical 
eSusions. His " Banishment of Poverty" is altogetlier 
a pereonnl nonatire ; while the two fallowing pieces i^ 
still more pointedly to paasages in his life elsewhere mai- 
tioDed — the first to the nnhappy raid at Arinfrew, 

" ^Vbe^e tbej did brsTely boff [his] beef," 
and for which " Indemnity thought nothing dae " — tlx 
second, to the effects of hii fidling " in cautiimrie." Some 
of the words are obliterated in the MS. 

{Lineibj F. S. of BaltrsMaftwh* wRne paople tfait hid 

■buesd . . . lu w«nt U Raofteir, ind . . UTanl titnM daUjti) b; 
tba Lordi or JaitislmiT kt Or . . . St lut tli«re iru «o act oT ■■■ 
dBinnttT put, «Uoh cleared hii nultreatara.] 

I marrel madh onr gracious King 

Should Berre bis subjacta so, 
To send three Reidgowng to the west 

Could neither say not do. 
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The diet tm. thej do dewn, 

And nothinj; else the; ts j, 
fiut let it be timplieittr, 

Until anotiier dm;. 

The Lords of onr Jiutioiary, 
To clftrkt tbej gire oommand, 

That Gibbie, with his rasty thnwt, 
CHTe Whigs to nndeigtand, 

Bj pnblio procbHnotion, 

And . . . exalted high, 
That rebels in this nation, 

And all the "Whigs go free. 

Mr John Graj's admonition 

Doth tt^e no place at all ; 
Who knew of no condition 

To farour great or smaU.- 

But O that base trepiditv. 

Which we In Jodges see. 
Blunting the jnst a^eritj 

Of regal monarchy. 

Bat had poor Frank been with the Whigs, 

Which he did still abhor, 
He needed not have sold his rigi 

On a distressed score. 
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But oh, alas far •wwora i 
• • • ifMJnimiity 8 * * 

Take eonx^^ Wblgi, to anu j^piii> 
Yoa may be Md aad atoot ; 

Indemiutj |«e f eiit8 your pain ; 
Ye need not Hand in donbt. 

Onr graaoas king will giant joa-i^raoe^ 

Wliaiefofe ye need not fear 
To ne in anna aad aacrifioe 

A prelate every year: 

Bat be advised, my honest Whigs, 

Before ye rise i^ain, 
Fi|^t bette than at Boded Biig, 

Where • • • . meais were slain. 

The cannon shots did dear the field. 

Before they came to blows ; 
There the saints foith was in their heels. 

Their hearts were in their hose. 
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[F. S. of Beltre«8 being engaged oanikmer for Nework io Glencaim, 
lutd the misfortune to be apprehended for the same by two messen- 
gers when he was attending some business of his own before the 
Commissariat Court in Glasgow, upon whicli he made the following 
lines :] 

July the nine-and-twenty day. 
Fell out an unexpected fray ; 
Beltree^ he did in Glasgow stay, 
His proc^e^s to atf^end ; 

Before the Commissar to stand^ 
With all his libels in his hand : 
In came John Weir, with Charles' wand, 
Whom he took for his friend. 



« 



Now, are you there, my bonny bairn ? 
To see you here doth me concern : 
Here is a ticket from Glencalm, 
As cautioner for Nework. 



u 



Vm glad I met ypu in the morning ; 
My business it is no sconuag; 
It is a caption af^ homing, 
lodge ye if it be stark." 



Then Francie looked round about. 
With his glied eye and crooked snout : 
And what to say he was in doubt — 
The case it was so kittle. 
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Yet thought it best to hold hhn quiet. 
And not to prattle like a pyet, 
Lest Weir should give him sandie diet. 
And fiaed him with but little. 

In came hifl comrade, Janue Bryce, 
Who nmther would for prayer nor price 
Deal ill with Frank, he was so wise. 
Lest he should afterward 

Exclaim on him in yerse and prose. 
And all his secret tricks disclose, 
To prison him would not repose. 
Until his case were heard. 

They led Frank as he'd been a ^liig. 
Far faster than Carnegie's jig, 
And took him through the Candilrig, 
For fear of public new. 

Then said, '* we'll to some honest house. 
Where we may have a kind carouse ; 
Albeit we should not leaye a sous. 
We'll down to Bobin Sempill's. 

So hand in hand they thither went, 
To try a claret compliment. 
Till he for Thomas Craufurd sent, 
Possessor of Cartsbum, 
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Who presently obeyed his letter. 
Although the bargain had been greater. 
And there he clearly closed the matter; 
And brayely did his turn. 

Two catchpole messengers regard ; 
How oiyil to a country laird. 
Who had once rid into the goard, 
That would not him affront. 

So they a glass of claret took. 
Might make a guarder pawn his cloak ; 
Then they three limmers in a shoak, 
Bad Limmerfield adieu.* 

The foregoing pieces ezlu&ust the older portion of the 
HSS. In the more modem there is a copy of ** She 
rose and loot me in " — ^which is called " a song made 
by Francis Sempill of Beltrees " — " A Carrol for Christ- 
mas/' and '* Old Longsyne,'' both of which are attributed 
to Francis Sempill. Of the latter, which appeared in 
" Watson's Collection," there are two copies — one in the 
same round, bold hand as the older MSS., though ap- 
parently written at a later period, and when the copyist 
was more advanced in life. We therefore entertain no 

* He calls the CommisBary Court Linim«rfield.-^Note by the writer.l 



If til 



hoar GBHSALOeiCAL ACCOUKT OF 



doalit of thor aficnncy in attiibotii^ die venes in 
tkm to Fzands ScmpiU. 
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To the fume of CraigU Forbes' m Lilt. 

What poor c r e atnr o, firamed by natore, 

CSm rightly fEnderatsnd, 
The great glory of the story 

Whidi now we have in hand. 

For wit's fnlnen is bat dnlness, 
For to soond this groondleBS de^, 

Whilst the wisest and predisest 
In amaiement's loll'd asleep. 

It's the history of a mystery, 

That's not easnly understood ; 
Scarce peroeived^ir believed 

By firaipl fiesh anlldOGd. 

O ! all the nalaons' great salTation 

In this mystery was wrooght ; 
Who stood gazing and amazing, 

How this mystery was brought. 

That a stable was more able 

To produce such heayonly things, 



I 
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Than tbe brightest or tbe U^test 
Shimi^ palaoes of kingi. 

Where the Bweeteat and oompletett 

Bright Queen of Chaatit)-, 
A poor ttranger, in n mangn'. 

Brought forth DiTinitj. 

f^f dxHild metohei heap op riches, 
Snea tlua priiMMly povertie 

Uakes mora honour n^ apon her 
Than brimful treaanrea be. 

Beggar Croesus with rioh Jesus 

In oompetttion brought, 
la mnoh poonr and obscurer 

Than Dives' Lazams thought. 

1 then wherefore shonid men oare foi 

Rast7 riches that decay, 
^ee treasure, and heayen's pleasure. 

So meek and lowly lay. 

O ! bow sweetly and complotoly 

Hla porerty he bore ; 
High aajriring and empiring. 

In this world he forobore. 

I beseech yon let this teach yon, 
With yonr lot to be content, 
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Since the Raler and ContioUer 
la all Omnipotent. 

In this fiuhion and mean station 
A poor pilgrim choos'd to be ; 

He lies lowly to make holy 
A monastic poTertj. 

A bright star then, from afor then, 
Three wise princes did behold. 

Who in coffers comes and offers 
Frankincense, myrrh, and gold. 

O ! how finely and dirinely 
Did these sophists understand 

That great wonder, passing thunder. 
Which was wrought in Jury land. 

How the notion of dcTOtion 
These Arabians could disclose, 

Wliilst his nation in proud £uhion 
Did prove his mortal foes. 

To conclude now, I thought good now 
This heroic theme to choose; 

And for its matter, what is better, 
Or fitter for our use. 

Let us sing then, till heayens ring then, 
Whilst the angels concert keep, 



1 
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To the cbinoeit of whow ToicM 
First did Inll thia Iwbe tul«ep. 

To be merry be not weary. 
Bat on holy trinmph mlj — 

UallilDJahl ballilajah! 
For thU ia Christmas day. 
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Should oM aoqnaintanee be forgot. 

And nerer thonght apon ; 
The flames of lore extinguished, 

And freely put and ^ne ? 
Is thy kind heart now grown w «old. 

In that lofing breast of thine. 
That thoa ean'st noTer once reflect 

On old longsyne i 

Where are thy protastations, 

Thy TOWS and oaths, my dear, 
Thon mad'st to me, and I to thee, 

In register yet clear 1 
li Mth and tmth k> Tiolate 

Unto the god difine, 
That thon can'st never once reflect 

On old longsyne ? 



( 
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]s*t Capld*n ftnSy or ftwtj earcfl. 

Thai makes thy spirits ^eesy ; 
Or is't some object of more wortfa, 

That's stole thy heart away : 
Or some desert makes thee neglect 

Wm, so much oooe was thine, 
That thoa ean*st never onee reflect 

On old hmgsyne ? 

Is't worldly eares so desperate 

That makes thee to despair; 
Is't that makes thee exasperate, 

And bids thee to foibear ? 
If thoa of that were free as I, 

Thoa sorely should be mine ; 
If this were tnie we should renew 

Kind old longsyne. 

Bat since that nothing can proTidl, 

And all my hope is Tain, 
From these rejected eyes of mine 

Still showers of tears shall rain ; 
And though thoa bast me now forgot, 

Yet 111 continue thine, 
And ne'er forget for to reflect 

On old longsyne. 

If e'er 1 haye a house, my dear. 
That's truly called mine. 
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And can afford but country cheer, 
Or ought that's good theretn : 

Though thos wert rebel to the king» 
And beat with wind and rain, 

Assure thyself of welcome, loye, 
For old longsyne* 

FOLLOWS THE SECOND TABT. 

My soul is ravish'd with delight, 

When you I think upon : 
All grie& and sorrows take the flight, 

And hastily are gone ; 
The fair resemblance of your face 

So fills this breast of mine, 
No fate nor force can it displace, 

For old longsyne. 

Since thoughts of you do banish grief. 

When I*m from you remored ; 
And if in them I find relief, 

When with sad cares Tm moy'd, 
How doth your presence me affect 

With ecstacy divine. 
Especially when I reflect 

On old longsyne. 

Since thou hast robb'd me of my heai*t, 
By those resistless powers 
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Which Madam Natara doth impart 

To those &ir eyes of yom«. 
With honour it doth not oonaist 

To hold a slave in pine, 
I'ray let your rigonr then desist, 

For old longsyne. 

Tis not my freedom I do crare, 

By deprecatiDg pidns ; 
Sore liberty he would not have 

Who glories in his chains. 
But this, I wish the gods would more 

That noble soul of thine 
To pity, since thou cannot Ioto, 

For old longsyne. 

y . Robert Sempill of Beltrees, only lawful son and 
heir of Francis Sempill of Bdtrees, mairied Mary, eldest 
daughter of Bobert Pollock of that Ilk, 14th November 
1678. By the contract of marriage she was infeft in 
the ten merk land of Thridpairt, reserving £200 Scots 
to Jean Campbell, his mother, as an annuity. Bobert 
Sempill took upon him the debts of his Bftiher, Fiancifl. 
On the 13th April 1686, he owed 890 merks and £505. 
Also annual rents amounting to £94. Four other bands 
for money appear by Bobert Sempill of Bdtrees. He 
renewed a band to Bobert Chapman, son and heir of tbe ^ 
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deceased Bobert Ghapuuia, Gla^w, for 4000 moka, 
over the Unda of Thiidpairt, 9th June, 1701.* He 
paid a visit to Ireland, >rith the view (d proaecuting the 
family claim to the lands of Carberry, of which thej 
had been deprired during the usurpation ; but he return- 
ed in Haj 1703, not having met vrith auffident encour- 
agement to institute legal proceedings. 

Bobert Sempill of Beltrees was alive at the Union, as 
his son, Robert Sempill, youmger, is mentioned in the 
Act. But he died before 1717, in which year " John 
Cochrane, [second] husband to the Ladie Beltrees," was 
brought before the Presbytery c^ B«n{revfshire, accused 
of adnlt«Ty.'t Lady Beltrees wonld be about fifty-six 
years tS a^% at this time. She had to Bobert Sempill 
of Beltrees:— 

1. Robert, his heir, bom 8th January, 1687. 

'i. Jean, bom 21st Sept. 1679. 

3. Elizabeth, bom 12th Nov. 1680. 

4. Grizel, bom 14th May, 1682.{ 

Bobert Sempill of Beltroes seems to have died in the 



at J««n were Fnneu Sempill of Bsltreea, Ef*'iiU'>'t^e' 9^ ^ nU 
ud John Sem^, jDuagsr.ui Bridgend. To that of EliiatMth, Frui 
SetnpmofBalirepB, and John Fatoo ; and bo that orQriiel.tha Lk 
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of 1713. He wM, afiooidiiig to tmditioii, a le- 
mazUhlT Iwndwne nan. Two finoi of a local soog, 
popular brfbn tke noddle of last centioy, alliide to Bd- 



** Om M& BUioplomt iieii cmii Bfaor, 
And Wn earn Bettmaa, tte Hmrar of them thair.*'* 

There k anoliher ficagment of TeiseB, refemng to ihe 
aame penod, firam whkiL it iroold i^ipear that Ladie 
Bc lU eea was aomewhat of a gaUanl; — 

" Bfathew Qir was awa* to Glaagoir, 
As frat aa he oonld ca\ 
Aii4 vhan they apoift whar he had been. 
He aaid, at the Thridpaiit Ha'. 
" But I didna see the Ladie Bel trooi 
The Ladie Beltrees she fled ; 
She loddt henel' into the room, 
And hid her ahint the bed. 
f • • • • 

M^ Peock she said she wasna in, 

And sae did Jean Ck)cfaiane. 
" Dinna ye mind o' Ladie Beltrees, 

Bin. I led tiiee np tiie stair? 
Thou said I was a bonnier lad 

Than bonnie Johnnie Blair. 



• From ill* r«Git«taoii of Mn Blackburn, deceased. 



" Kama thou mind o' Ladie Beltrees, 

Sin' I kisib thee in thy bed; 
' Thou said I was a bonnier lad 

Than Johnnie Blair or bonnie Ned. 
** Johnnie Blair was a bonnie lad, 

And the ladie likit him weil ; 
' Ned Dayison* was « deyer gMtfk, 

As soaple as onje ^1.'' 
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VI. — ^Robert SemjHll of Beltrees. He had a dispo- 
sition and resignation of the lands of Beltrees and Thrid- 
pairt from his fiEtther, son of Francis Sempill, dated 13th 
June 16879 when oi^y about five months old. This jii I 

resignation was no doubt resorted tOj the better to secure 
the property, amid ihe pecuniary embarrassments to which 
the fiunily were subjected. He married, 20th June 1722, 
Elizabeth, daughter of. G61. Alexander Cochrane of 
Uainshill, in Ayrshire, and grand-niece of Lord Coch- 
rane of Dundonald. In his early years he followed a 
sea-fiujng life— visiting Bussia and various other countries. 
Amongst lihe family papers with which we have been 
&voured there is a characteristic letter of his addressed 
from Edinburgh to his mother. It is superscribed: — 

• One Edward DaTidBon, la ih« troop of Iiord RoiB ia 1686, witaesied 
a paper at tht Thridpairt in that year. 



I 
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" The Laird of Beltrees, or in his abeenoe to his Lady — 
TheflCj":— 

"Dr 
'* Mother I Admire that all tiiis while ye nerer sent me my 
deaths knoning that 1 had but one short I mtreat yoa to send 
them for I am ashamed to borrow I hare sent for John Chap- 
man and Wm. Clark so being in haste I am 

« Your Loyeing sone 

" Robert SempilL" 
« Edr. June 28 1710." 

Robert Sempill would be in his twenty-third year when 
this q>istle was penned. His business in Edinburgh at 
this period had reference probably to the defence of Ids 
father and himself against the litigation carried on against 
them by James Steill, writer in Beith, who attempted to 
wrest the estate of Thridpairt from them on the plea of 
having claims against his &ther. We have voluminous 
papers before us on the subject, but the following extract 
from Fountainhall*s Decisions,* will perhaps convey a 
clearer idea of the case than we could gather from the 
mass of legal documents : — 



* Decisions of the Lords of Conncil and Session, from Jane 6th, 
1078, to July dOth, 1712. Conecied by the Hohaonible Sir John 
Lauder of Fountainhall. 2Tols.foUo. Edinbin^h, 1761. 
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" Nov. 29, 1709.— Semple of Beltrees elder, being 
resting some small debts up and down the country, and 
trusting one James Steill, a notar and writer in Beith, to 
puicbase in his debts, he taking advantage of his sim- 
plicity, buys in about 20 debts, and causes Belti^ees re- 
new the bonds, and because he was under a registrate 
interdiction, he, to shun it inakes them of a date some 
years prior, and then adjudges for the whole, and charges 
the superiors to infeft him, and pursues for mails and 
duties. Beltrees younger, finding his &ther over-reached 
he raises a reduction and improbation of the whole bonds, 
which were the grounds of the adjudication ; and Steill 
having produced them all but three, there is a certifica- 
tion extracted against these three, as false, for not produc- 
tion ; and as to the 17 produced, Beltrees craved he might 
abide by the verity thereof tub periculo falsi. And he 
compearing refused to abide by 15 of them, but only 
subscribed his abiding by two ; whereupon young Beltrees 
extracted his decreet of improbation as to these 15 sim- 
ply passed from, which extended to upwards of 25,000 
merks ; and as to the remaining, he repeated his articles of 
fiklsehood, but so as they likewise dipped on the forgery 
of these 15 passed from, in regard to the darkness of the 
contrivance, and the length of time, had made the proba- 
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turn and diBOorery more diffienlt, yet vestiges enongk still 
ranamed of the foxgerjyvSnch as he was tiilder no neces- 
sity to purchase them, and ksiew old Beltiees was inter- 
4iQtedy and yet he would meddle. 

*^ Next they (though fbf oonsidenible stuns) are all 
wrote on half sheets, and such as want the maA of the 
paper, hy which, in iho Earl of Haddington's time, 
when Fvesident of ike Sessioii, a fefg^ of a bond ttus 
diaooverod, and some of thrai being granted to his own 
tmaats, were afterwards paid and alto>ed in iheir rtetB. 
And as some sort of mm had need of a good melnoiy, 
so Mr Steill has been here canght in his own snare, for 
some of the bondf acknowledge receipts of the money 
from penona that were not then four jfears old, and 
others of them are dated on Bu/nday^ and generally 
ihey hear dead witnesses, wherec^ one of them on his 
death-bed declared he was never adhiUt a witross to any 
of Beltrees's bonds, above eight years ago, and yet they 
bote a much older date; besides they were all of one 
stile, which evinced that one spirit actuated and informed 
the whole machine, and jNPOved the ccmtrivanoe came 
from one and the same hand ; and though a late example 
was made on Hunter and Strachan, yet it was forgot, and 
persons were beginning that trado again. 



iS^amm^ 
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TbBijasiB tium^ im paasiiig from the 15 bonds did 
not free kim from the pcena faisi, seong he had made 
uae of th^n in the maimer above mentioned ; and 
tibongh he denied any aeoeesion, and ailedged all he 
aeted if as -with old Beltraes's oonsent, yet the Loids di9- 
diaiged the Clerka to give np thesebonde ptaaed from^ 
hot <»edsiBed tiiem- to lie tSl die event, for gitidg fiurther 
light, and iisoed out » imiraat to- Sherifis^ Htj^istratet, 
and all other Jndgei,, to apprehend him till he wefe tned 
ei^er before themfiehrev, or the Oriminal Court.** 

Robert Sempill of Bdtrees iras made & bdrgtssft of 
Ben&evr, llih Jujiy 1716, and was Colleetor of Gess finr jj 

fienfiewshiiey James Bhuc bein^ his depute, in 1784. 
He seems to have been esteemed a person of consider'^ 
aUe integrity and judgment. In 1742, he was appoint- j^ 

ei arbiter in an important dispute between Bdlbert Brodie 
of Calderhanch, and Mary Buntine, r^et of Andro 
Walker, of the Briglands,. and Agnes Buntine, wife of 
Br Oaldwell,^ about .the property, mon^ and goods left 
by Walker. Brodie waa ordained to pay the Buntine* 
1048merks. 

About 1755 the Laird of Beltrees iieemff ta hate ste- 
riously entertained the idea of proeecuting the family 
claim to the estate of Garbeiry.in Ireland* There is a 
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letter from Gnrafardof Gartebum, addressed to liiin, 28tli 
Januaiy of thai year, rtaiiiig the leaaons he had heard 
assigned by Sempill's fieither for not following out steps 
for the reooYeiy of the property. The substance of it 
is as follows : — ^At Sir James Sempill's death, Bobert, 
his son, entered heb to his fiaiher, in order to pursue said 
claim. When about entering upon the prosecution, the 
first rebellion came on in Ireland, which made him lay 
aside thoughts of pursuing his design. At last he died, 
and when his son, Francis, was resolving to go there, the 
next rebellion broke out ; and so soon as that was settled, 
he died. Afterwards there came people firom Ireland, 
inquiring for these papers from his son, Bobert, which he 
refused, because his own affidrs were disordered at home. 
He took it into his head to go to Carberry himself and 
Seonily, to pursue his claim ; but as he travelled in Ire- 
land to the county of Tyrone, he met with ai beneficial 
lease of lands from Squire Ghappell, which he accepted ; 
and after staying some time there, that gentleman took 
his papers* to Dublin for consultation. When he re- 



* The papers oonsisted of the following: — 

I. Indenture bet^rixt Sir James Sempill, Sir John Graham of iTrchill 
(Perthshire), and James Hamilton, dated 9th of December, 1606. 

II. Articles of agreement betwixt Donald M*Arthie Roogh of Carberry, 
Sir James Sempill, Sir John Graham, and James Hamilton, dated 
17th Dec 1606. 
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turned them he said* that aomething might be got for 
them, bnt he feared he would not be able to pursue it'. 
A ooirespondenoe was also carried on about this time, by 
CSraufdrd of Cartsbum and Robert Sempill, with a law- 
yer of the name of Kennedy, who offered to throw " a 
cool hundred'' into the affiur, besides his professional 
services, if he liked the complexion of the case. The 
prosecution, however, never seems to have been actually 
commenced. 

The pecuniary difficulties under which the fiunily of 
Bdtrees laboured, seems to have at last compelled the 
entire alienation of the property. The sale of the Third- 
part to William M^Dowall of Castle-Sempill took place 
in 1758. The lands comprehended the Hall, or pro- 
per Thiidpart, Watcrsyde, Faulds, Gorbets, Drygate, 
Haidgait, and Margonhill. After the sale he retired 
to Kilbaichan, where he feued thirty-four falls of 
ground, part of the Quarry, or Meadow-Park, for 22s. 2d. 
yearly, from Jean Millikcn, widow of William Milliken 
Napier of GuUcreoch, 12th March 1777, and built there- 



in. Patent under the Broad Seal granted by King Janiea to Sir James 
Sempill, of the ▼illage and landa of Kilbrittan, in the country of 
Carberry, Ireland, wiUi Bever^ other lands, in the 13th year of his 
Majesty s reign in England, 1615. 
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on a hoiue called BeltreoB Cottage. He ififfUBed Ais 
liouse to liis daughter, Jean SempQl, 2l8t August^ 1784. 
Robert, the last laird of Bdtreee, Uved to a rerj ad- 
vanded mge* He died in August 1789, having completed 
two yeaiSi mote than a oenturj. Towards the close ef 
his life his memory gradnallj fiedled him. Two occnr- 
lenees, however, remained firmly impressed upon his 
mind after almost every other had been forgotten^ The 
first of these was the burning of the witches at Faid^, 
on the lOdi June 1697. He was then about ten years 
of age, and residing, along with his parents, at PoUodt 
House, the residence of his uncle. He widied ta visit 
Paisley on the occasion, but his parents hid his shoes^ to 
keep him fieom going. He, however, went barefooted* 
The memorable seven years' fiunine, when ** deaths and 
burials were so many and common, that the liying* were 
wearied in: the Inirying of the dead,'' prevailed attbos 
time. An. immense crowd assembled at Fable j to wit^ 
■ess die inmiolation of the witches, and bread oould not 
be had at any price. The second occurrence was his 
having seen Peter the Great, Czar of Bussia, at Arch- 
angel, while amusing himself with some sea animals in 
a pond. One of them snapped at the Czar, and bit the 
cock of his hat. 
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In stature Robert Sempill was not above the middle 
size, five feet seven or eight inches high ; but remarkably 
stont and well built. He usoallj'went to bed hj ten at 
night ; rose early, generally before any other member of 
the family ; was very temporate in his meals— ^lain diet, 
pottage and milk for breakfast, broth and meat for din- 
ner, and pottage, or sowens, tod milk for supper. In 
the latter part of his ii&^ when tea became more &8hion- 
able in the afternoon,^ hp Uxk a Ixtde cheeM and bread, 
and a bottle of porter or strong ale. :He nerer' tasted 
tea in his life. He was somewhat social, and ^ould oc- 
casionally take a long seat at the bottle, tho\igh by no 
means a drunkard. When engaged iu a company to his 
liking he was not the. first to rise. Spirits and strong 
ale were his fistvourites. If at any time , he drank toddy, 
he had not above two-thirds of it water. Mrs Campbell, 
his daughter, said that his legs were a little swelled ever 
smce she remembered any thing of him ; yet he enjoyed 
an uninterrupted state of good health, till within ten 
days of his death. In proof of this, it is said he could 
perform a journey about twenty miles a-day, as well as 
many feats of agility, such as leaping, not long before 
Us death. 
The lady of Robert iSempill of Beltrees is said to have 
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been a very elegant woman. She predeceased her hus- 
band. They had issue : — 

1. James, who died at St Lucie, in America. 

2. , died young. 

3. Bobert, of whom afterwards. 

4. UrsuLi, married to William Collins, Esq. Bonaw. 
He was an Englishman — second son of Thomas 
Collins, Esq. of Lively Woodhouse, near Durham. 
They had many children, who all died without 
issue, except 

1. Hamilton Collins, who married Mary Carrie, Ar- 
gyleshire. Issue :— 

Hamilton Collins, who, on the death of his grand- 
nude, assamed the name of Sempill, bom 2d 
Oct. 1794. He married Susanna Ann Dow, grand- 
daughter of George, eldest son of John Campbell 
of Otter, Aigyle, by Marion, daughter of Sir 
Collin Campbell of Ardkinlas, whose mother was 
Marion, daughter of Sir James Sempill of Bel- 
trees, and has issue. 

5. Elizabeth, married to John Gardner, Esq. of Busile- 
a'-Thoms and Windyash, Cumberland, and had issue, 
a son and daughter. Gardner, the son, mar- 
ried the only daughter of Gilbert Ogilvie, Esq., by 
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Miss Wright of Broom, and had issue, John Gardner, 
Esq. of Springbog ; GKlbert Ogilyie Ghudner, M.D., 
of the H.E.I.G. Medical Staff; and Bobert Ogilvie 
Gardner, lieut^ in tiie 19th foot, who died at Ceylon. 

6. Annabella, bom in 1729, was married to Ebenezer 
Campbell, son of a clergyman in Ayrshire, in 1752. 
He studied for the Church. He went to the 
West Indies, leaving his family at Kilbarchan. He 
died in Jamaica. ^Aimabella Sempill, or Mrs 
Campbell, died at Kilbarchan, September, 1812, 
aged 83. She had four daughters, two of whom 
married, and had issue. The eldest, Elizabeth, 
married John Stewart, from Paisley, merchant in 
Greenock. 

7. Isabella Sempill died unmarried at Kilbarchan. 

8. Jean, bom in 1737, remained a spinster at Kil- 
barchan. Her father disponed to her his house at 
Kilbarchan, (21st August 1784), which she sold 
to William Stewart in the Tandlehill, 29th August 
1789, about a fortnight or three weeks after her 
father's death. She died ot Kilbarchan, in 1817. 

From the hand-writing we conceive Bobert, the last 
Laird of Beltrees, to have been the preserver of the 
poems by his grandfather, Francis Sempill, which we 
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haTe had the pleasme of piiiiting for. the fixai^imein 
the finrqjdng pages. He eiideatlyhftd a taste for poetry » 
there beiiig aeTeral other pieces among his 'MSB. not the 
compositioa of iiis gxand&ther.* .ISieKe is some-reason 
to hdiere diat he occasionally: wooed the mujBe^himself. 
The foUowin^ song, called «' Bamiliaai/' is ascribed by 
tradition to Beltiees. It was composed on a daughter 
of his neighbour, who left an old man wh(»n she was 
forced to marry, and ran off With a sailor. 



* The following Hum occur in the older portion of the MSS. The 
Author of them is not mentioned. Th6 reader ia therefore at liberty 
to ooBjeetore whether they may or may not be the production of 
FraadsSempill:— ^ 

Si tn esses mem res, 
Mea res, mea res , 
Si tn esses mea res, 

Qnam bone te amarem ! 
£ Lnndino afferem, 
CUeriarem optimam. 
Sic bene te amarem. 

^ [la Scots as follows :] 

If thou were my ain thing, 
A7 ain thiiig, mj ain thing ; 
If thou were my ain thing. 

How dearly wonld I love thee!- 
Out of London I wonld bring 
A silken hat, a golden string, 
And after that some better thing, 

So dearly would I lo?e tiiee. 
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BAMILLIES. 



My daddie marrie't me too young 
To an anld man baith deaf and dnmb ; 
He laid beside me like a rang. 
He wadna torn unto his lassie. 

Oeb ! laddie munt and go, ' 

Dear sailor, bmse and go ; 

Och ! laddie muat and go ; 
. Go, and Pse go wi' thee, laddie. 

Pse sell my rock, I'se sell my reill. 
And sae sail I my spinning wbeill, 
And I'se bay thee a kep o' steill, 
And thon gang iri' me, laddie. 
Oeh! laddie, &c. 

The anld man he lay fost asleep, 
The keys o' the coffer she did keip, 
And ont o' the wnnnook she did creip, 
She's mnntit and gana wi' her laddie. 
Od^! laddie,^. 

They hired a boat at the Ramillics, 
To sail to yon fine ship at sea. 
To sail to yon fine ship at sea, 
To see gif she was wi' her laddie. 
Och ! laddie, &e. 
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And thair they drank the red wyne sae free, 
And coist the glasses in the sea ; 
And cnist the glasses in the sea, 
Wi' joy that she wan wi* her laddie. 
Och ! laddie, &c.« 

We have seen that Francis Sempill was the author of 
the oldest yeraion of " Auld Langsyne." It is evident, 
however, that there must have beai another, which 
Bums modelled into the present popular set. From 
statements by the descendants of the Beltrees family, it 
is not improbable that Robert the last laird was the au- 
thor of the version amended by Bums. On this subject 
Mr Alexander Stuart, of Beltrees Cottage, Greenock, 
says, in a letter dated 11th October 1843, ** 1 have heard 
Mr H. C. Sempill and my &ther conversing together 
about the song of * Auld Langsyne.* They cannot 
state who the author is, but maintain it belongs to the 
fiunily of Sempill. If you compare what I aaid in my 
former letter about this, it ought to be, that old Beltrees 
(YI.) in speaking to my father when a lad, took notice 
of that expression in the song, " we twa hae paidl't in 
the bum," as merely in allusion to himself and his sister 



* From oral recitation in 1829. 
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when children. At all eventfl that song is not the com- 
position of the Edinburgh brewer." 

YII. Robert SempiIl,bom at the Thridpairt about 1726. 
He went to Edinburgh, where he became an eminent 
brewer. He is mentioned in Williamson's Directory of 
Edinburgh for 1784— " Robert Sempill, Brewer, Castle- 
bams." He died at Castlebams, 5th February 1810, and 
was buried at Golinton, near Edinburgh. He mar- 
ried an Edinburgh lady, but the union proved an unfor- 
tunate one. All his children predeceased him. By his 
latter-will, dated 11th July 1807, and recorded 10th 
February 1810, a grand-nephew, therein called Robert 
Collins, was constituted his heir. The trustees were 
directed " to dispone to Robert Collins, son of Ha- 
milton Collins, my grand-nephew, on condition of his 
assuming and using the name of Sempill, and to his 
heirs using the name of Sempill, all and whole my 
% property of Castlebams, to remain in perpetuity in the 
&mily of Sempill of Beltrees, being part of the lands of 
Brandsfieldy formerly called Dairy, lying within the 
parish of St Cuthberts and sheriffdom of Edinburgh ; 
and in case the said Robert Collins shall be in minority 
at the time of my decease, the trustees shall not dispone 

7 
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tW aoid pnipei^ to hin^ bat retaja pdvsesnon Ud msn^ 
agement thereof lill liit miyority^ At;." In Chse of liia 
dying without issue, the trustees ireie to " dispone the 
mM prcf)ert7, 0^ [infits ftnd nak thevedf ■■ Am hands, 
to his own nearest hor-m^ whomMMV^." Ji irovM 
ftppaar that Jio&ert wm a minioziMt. The dispoatbon 
of the fiQpaty, ucra^ng to the w^ fna cSecMd ott 
IS& idxaaxj, 1817, " to and m &Toa!c of Hstailtoa 
(in the said trust-dispositica miwiHiw^ Bobert) CoUint 
Sen{>ill, only son and diild of HuailtOD Oidlini, gtmd- 
nephew of the said Hobert SemioU," &c. I^otwkh- 
Btanding the injunction of the testanent, that '&* 
" property c£ Casdriianu should vemaiA in du fa- 
mily of Sonpill of Beltrees," it was disposed of hj 1h« 
creditors of Hamilton Collim Seoiiill to Janet L^nm, 
aUat Spenoe, in 1818. 

Mr Sen^ll left iegtasM " to Jean Sempill, ny nstw, 
residing at Spriji|bog, £50 ; to ABnabell& Sanpill, my 
sister, at Kilharchan, £60," &c. 

The residence of the Semfolls of Bdtrtes vas or^;iB- 
ally at Bdtrees, where there was a Btiwg stone honae, 
or tower. It is enumerated, tanoBg otiter places oi 
strengA in the county i^ BeD&€W, in MeB)p«naie'« 
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" Abridgement, or Summarie of the Scots dironicles," 
printed in 1612.* It is suppoead that the tower of 
Beltreee had become ruinous, or bees token down about 
1650, whoi the fiimil; removed to their other seat of 
Thirdpait. Both reeidenoee were in the south of the 
comity, on the borders a£ Ayrshire- 

The anns of the Sempills of Beltreee were the same 
aa "Qiose of Lord Sempill. Nisbet sajs — " Frands 
Sempill of Beltreaa carriet, as Sempill, with a gilljr- 
flower, for hia dif&nnce." In " The Publict Roister of 
the AnocB and Bearings in Scotland," 1676, folio US., 
probably a da^cate cfi the Lyon Register, the arms are 
thus described : — " Frsneif Sempill of Beltrees, deacend- 
ed of the fiunily of Sempill, Bears Ar. a chevrone 
checkie G,, and of the first betwixt three bugles Sa. Id 
chiefe three gelliflowen of the second. Crest, a hand 
b(d^ig a pistoll. The motto is In l&yaUie. 



• ReprlnM in the " MiKelUnca Seotiea : ft uilleetlon of Tract* 
nliUng to tfaa Uiitoi?, Aptl^itifi, Top)gTapb7, »n4 Littntun ot 

Swtlud." Qlatgav, 1S18, 1 toU lui. 8vo. 
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MM^bvMMhitaBfe* 



The following Epitaphs on Sir James Sempill and his 
son Bobert, are copied from the •original MSS., which 
were " found/' by Wodrow,* " amongst the papers of 
Sir Jamc^ Semple ojF Beltrees at Thridpair^ in Kil- 
barchan " : — 

EPITAPH OF THE RIGHT WORTHIE SIR JAMES 
SEMPLE OF BELTREIS KNYGHT. 

OiUE that my mournful Muse wold rest hot for a qnhyle 
That I might now impart my woe with ane heroik style 
Qohair sal I pairt my plaints : quhair sal I oonfort seik 
Since al hes intresse in my losse : and all of sorrow speik 
This land has lost such one: one man of men and more 
lA^o was menteinner of Gods trewth (as was that Lord before 
His grandfather of worth : defendit by his suord 
The gospell of Chryst Jesus still) : He with his pen and word 
Defendit ay Chrystis caus : against both fireind and £o 
Whilk makis his fame to live behind : and sail doe ever so 
Then monme all that hes losse : (he is not lost for ever 
Ach zit it doeth confounde me heir that I sail sie him never) 
Moume Preachers first of all, for ze hawe lost a piller, 
Zea such ane knyght is not behind, so forward a weilwiller, 



* Wodrow MSS. foL vol. xxviiij in the posBsession of the Church 
of Scotland. 
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So zel<»iia in defimce, by learning to defend 
Zoor cans against all P^q^ah bioodis whar ewer they war kend 
For ^lint* he was hard flint : for Fkeasts a leamit Paekman 
Thair knaweries he did weil deteet and made them to stepe 

bakthan 
I can not tel loar eans so hawe to moome and cry 
Of water se wU knaw the wse, quhen once the wel is dry 
Sig^ nixt thow Fasley sore, for now thy Lott is gone 
Wnto lus dtie of refuge : Thy day it wH oome on 
Bemone him Semples all : soar greife can not be shawne 
The greatest g^orie of that name he made it to be knawne 
Let not soar mowming be : this day nnto the Temple 
Bot mowme ye ewir qnhen ze heir the name of Sib James 



Moome se ids Oiphanes nyne : lowe wther without stryfe 
The lowingest Father had ze once diat ewer leiwit on lyfe 
Ze moumfall Mous nyne, to these his nyne sow tome 
And toone zonr strings wntb their cleifs, and helpe them stil 

to moume. 
Zonr qointessenoe is waste : he's dead that made zow leife 
Death hes bereft zow of zonr lyfe ze cane not not now bot 

greive 
Now let zoor lanral rot, die, fiade, consamoy and wither 
And die ze Mosis nyne with him, and be intombed togither : 



* More correctly " Sprint," at the reference is evidently to John 
Sprint, *' a grave and pions divine," who publitked, in 1618, a tract en- 
titled *f Caasander Anglicanns : shewing the necessity of conforming 
to the prescribed Ceremonies of our Church," Ac. Sir James Sem- 
pill wrote an answei* to this tract, under the title of ** Cassandra Seo- 
ticana to Cossander Anglicanns." 
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No monumental Toiube his woiilk oui keir inlierit i:<itu sdei 

Let gode report be stU his Tomhe, aoocoxding to his merit. ic^omi 

A. S.* *a:^qin^ 

Semonet 



[ELEQY ON SIB JAMES SBMPILL QF BELTKEEa] 

ILLUSTBISSXlfO TIBO BT NUNQUAM SATIS LAUPATO, OBQUB BBFU- H^HA] 

BUCA LITBBABIA OFTIMB XBBITO D. JACOfiQ SEMPLIO, 

P08UIT GULIELMUS WALL£SlUS.t >«souti 

Qoffi dneri qnse jnsta tao, yir magne, paientum 

Debita sincerse pignora amicitisB ? W^ 

An lacryiasd dira infandi Monomenta doloris ^ 

McBstaque flebilibus cannina fosa media ? W 

Vnde mihi tanto laorymarum eequanda dolori K( 

Vis, Tdo madidas quse riget imbre genas ? Sisti 

Aut quis te dignum oannen dabit ? Anser olori C 

Aadeat obstreperos ore ciere aonos ? ?k 

* Alexander Sempill, a sonnet bj whom appear in " The Ptckman'a ^ 

Paternoiter," pase Ii. 

t William Wallace was Master of the Orajnmar School of Glaagow. 
Among otiier Latin verses by him, we may notice a contribution to the 
** Funerals of Patrick Forbes of Corse, bishop of Aberdene," in 1635, 
where be designs himself ** M. GVL. WALLAS^ Latinse Lingnn Pro- 
fessor, et Scholfe Glaagaensis Pr»ceptor.** Principal BaiUie, in May ^ 
1680, enumerating some of the eminent men of Glasgow, inclndet 
** Guil. Wallace, our late Schoolmaster, a fine poet."-^(Letter8 and 
Jonmals, vol. iii. p^ 403.) 
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Ant quiB sidereas laetiiBi* Tolitwe per aroes 

Ingenium dMrita tollen laude qneat? 
Oraxidia quid tmiiies ? VeUeu taihi Oyirtbitti aurem 

Sio monet : Sn mu^iatt eit toIqisn tatii. 
!Brgo canas ta te ipte^ oana* te pofttliuma faauk, 

Te Monmnenta canant divitiB ingenii. 



tEPITAPH ON K. -SEBIPILL OF BELTBEES.] 

IN HONOBATI88. ET OUNOTIS DILBCTJIB. ]>OICINUaC BOBERTUM 

SEMFELIUM a BBLTBaaea, 

StiaTis abit firtns, 8cel«» obrc^pit, «n adit astra 

Beettudi) proh terris nozia castra locant, 
Saltbisius yirtutis amans, sio tendit ad astra 

Nostris non preeibas proh revocandas, abit. 
Sistere ne poteras ? tua dam consortia nobis 

Chara forent, minime me Yocitante Deo. 
Prompta nimis sed eras subito tam rampere filam 

Atrope, cradelitas sed ttta f agit atrox : 
Mnsophilmn doleant cundi, Ingete Camoanse 

Moereat et lepidos ; occidit ille legens. 
YitSB transactsB Celebris none proemia carpit, 

Elysiis campis, quam lachrymandus, obit. 



* On the margin corrected, " natum." 
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IN BUNDBM. 

Clare Sbmpxli petis astra, splendor 
PatrisB, Musis decus, et faoodtns 
Semper, absentem doleant amid 
Notos et omnis. 

Nam sales omnes faerunt amosnsB 
Pefoit nozsB jocos, at quis alter 
Moasta (suppleta Tioe) rebus arctis 
Oorda lerabit. 

Fata te chamm Yocitare, yerum 
Frustra, disoedis Domino yocante, 
Ast tuam &mam (sine fine) nullum 
Eruet sBTum. 

A. W. T. S. 
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PACKMAN'S PATERNOSTER, 



BY 



SIR JAMES SEMPILL, 



WITH. ADDITIONS BY HIS SON. 




L 



TO THE READER. 

This Present (for the present) I present, 

To you, good Reader, with my small addition, 

The which, to imitate is my intent : 

To match, or over*match, were great ambition : 
I but enlarge it, not surpasse ; for neither 
I may, can, will, dare parrallel my Father. 

• 

I may not ; for I cannot reach unto it ; 

And though I could, I will not enterprise it ; 

And though I would, could, might, I dare not do it; 

To dare, were with disdain for to despise it. 
My Parents Po^'me only to expresse, 
I presse, of new, to put into the Presse. 



CONFERENCE 

BETWEEN 

A PEDLER AND A PRIEST. 

OB, 

The Pack-mans Pater noster, 
Which he leam'd in a Closter : 
Whereof he sore repented, 
And prayes it may be printed. 

Not fitting for the Schools, 5 

Yet School-master of fools. 

A Polands Pedler went xipon a day, 

Unto his Parish Priest to learn to pray : 

The Priest said, Pack-man, thou must haunt the Closter, 

To learn the Ave, and the Pater noster. 10 

Pack-man* 

Now, good Sir Priest, said he, What talk is that ? 
I hear you speak, but God in Heaven knows what. 

Priest. 

It is, said he, that holy Latine-letter, 

That pleaseth God well, and our Ladie better. 
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Pack-man, 

Alaoe, Sir Jolrn, I'le never understand them, 15 

So must I leave your prayers as I fend them. 

Priest 

Tush, tush, says he, if thou list for to learn 

The Latine prayers rightlie to discern, 

And sojourn but a little with me here, 

Within a month I shal make thee parqueer. 20 

Pcboh-man, 

Parqueer, said he! that will be but in saying ; 
In words, not sense, a pratling, not a praying. 
Shal I, Sir John, a man of perfect age, 
Fray like an idle Parret in a cage 1 

Priest 

A Parret can but pratle for her part, 25 

But towards God hath neither hand nor heart. 

Pack-man. 

And seeing I have head and heart to pray, 

Should not my heart know what my tongue does say % 

For when my tongue talks, if mine heart miscarry, 

How quickly may I mar your Ave Mary ? 30 

And I, Sir, having many things to seek. 

How shal I speed, not knowing what I speak ? 

Priest 

Because that God all tongues doth understand. 
Yea knows the very thoughts before the hand. 
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Pdch-man. 

Then if I think tme thmg, and «peak anoth^, 35 

I ivill both crab Christ, and our Ladle his mother ; 
For when I pray for making up my pack, man, 
Your Ave Mary is not worth a plack, man. 

PrieaU 

Thy Latine prayeis are but geneml heads^ 

Containing erery special tliat thou needs ; 40 

The Latine serves us for a Lituigie, 

As medicines direct the Ghiruxgie : 

And in this hmgoage Mass is said and sung : 

For priyate things i»ay in thy mothar tongue. 

Podb-man. 

Then must I have a tongue, Sir John, for eidier, 45 
One for the Mother, another tone the Father. 

Priest 

Thinks thou the Mother does not know such smal things ? 
Christ is her Son, man, and he tells her all things. 

Pdck-man, 

But, good Sir John, where learned our Lady her.Latines, 
For in her dayes were neither Mass nor Matinees 50 

Nor yet one Priest that Latine then did speak. 
For holy words were then all Hebrew and Ghreek ; 
She never was at Borne, nor kist Popes toe. 
How came she by the Mass, then would! kno ? 
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Prieet. 

Pack-man, if thou believe the L^endary ; 55 

The Masse is elder far then Christ or Mary : 
For all the Patriarchs, both more and lesse, 
And great Melchisedeck himself said Mass. 

Pack-man. 

But good Sir John, spake all these Fathers Latine ? 

And said they Masse in surplices and Satine t 60 

Could they speak Latine long ere Latine grew ; 

And without Latine no Mass can be true. 

And as for Hereticks that now translate it, 

False miscreants, they shame the Masse and slate it ] 

Priest. 

Well, Pack-num, faith, thou art too curious, 65 

Thy spur-blind zeal, fervent, but furious : 

I^d rather teach a whole Coven of Monks, 

Then such a Pack-man vrith his Puritane spunks. 

This thou must know, that cannot be deny*d, 

Borne reign'd over all when Christ was crucify'd : 70 

Borne Ethenick then, but afterwards converted, 

And grew so honest, and so holy hearted, 

That now her Emp'ror is tum*d in our Pope, 

His Holiness, as you have heard, I hope. 

He made a Law, that all the World should pray 75 

In Latine Language to the Lord each day : 

And thus in our Traditions you may try, 

Which if you list to read, and shal espy 
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The Pope to be Christs Vicar, sole and sure, 

And to the Worlds end will so endure. 80 

Surely this purpose puts ine far abaek, 
And hath mo points, then pins in all my pack ; 
What ever power you give to your Pope, 
He may not make a man an Ape, I hope. 

JR. S, 

But good Sir John, before we further go, 85 

Resolve me this, since you assail me so : 
How, when, and where this Vicarage befell 
Unto your Pope 1 1 pray you briefly tell. 

PrieaU 

Know you not 1 Peter when he went to Rome, 

He there was execute, which was his doom : 90 

And in his latter will and Legacy, 

At Rome he left his full Supremacy 

Unto the Pope ; which Legacy was given 

By Christ to Peter, when he went to Heaven. 

And so the Pope (though mediately, indeed 95 

By Peter) Christs sole Vicar doth succeed ; 

And every Pope sensyne from race to race. 

Succeeds each other in the Papal place. 

By your assertion surely I perceive, 

You press to prove that Peter then did leave 100 
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Such Legacy to those who did him murther : 

Think ye such fond oonoeitB your cause can fiurtber ? 

That's but a Tery fidsly forged fiction. 

And proTes most for your Romish whoors conviction. 

For Borne did fakly fall from Tetezs fidthy 105 

And Burreo-like bereft him of his breath. 

And so your Pope doth merit no preferment. 

But, as an Hangman, Peters upper garment. 

And still, Sir John, ye strive to play the knave, 
Affirming falsly Peter did receive 1 10 

His Primacy from Christ, when thus he spoke, 
That he would build his Church upon that Bock: 
As if on Peter Christ had only founded 
His Holy Church for ever to be grounded : 
To wrest the Scripture is your whole pretence, 115 

Either into an ill or double sense. 
Christ built his Church on Peters pure pn^iossion, 
And on the solide Bock of his confession. 
That he was Christ, which is a firm foundation 
Against all Bomish-Popish inundation. 120 

I sory am to see you so unwise, 
For Peter after that deny'd Christ thrice : 
Christ built his Church on faith, which byds a tryal. 
And not upon poor Peters thrice denyal : 
On this* a friend of mind did make a Sonet ; 125 

A pretty one, if I could light upon it : 
So here it is, and in it ye may read, 
How your proud Pope to Peter did succeed. 



* Alexan. SempUl. 
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Why should prophane proud Papists thus presume 
To say, their Pope to Peter doth succeed t 130 

Bead we that Peter (if he was at Borne) 
Bode rob'd with triple crowns upon his head t 
Pray'd ever Peter for the souls of dead % 
Or granted pardon for the greatest din 1 
How many Nunces, note we, he did need 135 

Through all the Nations that his name was in \ 
How many Friers had Peter, can we find. 
In sundry sorts so shaven with a shame 'i 
Was ever Peter so blasphemous blind. 
As to take holinesse imto his Name 1 140 

The Pope succeeds to Peter in no case, 

But in denial, and in no divine place. 

R, S. 

Poor Peter, only thrice, did Christ deny : 

Once was too much : but soon he did espy 

How that he rashly had forsworn his master ; 145 

For which Christ shortly did apply a plaster 

To his sick Soul, and placed his grace therein. 

Which is the only antidote for sin. 

Christ tum'd and look'd on him, and was content 

To pardon Peter, since he did repent. 150 

But I can prove your Pope, Sir John, to be 
Into a great deal worse estate then he : 
For Popes do dayly both in word and deed 
Deny our Lord, as after ye may read : 

Who derogates from Qirist the full perfection 155 
Of mediation, for our Souls election : 
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And say, Iiis sufFeringa cannot satisfie 

For all our sins, and cure our misery : 

But mix their humane merite (vile ambition !) 

The foolish brain-sick birth of mans tradition : 160 

And als the works of Supererogation, 

With Ghrists true merite, our sole consolation, 

Donyes that Christ can be his only Saviour : 

Can ye call this a Christian-like behaviour ? 

No, that ye cannot, for we may espy all 165 

Such dealing is of Christ a flat denyal. 

But this your Pope doth mishently maintain. 

That humane merite mercy must obtain : 

What humane merite means, I have no skill. 

Go ye to Heaven by any means ye will : 170 

I hope in God that heaven I shal inherite 

Through Christ his only mercy-worthy merite. 

Your Pope denyes his Lord without repentance, 

For dayly profit ; and draws near the sentence 

Of Judos case ; For when the Lord had told him 175 

He should betray him, then he shortly sold him 

Unto the Jews, and thirty pence did take, 

Too smal a sum his Saviour to forsake. 

Tet after that he fain would have repented, 

But not so soon his sin he had resented : 180 

He forth-with ran in haste, and hang'd himself, 

Who sold his Saviour for vile worldly pelf. 

For Judas one, each Pope may compt five hunder 

For every day, and do not at it wonder. 

Nor think him damnified by such transgression, 185 

For 'tis the richest point of his profession, 



— ^j i_ n 
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And is the finest feather in his wing, 

Which makes him loath to guite such trafficking ; 

And so your Pope not only doth deny Christ, 

But Judas-like, he sels, and Papists buy Christ* 190 

Tet suffer me, Sir John, for to relate 
Some Orders of your Popish Roman state. 
First is your Pope, whom so your Clergy calls, 
Next him ye have your pompous Cardinalls, 
Tour Prelats, Priests, your Priors and your Patrons, 195 
Tour Monks at Mass, and Matins with your ]f atrons : 
Tour Abbots Convents, and your Chaste Abesses ; 
Your Nunries Nnno, your pointed Prioresses : 
Tour Jebusitish Jesuits, your Friars, 
So ras*d with rasors, and so shaven with shears : 200 

Some of the Order of Dominican, 

Some of the Order of proud Franciscan. 

And, think ye not the Romish Church doth erre. 

When before Christ Saint Francis they prefer ? 

They make Christ (only) but as an Orator, 205 

But make Saint Francis only Exorator. 

Christ but to pray. Saint Francis to prevaiJ, 

And to obtain, when Christ his prayers fail. 

Some of another Order are conteoit, 

Caird Capuchins, themselves for to torment, 210 

With many mo I may not now rehearse. 

Which would be tedious to put in verse. 

Search all the Scriptures through, see what it sayes, 

If such styles were in Christs or Peters dayes. 

No, good Sir John, I surely do suppone, 215 

Like those you shal find either few or none. 
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And yet, Sir John, I'le sliow you what a story 
Tour ancient Fothero tell of Purgatory : 
They do affirm that Antidunstian Cell 
To be a place next adjacent to Hell ; 220 

Alike in pain, but not alike in case, 
Of the continuance of time and space : 
Wherein are Souls for venial sins committed : 
(For satisfying mortal sins remitted : 
Some souls are likewise for a time tormented) 225 

Until by pray*r Gods anger be relented. 
And the confession hereof is, aa saith 
Your Bellannine, a point of Catholick faith : 
And so must be undoubtedly believed ; 
Where-out, who payes most, soonest is relieved : 230 
Not by good faith, but only by good deeds, 
And pratling Pater nost^rs on their beads : 
And dayly Sacrifices of the living, 
And weekly rents, and ofiferings largely giving : 
And by their publick and proclaimed alms, 235 

A silver showr that fyrie furnace calmes. 
And as for me. Sir John, I say no more. 
But this into my heart I heap in store ; 
By faith in Christ Gods grace is to me given. 
That my Soul shortly shal ascend to Heaven. 240 

When this life ends, my ghost shal go to glory. 
Pox on your presupposed Purgatory, 
In/hntum LimbuSy and your Lin^ms Patru'm, 
Wliere-out none comes^ but by the Preees Fratrum^ 
(Ye say) and Masses said for souls departed, 245 

Whereby poor pievish peoples pelf is parted 
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Amongdt your Clergy, making them believe 

Their silly souls thai quickly shal relieve 

Out of that pain : And as for them that pay most, 

Creeds, Ares, Paters, Mass, they pray, and say meet. 250 

To make llieir sayings sure, they cite the Scripture, 
But falsely formed with a ragged rupture ; 
Of which, if ye would smdy hare a somt, 
Bead Cartwnght against Bhemes New Testament ; 
The which to prove how little they prevail, 255 

Bead Doctor Mortons Protestant appeal ; 
Where ye shal find this purpose well disputed, 
And by them both right leianedly refuted. 
It passeth Papists power for to prove it, 
The more I hear, ^e more I loath to love it. 260 

So since. Sir John, ye have no Scripture {<x it, 
But meer alleadgences, I must abhore it ; 
To trust such tales I shal be very sory, 
I*le go to Heaven, go ye to Purgatory. 

In Borne likewise, to hinder fornication, 265 

Tour Pope admits a great abomination ; 
They su&ar borthek without re{M:ehension, 
For augmentation of their yearly pension. 
Wherein for Cleigy-nen are Stewes allowed. 
For weekly payment, constantly avowed. 270 

They spare not cmly to exact a rent. 
From persons willing to live continent ; 
Allowing them their whoors (thus they insist) 
In Stewes ; where the may have th^n, if they list. 
For Qergy-m^ they suffer not to marry, 275 

Consenting to a course that's quite ocmtrary 
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To Gods LaWy charging his Church withall, 

There should not be a whoor in Israel. 

But your Pope Adrian, for yearly fewes, 

Did build in Borne (0 Borne !) a stately Stewes ; 280 

Behold his godlesse, graoelesse, goodlesse carriage ; 

To build a Borthel, disanulling marriage. 

Now, were I lay, or Church-man, by my life, 

I should renounce your Stewes, and take a wife. 

And last, your Pope, like all deyouring dogs, 285 
In Borne aUows the Jews their Synagogues ; 
AYherein our Lord and Saviour Christ they curse, 
For yearly payment to enlarge their purse; 
And yet before a Jew become a Papist, 
Hee*l rather quite his God and turn an Atheist. 290 
Now what profession will they not permit. 
For profit in their Sodom for to sit t 
Except true Protestants, most Apostolick, 
And pure professors, Christians Catholick ; 
Such they will never suffer in their city, 295 

They persecute them all, and have no pity ; 
But s^l pursue them both with sword and fire, 
Like mad-men in their fury and their ire. 
And like blood-thirsty raging Lyons roaring 
After their preyes ; like hungry Wolves devouring 300 
The blood of Saints, when they can apprehend them ; 
I hope in God, he dayly shal defend thesm. 
Against their Devilish desperate intentions ; 
And their invective Jesuite inventions. 
And all their wicked wills, and subtile shots, 305 

Their most abominable powder plots. 
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See &om their fountains what sweet water spriiigs, 
To send out tongues to kill their native Kings : 
Both Prince and people, to destroy they care not, 
Man, wife, and child to put to death they spare not. 310 

Mark what a vile report Queen Katherin caries. 
For that mad Massacre she made at Paris ; 
Should any soul such sakelesse slaughter smother. 
So mishently committed by her Mother 1 
Who sent out bloody Butchers to cut down, 315 

The whole Protestants present in the town ; 
Both under trust, and under cloud of night : 
But I repose in Jacobs God of might, 
He will undoubtedly ere it be long, 
Both judge their cause, and eke revenge their wrong. 320 
Albeit their bones be buried in the dust, 
In God omnipotent I put my trust : 
(As in the sacred Fathers we do read) 
The blood of Saints shal be the Churches seed. 

Though ye think your Profession true and pure, 325 
Had ye a spunk of grace (Man) I am sure, 
(Hearing me make so many true relations, 
How Rome maintains so gross abominations) 
Her devilish doctrine soon ye would despite, 
And questionless, her courses quickly quite. 330 

For Rome, we see, retains into her Treasure, 
Popes, perjury, profanity, and pleasure ; 
Priests, Papists, Pardons, Prelates, Priors punks, 
Mass, matines, matrons mumbling with their Monks ; 
Contentious Jesuits, counterfeit contrition ; 335 

That hellish hole of Spanish Inquisition ; 

B 
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Earth Epiourefl) equiTocatiog dfe, 

Poft up with pampering pride of paltred pelfs; 

TeneetaJal temporizezs, tratUees tniiton ; 

False, &med, fiutUess, filthy foniicators : 340 

Unhappy hypocrites, nnwholsome whoon, 

In bristly borthek, Babylonish bowis. 

With shiuneless strumpets in iheir stinking Stewes; 

Inyyous Jesuits, inyectiye Jews. 

Equivocation, mental reservation, 345 

The devil devised such doctrine for damnation ; 

They eat their God, they kill their King, ihey cousen 

Their neighbour : is not this a great abusing 1 

With many monstrous things I cannot name. 

On which to think it makes me sweat for shame : 350 

As are these Bites maintain'd in Bomes theatre. 

And first the casting of their holy water : 

Their exorcisme, their images, their altars : 

Of crosses, cups, and pals. Popes are exalters. 

Of candles, and of Churches consecration, 355 

With vestments in the Church for decoration ; 

Their hypocritical hid Hermitages, 

Their pennance and pollut^ pilgrimages; 

Free "vnll, and humane merite for offences, 

With jugling J^ubilees and indulgendes ; 360 

And of tiie Saints their idle invocation. 

And by the Pope their curst Canonization. 

Aimc4r GonfenioB, Tile poUution, 

And for their sins a-pay'd for absdiution ; 

Their private Masses, and their murmuration, 365 

Their elevation, transubstantiation. 
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Sir John, if ye would hear me but record, 
Some verses on the Supper of our Lord : 
It was a friend of mine to me did send them, 
Hee's not a Christian will not commend them. 370 

Priests make Christs both body and soul, we need not 

doubt. 
They eat, drink, box him up, they bear about, * 

One is too little ; bread and wine 

Holds not him several, so we dine ; 

Thou with thy Christ, I with mine. 376 

Is thy mouth the Y irgine womb ? Is bread her seed 1 
Are thy words the holy Ghost 1 Is this our Creed 1 

presumptuous undertaker ! 

Never Cake could make a Baker, 

Yet the Priest can make his Maker. 380 

What's become of all these Christs the priests have made? 
Do these hostes of ostes abide ? or do they &de ? 

One Christ abides, the rest do fiie ; 

One Christ he lives, the rest do die :, 

One Christ is true, the rest a lie. 385 

Into the Gospel, Take ye, Eat ye, Christ saith. 

For which. Beehive ye. Swallow ye, your Priest saith. 

See how by Popes the Sacraments are driven. 
Where Christ makes two» they ad five, so make seven. 
For Baptism and the Supper of the Lord, 390 

These only two did Christ to us afford. 
With Christ his institution not content, 
To these two true, five bastards they augment. 
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A bastards name doih duly ihem befit; 

For they were never reabled as jet; 395 

Nor ever sbal, but still will be abhor'd, 

Because ihey have no warrant from the Lord, 

As Confirmation, Pennanoe, Extream Unction, 

With Priestly Orders to adorn their function; 

And Matrimony they maintain as one. 400 

But here's a wondrous thing to think upon. 
How Popes do call themselves, Servi nervorum; 
Yet in procession keep a strange Deeoruan. 
They tread on necks of Kings upon the street; 
And forcing Emperors to kiss their feet. 405 

Doth God the Father in his Law allow 
These vile inventions your Church doth avow ? 
Doth Christ his Son into his Oospel give 
Such wayes to walk in, such fiuth to believe 1 
Or doth the holy Ghost in us inspire, 410 

More then the Law and Gospel doth require? 

The Father hath prescriv'd to us a Law, 
To keep us in obedience and aw : 
And Christ his Son our Saviour, did provide us 
His glorious Gospel always for to guide us : 415 

The holy Ghost doth from them both proceed, 
To guard us from our sins in time of need. 

If we transgress the Law of God the Father, 
Then neither grace nor comfort can we gather. 
If we believe not in his only Son, 420 

Then our belief is doubtlessly undone ; 
And if we breath not of the holy Ghost, 
Then is our labour all our life-time lost: 
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But Gods Commandments your Kirk reverses. 
Some sHe conjoins, and others she disperses ; 425 

She trusts in Saints and Angels many one, 
And should trust in the Trinity alone : 
Wherefore Gods holy Sp'rit Can nevV attend her. 
Nor in distress or danger ev'r defend her. 
And though she reign a while in pompe and pride, 430 
I hope in God, my good and gracious guide. 
To her the true Region hee'l advance, 
Ere long, and bring her out of ignorance, 
Wherein she hath these many hundreth years 
Lyen wilfully, which manifest appears, 435 

By her unwiUingnesse from thence to part. 
She is so obdurate, and hard of heart ; 
So that except God by his mighty hand. 
Her power, her pride, and cruelly withstand. 
And force her from her filthinesse to flie, 440 

Of errors great, and gross idolatrie: 
So if she follow not Christs true instruction, 
I fear her final dangerous destruction : 
Which God forbid: I hope in his own time. 
Heel both forgive, and purge her of all crime. 445 

Heard ever ye. Sir John, a purpose quicker, 
To prove the Pope to be Christs only Vicar 1 

S.LS. 

And though he were full Vicar to our Lord, 
Should not his words and Christs keep one accord ? 
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Prkit 

IKyabdefls ihey do, and nevor are oontnrj, 450 

In Pafter-noflteTy Creeds, nor Atc Mary. 

Paeh-man. 

But ChrifltB DifldpleB wben they made iiheir motion. 

To C!hri8t theff luster, how to make deyotion. 

As I have done to yon. Sir John, to day, 

I pray you, in what tongoe bade he them pray ? 455 

Christ did not <me word Latine to them speak : 

Their talk was all in Syiiack, Hehcew, Greek. 

He bade all notians pray afker one manner: 

But bade not all takelditine for their Banner. 

Your Latine is but one of die Translations : 460 

Why should it then exclude* all other Nations? 

And on my Soul, Sir John, if I but say. 

In mine own Mother tongue, when I do pray; 

Lord, help me. Lord, forgive me all my sins; 

Yea, why not, Lord, increase my peck and pins. 465 

And every thing whereof I stand in need ; 

For this depends upon our dayly bread : 

I hope in God, to reap more comfort herein. 

Then Latine ye would make me so paiquier in. 

And since some tongues have more antiquity 470 

Then Latine, were it not* iniquity 

To force all people to pray like the Pope? 

No, good Sir John, yeel not say that I hope. 
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Priest. 

But, Pack-man, one point would I fidn make plain, 

Let us come back to our Ladie again ; 475 

And if thou had as much capaci^, 

A. raving ^t, with great auda^^; 

The case is clear, that Virgin Mary meek, 

She could all languages perfitely speak. 

Hast thou not heard, man, how the holy Ghost 480 

Game down like cloven tongues at the Pentecost, 

And fild the house where all the twelve were r^y. 

And one tongue truely lighted on our Lady? 

And lest thou think I talk of idle themes, 

Consult the reverend Jesuits of Bhemes : 485 

I pray thee. Pack-man, earnestly this note. 

Pach-mcm. 

Li fiedth, Sir John, it is not worth a groat. 
Will I believ't, think ye, because they say it? 

PrieaL 

No ; but they prov't, as no man can deny it. 

Sai^ not the Text, that when the Lord ascended, 490 

Unto the twelve he earnestly recommended. 

That from Jerusalem they should not go, 

Untill the Comforter should come, and so. 

Into an upper room they went together, 

Where Marie still was one, ye must consider, 495 

With many mo in number full six score. 

That with the twelve did dayly God adore: 



24 THB PACK-MAKS PATBR KOSTER. 



And then lie saith, when Pentecost was come, 

They were together in one place, all, and some, 

And (all) wece filled with the holy Ghost. 500 

PaclHman. 

good Sir John, ye count without your host. * 

Now I see well your Jesuitical tongues 

Have doyen the Text even to the very lungs : 

That (all) which first was spoken of six score. 

Is here meant of the only twelve, no more. 505 

Nor Mary is not named now, as than; 

What need I then believe it, holy mani 

On with your spectacles, Sir John, and read, 

And credit this as a point of your Creed: 

The holy Ghost could £eill upon no more 510 

Then he was promised unto before. 

Doubtless he took not a blind-folded flight, 

Like fyled Larks, not knowing where to light. 

Now he was promised only to the twelve. 

Look on the text. Sir John, and judge your selve. 515 

Speak man, and be not silent ; I am sorie. 

To see you ignorant of such a storie. 

And as the stories in themselves are divers, 
Flowing and fidling into sundrie rivers ; 
In divers chapters so they stand divided, 520 

So that the case may clearly be decided. 
For when these six score was at first conveened, 
There was another mysterie then meaned ; 
To wit, Matthias free election. 
And so Saint Peter gave direction, 525 
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That (all) the six score there should bear record 

Of their proceedings then before the Lord : 

The choosing of a Pastor vras in hand, 

Which if the Church allow not, cannot stand: 

And so Matthias, through the power of Heaven, 530 

By lot was held as one of the eleven. 

Then sayes the text, all these were still together : 

What all these were, let any man consider. 

The twelve, say I, in the last verse before; 

And not make Leap-year of eleven verse more, 535 

To draw all back to these hundred and twentie; 

Lideed this way we should have tongues in plenty; 

And as they differ by twelve verse or lynes, 

So are they ten dayes different in times; 

The first upon the day when Christ ascended, 540 

The other when the holy Ghost descended; 

Such glazen arguments will bide no hammer. 

For they are but ill Logick, and worse Grammer : 

So only twelve receiv'd the holy Ghost ; 

And so our Ladie all her tongues hath lost. 545 

Now for the holy Ghost its truly tryed, 
His coming down is unto no law tyed. 
Sometimes invisible, and sometimes seen, 
As diversly at divers times hath been. 
His coming needs but to be seen of few, 550 

His works may serve for witnesses anew ; 
And so Saint Paul himself I understand. 
But privatly by Ananias hand. 

And so, Sir John, to show you all my pack, 
And let you see my breast as well as back ; 555 
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I wonder ye oonndor not the end, 

Why God the holy Ghoet in tongnes did send ; 

Know ye not, Tongues were only given for teaching ? 

Know ye not, women aie forbidden preaching ? 

Yea scarce at home have liberty of speach, 560 

But ask their husbands, and ihey for to teach. 

Since women then in Gods word may not walk. 

What should they do with tongnes Ihat may not talk ! 

And ihen, Sir John, what worship do ye win^ 

Unto our Ladie, when you bring her in 565 

Jack-fellow-like with others whole six score. 

Who got the hol/Ghost, and she no more \ 

And where the Pope hadi made her queen of heaven, 

Ye make her hut like one of the eleven; 

Surely, Sir John, this is an ill &vour'd fitching; 570 

Ye thurst her from the Hall down to the hitching. 

And this is also one of the rare Themes, 

Held by your reverend Jesuits of Rhemes ; 

That Latine came not with the holy Ghost, 

When the cloven tongnes came at the Pentecost. 575 

Now, if it came not by ihe holy Ghost, 

Whence is this holynesse whereof ye boast, 

That in it only, and none other tongue, 

Both Masse and Matines must be said and simg? 

Your last refuge will be unto the Pope ; 580 

So knit up altogether in one rope. 

Then, good Sir John, oonsidar but a little^ 
How you gave unto Marie many a tittle, 
Whereof ye have no warrand in the Word ; 
And yet pursue us both with fire and sword, 585 
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As Hereticks, for not doing as ye do ; 

Yet wliat the Word bids, and no more^ that we do. 

Think ye that any man can be so mad. 

As to hold Christ his Saviour; and so bad, 

As to hold Marie for his Saviours Mother, 590 

And not to love her still above all other 1 

We love her then, though we believe not in her. 

Nor by will-^worship think we for to win her. 

We hold her blessed, for Ghrists flesh conceiving. 

But &r more blessed, for Christs faith receiving ; 595 

She is his Mother, and the Church his wife, 

Which was to him more dearer then his life. 

So, if the one could fiJl out with the other. 

He would respect his Wife, more then his Mother; 

For this is every Spouses carriage, 600 

But most in this spiritual Marriage; 

And as she's Mother of his humane life, 

She's but a Daughter of his heavenly Wife; 

And by his Mother, member of Christs body; 

Who dunks not so, is but a very Noddy. 605 

All this. Sir John, I do but briefly say. 

To let you see, that ye play us foul piay. 

Priest. 

Well, Pack-man, though thou bear about that trunk, 
I fear thou be but some foreloppin Monk, 
Of Luthers lore, or crooked CSdvins crew, 610 

And sent abroad, such business to brew; 
Transformed in the person of some Pedler. 
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Paeh-man. 
No^r, good Sir Jolm, in fidth I am no medler. 
Nor have I mind nor means so liigh to mount; 
I can but read a little, and lay a count, 615 

And seek my meat throagh many an unknown MaisoQ. 
I know not what ye call your Kyrie Laison ; 
So help me Gfod, Sir John, I know no better. 
Nor in your Latine can I read one letter. 
I but believe in God, and some times say, 620 

Christ help me, when I wander out the way. 

Prkai. B. S. 

I pray thee. Pack-man, this much for to tell me. 

Since thou presumes so &r for to excell me, 

Were*t not a Teiy reasonable thing: 

If one were going to an earthly King, 625 

To get forgiyenesse for some great transgression, 

That he should shortly sute the intercession 

Of some great Favorite, and he for to passe 

To purchase pardon for his high trespasse; 

And not the guilty person to proceed 630 

Presumptuously before the King to plead ; 

But use his moyen by his Highnesse Minion. 

Pach'fnan* 

# 

Sir John, that motion is not worth an Onion. 
What if the King shal hear the poor mans sute. 
Would he stand silent as if he were mute? , 635 

No ; he should prostrate, lay his fault before him; 
And he himself for pity should implore him. 



I 
I 
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For intercessors ofttimes lurks and lingers, 

Except the pleaders largely fill their fingers. 

There is a Proverb in the Scottish lawes, 640 

A man, a Lyon is, in his own cause. 

Though great abuses lie in earthly things, 

We must not so abuse the King of Kings. 

Such idle tales my mind doth much molest. 

Priest 

I pray thee. Packman, hear me out the rest ; 645 

And so this present purpose to conclude. 

Would ye think any man should be that rude, 

To pray to-6od, without Saints mediation^ 

It would be thought a great abomination : 

The heavens such heinous pride hath ay abhor'd, 660 

So proudly to compear before the Lord. 

Such great presumption God will surely punish ; 

That's not the way his faults for to diminish ; 

He must implore our blessed Ladies aide. 

Then she should shew her son what he hath said, 655 

And so command him go unto his Father, 

That for his sute some comfort he may gather; 

Or else he must employ some Saint or Angel. 

Such words I do not find in the Evangel. 

Surely, Sir John, such sayings are but idle : 660 

Such blasphemy is not in all the Bible ; 

To trust your words, or Pauls, now tel me whether? 
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Prie9t 
Reject them, if they jump not just together. 

Pack-man^ 

And BO I shal, for I can let jon see 

In Pauls Epistle unto Timotiiie, 665 

He plainly sayes, There is one God, and than, 

One Mediator between God and man. 

The same is He, which is the man Christ Jesus, 

And he from death to life can only raise us : 

Since he redeem'd us as our elder brother, 670 

Fray as ye please, I'le never seek another. 

S. I. S. 

And so what e're I hare, what e*re I want, 
I neither pray to He, nor to She Saint. 

And as for tongues, I have but one, no more ; 
And wit ye well, albeit I had ten score, 675 

I would use all conform to Pauls commanding. 
Fray with my tongue, pray with my understanding. 
Thmk ye these twelve, when they received these tongues. 
Did talk like Farrets, or like bairel bungs, 
Teelding a sound, not knowing what they said; 680 

Idle in preaching, idler when they pray'dl 
No: each of them knew well what he did say. 
And why not we. Sir John, as well as theyl 
For since all men have one tongue at command. 
Should we seek tongues we do not understand \ 685 

Alaoe, Sir John, had I been trained at School, 
As I am but a simple ignorant fool, 



m< 
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An hundred questions more I might have moved, 
But here I cease, fearing to be reproved : 
For these few doubts I leam'd in diverse places, 690 
Thinking the Clergy-men would dear all cases. 

» 

Frieat. 

Now, Pack-man, I confesse thou puts me to it, 

But one thing I will tell thee, if thoul't do it; 

Thou shalt come to our holy Prior, Pack-man, 

And he, perhaps, will buy all on thy back, man; 695 

And teach thee better how to pray tiien any. 

For such an holy man there are not many. 

Be here to*morrow, just 'tween six and seven, 

And thou will find thy self halfvfay to heaven. 

PcccJc-man. 

Content, quoth I, but there is something more, 700 

I must have your opinion in before. 

In case the holy Prior have no leasure. 

To speak of every purpose at oui pleasure : 

There was but one tongue at the birth of Abel, 

And many at the building up of Babel : 705 

A wicked work which God would have confounded, 

But when Christ came all tongues again resounded. 

To build his Church by his Apostles teaching. 

Why not in praying, as well as in preaching ? 

Since prayer is the true and full perfection 710 

Of holy service, saving your correction: 

So if our Lord to mine own tongue be ready. 

What need I then with Latine trouble our Lady^ 
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Or if both these my prayer must be in, 

I pray thee, tell me at whom to begin ? 715 

And to pray joyntly to them both as one, 

Tour Latine prayers then are quickly gone : 

For Pater noster never will aoctrd 

With her, nor Ave Mary with our Lord. 

If I get him what need I seek another ? 720 

Or dare he do nothing without his Mother 1 

And this, Sir John, was once in question. 

Disputed long with deep digestion, 

Whether the Pater noster should be said 

To God, or to our Lady, when they pray'd ] 725 

When Master Mare of learned Diversitie, 

Was Beotor of our Universitie : 

They sate so long, they cooled all their kail, 

Untill the Master Cook heard of the tale. 

Who like a mad-man ran amongst the Clergie, 730 

Crying with many a Domine me asperge: 

To give the Pater noster to the Father, 

And to our Ladie give the Avees rather; 

And like a Welsh man swore a great Saint Davies, 

She might content her wel with Creeds and Avees : 735 

And so the Clergie fearing more confusion. 

Were all contented with the Cooks conclusion. 

Priest 
Pack-man, this Tale is coyned of the new. * 

Pack-man. 
Sir John, 1*11 quyte the pack, if *t be not true. 



THE PACK-MANS PATER NOSTBR. 33 



Again, Sir John, ye learned Monks may read, 740 

How Christ himself taught us of his own head, 
That every soul that was with sin opprest, 
Should come to him, and he would give thera rest. 
Gome all to me, saith he, not to another; 
Come all to me, saith he, not to my Mother; 745 

And if I do all as Christ did command it, 
I hope her Ladiship will not withstand it. 
And so. Sir John, i£ I should speak in Latine 
Unto the Lord, at Even-song and at Matine, 
And never understand what I were saying, 750 

Think ye the Lord would take this for true praying? 
No: that ye cannot; for ye may consider, 
My tongue and heart should pray together. 
And hereupon ye shal hear whut befell 
To certain Clerks, that Latine well could spell : 755 

With whom, by chance, I lodged at an Inne, 
Where an old wife upon a rock did spin; 
And towards evening she fell to and pray'd. 
But neither they, nor I knew what she said. 
One said, the Garling counterfeits the Canting. 760 

Another said, it's but the Matrons manting. 
Some caird it Gibbers, others calVd it Clavers, 
But still the CarUng speaks, and spins, and slavers. 
Now good Sir John, what think ye of this Hussie ? 
Where was her heart, when her hand was so busie? 765 
In end, one said. Dame, wot ye what ye say? 
No, not, saith she, but well I wot I pray. 
Ye pray, said he, and wots not what ? I grant. 
Alace, how can ye be so ignorant? 
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The Matrone miuiiig litde at the motiaQy 770 

Said, Ignoianoe is mother of devotian. 

Then Dame, said he, if ignonmce be the mother, 

Darknesse must be the daughter, and none other. 

Frayed ye, said he, when all the time ye span % 

Wimt reck of thati said she, 6od*s a good man, 775 

And understands all that I say in Latine, 

And this I do at Even-song and at Matine. 

Alace, Sir John, was not this wife abused, 

Whose soul and senses all were so confused? 

Ye know these unknown tongues can profit no man, 780 

And one tongue is enough for any woman. 

But when one prayes in true sincerity. 

As God commands, in Spirit and verity; 

The heart sends up the tongue as mes«eng^ 

Unto the Lord a pleasant passenger. 785 

Priest 

But, Pack-man, here's a prettie little book. 

Wherein if thou wilt list^ for to look, 

Set out by a true Catholick Divine, 

And out of doubt will settle thine ingine. 

Faith, read it, Pack-man, for it is but litde. 790 

The gadge of the new Gospel is it's tide. 

He clearly proves by Zacharies example. 

When he did sacrifice within the Temple, 

And all the people stood and pray'd without. 

They knew not then what tongue he spake, no doubt} 795 

Ergo the Masse may both be said and sung 

In other language then the mother tongue. 
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Pack-mcm, 

Sir Jolm, I see your holy Gatholiek, 

Upon the tnith» hath put a pretty trick. 

Have ye not heard thia proverb oftimes sounded, 800 

Homo qui male audit male rovmded^ 

So if the people heard not what he said. 

How could they know in what language he pray'd 1 

Since understanding cometh by the ear, 

He cannot understand that doth not hear. 805 

Or how proves this that Zacharie the Priest 

Spake Latine, then the language of the Beast t 

Were Liturgies under the Law, but so 

Li such a tongue that all the Jews did know] 

What e'er he spake, himself sure understood it: 810 

And so your Gatholiek did ill conclude it: 

Because a learned Priest naay pray in Latine, 

And mumble o'er his EveuHSong, Masse and Matane^ 

Ergo a Pack-man to the Lord may pray, 

And never know a syllable he doth say: 815 

For when you put me to my Pater noster, 

I seek an egge^ and ye give me an oster. 

And so, Sir John, I have given you a wadge» 

That's good enough for your new GxNspel gadge. 

Last, since we say that Gt)d is good to speak to, 820 
Who will both hear our text, and hear our eke to: 
What if he answer me in the Latine tongue 
Wherein I pray, and wherein Mafise is sung? 
I must say, Lord, I wot not what thou sayest. 
And hee'l say, Fool, thou wots not what thou prayest. 825 



36 THE PACK-MANS PATER KOST£R. 



Even, Lord, say I, as good Sir Jolrn did teach me. 
Sir John, saith he, a Priest nnmeet to preach me, 
Or in your mishent mouths onoe for to name me : 
With different tongues and hearts, such Jock such Jamie. 
For though I know mo tongues then ye can tell, 830 
False knaves, should ye not understand your sell ? 
Gave I not you a tongue as well as heart. 
That both to me should play an a-fold part? 
But like two double devils ye have dissembled. 
At this Sir John he quaked, and he trembled, 835 

And said, good Pack-man, thou art so quick witted. 
Unto the Prior all must be remitted. 

And so the Pack-man past unto his lodging. 
Having within his heart great grief and grudging : 
Sometimes he doubted if the Monks were men, 840 

Or Monsters, for his life he could not ken: 
He said. Sir John was a fidr £Bit fed Ox, 
Sometimes he said, he looked like John Knox. 
But ELnox was better versed into the Bible, 
A studie that Sir John held very idle: 84o 

They dive not deep into Divinity, 
And trouble them little with the Trinity. 
And are more learned in the Legendarie, 
In lives of Saints, and of the Lady Mary. 
The only Idole they embrace and kisse A, 850 

Is to prove servants unto Mistresse Misaa. 
With such conceats the Pack-man past the night, 
With little sleep, until it was day light. 

And by the peep of day he early rose, 
And trim'd him finely in his holy-dayes hose; 855 
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I?; 



And to Sir Jokns own chamber straight he went, 

Who was attending: So with one assent, 

Thej hyod them to the Prior both in haste. 

To whom Sir John began to give a taste 

Of all the questions that had past amongst them. 860 

He call'd them Hereticks both, and Tow*d to hang them. 

With that the Pack-lUAn hurled through the Closter, 

And there he met with an iU-favoured Foster; 

Who quickly twined him, and all on his Back; 

And then he leam'd to pray, shame fall the Pack; 865 

For if they have not fired me of my sin, 

They sent me lighter out than I came in. 

And still he cry'd, Shame fall both Monks and Fryers, 

For I have lost my Pack, and leam'd no Prayers. 

So Farewel Ave, Greed, and Pater noster; 870 

lie pray'n my mother tongue, and quite the Closter. 
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THE IIFB AND DEATH 

OF THE , 

PIPER OF KILBARCHAN; 

OB, 

The Epitaph of Habhie Simflon, 
Who on his drone bore mony flags ; 
He made his cheeks as red as crimson, 
And babbed when he blew his bags. 

Eilbarchan now maj say alas ! 5 

For she hath lost her game and grace, 
Both Trizie, and the Maiden Trace : 

But what remead 1 
For no man can supply his place, 

Hab Simson's dead. 10 

Now who shall play, the Day it Daws ? 
Or Hunts Upi when the Cock he Craws 1 
Or who can for our Eirk-town-cause, 

Stand us in stead 1 
On bagpipes (now) no body blaws, 15 

Sen Habbie's dead. 
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Or wha will cause our shearerB shear 1 
Wlia will bend up the brags of weir, 
Bring in the bells, or good play meir, 

In time of need 1 20 

Hab Simson oou'd, what needs you spear 1 

But (now) he's dead. 
• 

So kindly to his neighbours neast, 

At Beltan and Smt Baiohan's fisBat, 

He blew, and then held up his breast, 25 

As he were weid ; 
But now we need not him arrest^ 

For Habbie*s dead. 

• 

At fairs he play'd before the Spear-^men, 

All gaily graithed in their gear-men : 30 

Steel bonnets, jacks, and swords so dear then. 

Like any bead. 
Now wha will play before such weir-men, 

Sen Babbie's dead ? 

At Clark-plays when he wont to come, 35 

His pipe play'd trimly to the drum ; 
Like bikes of bees he gart it bum, 

And tun'd hid reed. 
Now all our pipers may sing dumb. 

Sen Habbie's dead. 40 

And at Horse Races many a day, 
Before the black, the brown, the gray, 



THE PIPER OF KILBAROHAN. 43 



He gart his pipe, when lie did play, 

Baith skirl and skreed ; 
Now all such pastime's quite away, 45 

Sen HaJbbie's dead. 

He counted was a weiVd wight*nian, 
And fiercely at Foot-ball he xan : 
At every game the giee he wan. 

For pith and speed. 50 

The like of Habbie was na than, 

But now he's dead. 

And than, besides his valiant acts, 

At bridals he wan many placks, 

He bobbed ay behind fo'ks backs, 55 

And shook his head. 
Now we want many merry cracks, 

Sen Habbie's dead. 

He waa oonvoyer of the bride, 

With Eittock hinging at his side: 60 

About the Kirk he thought a pride 

The ring to 1^. 
But now we may gae but a guide, 

For Habbie's dead. 

So well's he keeped his decorum, 65 

And all the stots of Whip-meg-morumy 
He slew a man, and wae's me for him, 
And bure the fead ! 
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Bill yet the man wan hame before tim, 
And was not dead ! 

And whan he play'd, the laaacs leugh. 
To see him teethless, auld and teugh. 
He wan hia pipes beaide Borcleugh, 

Withouten dread : 
Which after wan him gear enough, 

But now he's dead. 

Ay whan he play'd, the gaitlinga gedder'd, 
And whan he spake, the carl bleddcr'd : 
On ISnhtiath daya his cap was fodder'd, 

A seemly weid. 
In the kirk-yoard, hia mare stood tedder'd. 

Where ho lies dead. 

Alas ! for him my heart is aair, 
For of his springs I gut a skair. 
At every play, race, feast and fair, 

But guile or greed. 
We need not look for pyping mair, 

Sen Habbie's dead. 
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EPITAPH ON SANNY BRIGGS, 

NEPHEW TO HABBIE SIMSON, AND BUTLER TO 
THE LAIRD OF KILBARCHAN. 

Alake for evermaie and "wae ! 

To wha sliall I whan drouthie gae ? 

Dool, sturt and sorrow will me slae 

Without remeid, 
For hardship; and alake a day! 5 

Since Sanny's dead. 

O'er buffet-stools, and hassocks tumble, 
how he gart the jutters jumble, 
And glowren fow both reel and rumble, 

And clour their head. 10 

Now they may gape, and gim, and grumble, 

Since Sanny's dead. 

And how he gart the carles clatter. 

And blirten fow their bowspreets batter, 

Laughen to see them pitter-patter, 15 

Naivel and bleed? 
He was a deadly fae to water. 

But now he*s dead. 
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Wha'U jaw ale on my drouthy tongue, 

To cool the heat of light and hmg\ 20 

Wha'U bid me when the kaill-bell's rung, 

To board me speed ? 
Wha'U set me by the banel-bungy 

Since Sanny's dead? 

Wha'U set me dribbling be the tapp ; 25 

While winking I begin to Napp» 
Then lay me down and well me happ^ 
And binn my head? 

1 need na think to get ae diap. 

Since Sanny's dead. 30 

Well did the master-^oook and he> 
With giff-gaff courtesie agTee> 
While tears as fast as kitdien-fee 

Drapt fiae his head, 
Alake a day ! though kind to me, 35 

Yet now he's dead. 

It very muckle did meplease, 

To see him howk the Holland cheese: 

2 kend the clinking o' his kies 

In time of need. 40 

Alake a day ! though kind to me. 
Yet now he's dead. 

He was as stout as was his steel, 
And gen ye'U trow he cou'd fu' well 
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At wapensliaws the younkers dreill, 45 

And bra'ly lead, 
Baith to the field and &ae the field, 

But now he^s dead. 

When first I heard the woeful knell, 

And dool-ding o's passing bell, 50 

It made me yelp, and yeul, and yell, 

And skirl and skreed. 
To pantrie-men I bid farewell. 

Since Sanny*s dead. 

Fast is he bunn, baith head and feet, 55 

And wrapped in a winnen sheet : 
Now cou*d I sit me down and greet, 

But what's the need? 
Should I like a bell'd-wadder bleet. 

Since Sanny's dead? 69 



POSTSCRIPT. 

The chiel came in his room, is bauld; 6& 

Sare be his shins, and's kail ay cauld ; 
Which gars us ay pray for th6 auld. 

With book and beid. 
Now Lord hae mercy on his saul, 

For now he's dead. 
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THE BANISHMENT OF POVERTY BY HIS 
ROYAL HIGHNESS J. D. A. 

TO THE TUNE OF THE LASTGOOD NIGHT. 

Pox fa that pultron Povertie, 
Wae worth the time that I him saw; 
Sen first' he laid his fang on me, 
Myself from him I dought ne'er draw. 

His wink to me has been a law. 5 

He haunts me like a penny-dog; 
Of him I stand far greater aw 
Than pupill does of pedagogue. 

The first time that he met with me, 

Was at a clachan in the west; 10 

Its name I trow Kilbarchan be, 

Where Habbie's drones blew many a blast; 

There we shook hands, cauld be his cast; 

An ill dead may that custron die; 

For there he gripped me fall fast, 15 

When first I fell in cautionrie. 
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Tet I liad hopes to be reUevM, 

And fre*ed from that foul hddly lown; 

Femzier, when Whiggs were ill miflchievM, 

And foTC*d to fling their weapons down, 20 

When we diased them from CHasgow towii^ 
I with that swingtr tboog^t to gia^e; 
But when Indemnity came down, 
The lajdron pow*d ma hy tha thxapple. 

But yet in hopes of some relief, 25 

A rade I made to Arin&ew, 

Where they did farayely buff my beef, 

And made my body black and blew« 

At Justice Court I them pursue, 

Expecting help by their reproof; 30 

Indemnity thought nothing due; 

The deil a farthine for my loof • 

But wishing that I might ride east,. 

To trot on foot I soon would tire ; 

My page allowed me not a beast^ 35 

I wanted gilt to pay &b hjjce : 

He and I lap o^er many a syre: 

I heuked him at CSalder-cult, 

But lang ere I rrm to Snyps*myiei 

The ragged rog]ae. took, me a wlult. 40 
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By Holaad-tudi and Btigg <>* Boimjr, 
We bickered down tawaxdB Bankier; 
We fear'd no raaTws iox our money, 
Nor whilly-whaM to grip our ^oox. 

My tatter'd toktt took nD fiw, 45 

(Thou^ we did tmrel in ti» ndrk ;) 
But thongbt it fit» wken we diew near. 
To fiUh « f om^e 9i Falkirk. 

No man wonld open me the dooTi 

Because my oomrade ttood nm by; 50 

They dread fiiil ill I was right poor* 

By my forcasien eompany. 

But Cuninghame aoon me espy^d; 

By hue and hair ho bfonght me in« 

.Ajid swore we shonld not part 00 dry, 55 

Though I were naked to the akin. 

We baid all night, bnt lang ere day. 

My curst companion made me rise: 

I start np soon and took my way: 

He needed not to bid me twice. 60 

But what to do we did adviso ; 
In Lithgow we might not ait down : 
On a Scots gnoai we baited thriee, 
And in at night to Edinbotgh town. 
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We hdd the Lang-gate to Leith Wynd, 65 

Where poorest purses use to be; 
And in the Galtoun lodged syne, 
Fit quarters for such companie. 

Yet I the High-town feun would see, 

But that my comrade did me disdiarge; 70 

He willed me Blackburn's ale to piie. 

And muff my beaid that was right large. 

The mom I ventur'd up the Wynd, 

And slung'd in at the rTether-bow, 

Thinking that truiker for to tine, 75 

Who does me damage what he dow. 

His company he doth bestow 

On me, to my great grief and pain; 

Ere I the thrang could wrestle through, 

The lown was at my heels again. 80 

I grein*d to gang on the plainnstanes, 
To see if comrades wad me ken : 
We twa gaid pacing there our laines, 
The hungry hour *twizt twelve and^ one. 

Then I kend no way how to fen, 85 

My guts rumbrd like a hurle-biurrow ; 

I din'd with saints and noblemen, 

Even sweet Saint Giles and Earl of Murray. 
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Tykes testament take him for their treat, 

I needed not my teeth to pike ; 90 

Though I was in a cruel sweat. 

He set not by, say what I like. 

I called him Turk and traiked tyke. 

And wearied him with many a curse; 

My banes were hard like a stone dyke, 95 

No Reg. Mctrie was in my purse. 

Kind Widow Gaddel sent for me, 
To dine, as she had oft forsooth; 
But ah! alas, that might not be. 
Her house was o*er near the Tolbooth. 100 

Yet God reward her for her love 
And kindnes, which I fectlie &nd, 
Most readie still for my behove, 
Ere this hells-hound took me in hand. 

I slipt my page and stour'd to Leiih, 105 

To try my credit at the wine; 
But foul a dribble fil*d my teeth, 
He gript me at the cofiee sign. 

I staw down through the Nether- Wynd, 

My Lady Semple^s house was near ; 110 

To enter there was my design. 

Where Povertie durst neW appear. 



56 VHB BANI8HMBN« OT POVKBVT. 



I din^ lliem, Iwt baid mat lang; 

My Lady fain ivid ibritor «fte{ 

Bat oh! alas, I needs wuBt ganf, 115 

And leave that iMhielie mnpanift. 

Her lad conr^'d «m wilh fadr fcty^ 

Out through Iht pMkn to the ftoMt, 

Ere I the Linki oovld gnd&lie IM» 

My govemour w^b al my kaela. 120 

I dought not danae to pipe nor hai^t 
I had no stock ibr laafdi and dioa; 
Bnt I fnre to £Ef Willwa &arpa, 
Who nevwr Biada his oowiBal niia. 

That little man he is right wile, 125 

And sharp aa aay briar am. he; 
He bravelie gavv iM his advioe, 
How I might fofmn povartie. 

Quoth h€^ theic grows baid by the dyal. 

In Hatton*8 gardan bright and aheea, 130 

A soveraign tmcb called Feimy^Ro^ly 

Whilk all the yoar gmws finsh and gi^oen. 

Goul4 ye but gather it £ur and alean. 

Your business would go the better; 

But let account of it be aeeoi 135 

To the Physicians of Exahaquer. 
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Or if that tickot je foiing witk jou, 

Come unto me, joa naed not fiiar, 

For I some of iluil lnoEb con gire yon, 

Whilk I liav^ pbntal fliis wme jmx. 140 

Tour page it will eaofw diatppanr, 
Who woiti on you a^iiwi your will; 
To gather it I shall you Iwr, 
In my owq yaids of fitoimyJiilL 

But when I dread that would not work, 145 

I overthought me of a wyle. 
How I might at my leisure lurk. 
My graceless guardian to beguile. 

It*8 but my galloping a mile, ' 

Through Canon-gate, with little loss, 150 

Till I have sanctuary a while. 

Within the girth of Abbey Closs. 

There I wan in, and blyth was I 

When to the inner court I drew; 

My govemour I did defy ; 155 

For joy I clapt my wings and crew. 

There messengers dare not pursue, 

Nor with their wands men's shoulders steer ; 

There dwells distressed lairds enew. 

In peace though they have little gear. 160 
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There twa hoxua I did not tarie, 
Till my blest fortune was to see 
A sight, sQxe by the mights of Maiy, 
Of that Ixiaye Ihdce of AIIimii^ ; 

Where one blink of his princely eye, 165 

Put that foul foundling to the flight; 

Fiae me he banished Poyertie, 

And gart him take his last good-night. 



/ 
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A DISCOURSE BETWEEN LAW AND 

CONSCIENCE 

WHEN THET WEEB BOl^H BANISHED FROM PARLIA- 
MENT. IN THE FIRST PARLIAMENT OF K. JAMES 
THE SEVENTH. 

Law to Conscience. 

How now, my Lord, how is it so. 

That thus in sable weed ye go 1 

What means this sadden alteration. 

That you hare lost your yeneration. 

And due beneTolence that ye owe 5 

Unto your coimtry, now brought low ? 

In yonder Court ye ought to sit, 

A free-bom member ye're of it. 

And well acquainted with the laws. 

Go and defend your ancient cause. 10 

Conscience Reply. 

Alace, said Consdenoe, well you wit, 

In yonder Court I dar not sit. 

Unless that I betray my right. 

And dictat laws against my light : 

Tour Parliament it looks awry, 15 

For I sat in it yesterday. 
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And voted never a vote but an, 

And they against me did exdame, 

With.lustie words both high and bigg; 

They swore that Consdenoe was a Whigg ; 20 

For him they have no veneration, 

Cause banish him out of the nation; 

And prayed the Clark to word it better, 

Then to pat ConioeiMe in a letter. 

To Bead unto his Vajetti^ 25 

Who bears a mortal feed at me; 

For treason, which they say, I thought, 

Into the year fortie eight. 

For which I wandied too and fro, 

Even since the year sixty two, 30 

That I was faaaished from the Court, 

By Lords and £aflB of gzeat report : 

Though I should &mish, starre and die. 

Yet none of them would harbour me; 

I rapped rudely at their gat, 35 

But never enteranee could get; 

I knockt and challenged as I can, 

Tet non reoev'd a banished man. 

The little shelter that I found, 

Was in the Presbyterians ground ; 40 

Yet many o£ them me sate abus'd 

And most untenderly me us'd ; 

Some took bonds, some took Ab Test, 

Some to the Kirk were sorely prost, 

Some with their course untender walk, 45 

Some with their proud unseemly talk. 
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Some with their giddie wild opinions, 

Would banish me from these dominions ; 

And now sinoe they hare serv'd me so. 

To forraign lands I think to go, 50 

To see what leaidence I find; 

Pray Brother Law, what is jonr miiide ? 

hawB Answere. 

Alace ! my Loid, how can I hear. 

Your dollourous and hesvie chear? 

When jour afflicted, I do moam, 55 

We bodi upon one whed do turn ; 

If Gonsdenoe onoe do lose the van. 

Law is a broken bankrupt man ; 

When Gonsoienoe turns Uke weather-oock. 

Then they will cut the fiazeren Lock; 60 

My strength lyes in the Penal Laws, 

Gut they off these, we*ll lose the cause : 

Our honours both in this doth stand; 

A dum man yet wan neva? land ; 

We will be trusty to our nation ; 65 

An humble sute is my intent. 

That we may sit in Parliament. 

Consdenee Bepb/. 

My Brother Law, where is your wit, 

Think you of us they will permit. 

To sit in court who thus have us'd us, 70 

And formerly halh thus abus'd us ; 
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Should I mj wTongB denomiiuite. 

Or oonld mj grief demoDfltnte, 

What I hare snffer'd would appear. 

From them above this twenty jear ; 75 

It's long since they me cautoiz'd. 

But now they have me stigmatiz'd : 

And for to make me hold my peace, 

They put hot iron upon my face. 

Like Collilian they will me make : 80 

Some su£kr'd shipwrack for my sake : 

How can you think that such men minde 

Our Laws, and Conscience to befriend, 

Or ever give a free consent. 

That we should sit in Parliament ; 8*3 

My dearest Brother then I pray, 

That you may not retard, away. 

Laufs Answere. 

Alace ! my Lord, will you be gone, 

Then I may mourning go alone ; 

If noble Conscience leave the land, 90 

Who then will Popery withstand, 

For Law will prove a broken reed, 

When Conscience goes in pilgrims weed ? 

You Protestants may be agast, 

And may prepair you for a blast, 9^ 

When Law and Conscience are abus'd. 

And worse then broken merchands us'd ; 

In Abay's they will shelter find, 

But none to us will prove so kind ; 
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But yet I humbly do you pray, 
My dearest Lord go not away ; 
To yonder Parliament address, 
Some friends you liaye will entercess 
Themselves for you, and for you plead, 
Some place at Court may yet be had. 

Conscience Reply. 

My Brother, I woidd be content, 
T'regain my place in Parliament ; 
But for these men theyl never grant it ; 
A pick at me they never wanted. 
I know there's severals do pretend. 
For to propose me as their end ; 
But let them once be contradicted, 
They'l look as if they were convicted ; 
If but one Lord should them control, 
Theyl swear it was an Hyberbole ; 
Like as I often have it found. 
Pretended friends give many a wound, 
Have alwayes falsly prov'd to me; 
Farewel Brother, &reweU ye. 

Laws Ansiver. 

My dearest Lord, my counsel take, 
Not for my own but country's sake. 
If you desert these Courts and go. 
To forraign lands and live them so. 
They will establish with their hand, 
That Popery shall overspread the land, 
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Once more I humbly you intreat. 
And heggs this favour I may g^, 
To signifie you are oontent, 
To Bupplioate the Parliaraent. 

Canaeience RepJyt». 

Well Brother Law, I am content, 130 

To supplicat the Parliament, 

And your to blame Brother, not I, 

If they shal taisa the Hu and Cry ; 

Come let U0 joyn with Yeaeration, 

For to present this supplieation, 135 

For to Tot freely for die l««rs, 

Tour countrey, aad your anm^t cause. 



THE HUMBLE ADDRESS OF GONSOIBNCS AND LAW, 
TO THE HO0SE OF PARLIAMENT. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, here lyes 

Two objects low before your eyes, 

Conscience and Law, two nobles bom, 140 

To whom the country once was sworn. 

But now deserted as yon see. 

By horrid perjur'd Treaoherie; 

Yet we*re content to pardon that. 

And humbly here to supplicat, 145 

Ye would be pleas'd to permit, 

Us in the Parliament to sit. 



DISCOURSE BETWEEN LAW AND CONSCIENCE. 65 



To serve our countrie and our cause, 

And to defend the Penal Laws; 

My Lord, our loyaltie you know, 150 

Some further proofe we mind to show; 

We shall vot nothing but whats good; 

Our wrong is great to be gainstood. 

My Lord Commissioner, if your Grace 

Would harken to our words of peace, 155 

We would you teach, how you should be 

True to your King, lyour vows and me. 

And my Lord Chanoellour, we would crave 

That Popish tenets you woidd leave. 

The ancient faith ye would imbrace, 160 

Else you will ne're condol our case. 

And you Lord Bishops, where you sit, 

We little trust to your commit. 

You who betrayed our ancient cause, 

You would take off the Penal Laws; 165 

Conscience nor Law you'l never defend, 

What ever truths you do pretend : 

I know once us two ye lov'd dear, 

But we're foresaken for a Kings ear; 

And for obeying mans conmiand, 170 

Ye are thrust from the Holy Land. 

You honorable house of Commons all, 

For your assistance we do call : 

Keep Law and Conscience in the land, 

And against Popery stoutly stand; 175 

If you refuse so just a thing, 

Then know I am repute a King, 

E 
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And I will ezercJBe mj Law, 

On fOQ when 70a can not withdraw, 

And make jou, were 70a better fellows, 

Like Judas run onto the gallowfl! 

Or else like Spira to discorer 

Your knavery all the world over; 

And for the mischief 70a hare acted. 

My tenors make you go distracted ; 

My scepter over you rle sway, 

Li Time and in Etemitie. 

This to yonr wisdom we commoid. 

And on your answer we attend. 



THE BLTTHSOMB WEDDINa. 67 



THE BLYTHSOME WEDDING. 

Fy let us all to the Briddel, 

For there will be lilting there. 
For Jockie's to be married to Maggie, 

The lass with the gauden hair ; 
And there will be lang-kail and pottage, 5 

And bannocks of barley-meal. 
And there will be good salt-herring. 
To relish a kog of good ale. 
Fy let us all to the Briddel, 

For there will be lilting there, 10 

For Jockie's to be married to Maggie, 
The lass with the gauden hair. 

And there will be Sandie the Sutor, 

And Willie with the meikle mow. 
And there will be Tom the Floutter, 15 

And Andrew the Tinkler I trow. 
And there will be bow legged Bobbie, 

And thumbless Katie's good-man, 
And there will be blue cheeked Dallie, 

And Lawrie the laird of the land. 20 

Fy let us, &o. 
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And there will be Sow-libber Peatie, 

And plouckie &c*t Wat in the Mill, 
Capper-nos'd Gibbie, and Fiancie 

That wins in the how cS the hill, 25 

And there will be Alaster-Dowgal 

That splee-fitted Bessie did woo. 
And sniffling Lillie and Tibbie, 

And Kirstie, that belly-god sow. 

Fy let ns all, &c. 30 

And Crampie that married Stainie, 

And ooft him breeks to his arse, 
And afterwards hanged for stealing. 

Great mercy it hapned no worse ; 
And there will be &imtickrd Hew, 35 

And Bess with the lillie white leg, 
That gat to the south for breeding, 

And bang'd up her wamb in Mons-Meg. 
Fy let us all, &c. 

And there will be Geordie M*Cowrie, 40 

And blinking daft Barbra and Meg, 
And there will be blincht Gillie- Whimple, 

And peuter-fac't flitching Joug. 
And there will be happer-ars'd Nansie, 

And fairie-fac^d Jeanie be name, 45 

Gleed Eatie and fat lugged Lisie, 

The lass with the gauden wamb. 
Fy let us all, &c. 
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And there will be Gim-again Oibfaiey 

And his glaked wife, Jeanie Bell, 50 

And mifllie-cliin'd flyting Gecxdiey 

The lad that was skipper himsell; 
Therell be aU the lads luid the lasBes, 

Set down in the nudst of the Ha, 
With sybows and rifiuts and carlings, 55 

That are both sodden and la. 
Fy let ns all, &c, 

« 

There will be tartan, dtagen and brachen, 

And fouth of good gappocks of skate, 
Pow-sodie, and diammock, and crowdie, 60 

And caQonr nout-feet in a plate ; 
And there will be partans, and bockies, 

Speldens, and haddocks anew, 
And sing'd sheep-heads, and a haggize. 

And scadlips to sup till ye're fow. 65 

Fy let lis all, &c. 

There will be good lapper'd-milk kebucks. 

And sowens, and farles, and baps, 
And swats, and scraped paunches. 

And brandie in stoups and in caps. 70 

And there will be meal-kail and castocks, 

And skink to sup till you rive, 
And rosta to rost on a brander. 

Of flouks that was taken alive. 

Fy let us all, &c. 75 
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Senfit haddocks, wilks, dolae and tangle, 

Aiwl 5 mill of mod uniring to ptW, 

When wearie with eating and drinking. 
Well nae up and dance till we die. 

F7 let n« all to the Briddel, 
¥ot there will be litting thcze, 

For Jockie'a to be mairied to Maggie, 
The law with the gaudan hair. 
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SHE RAISE ASJ> LOOT HE IN. 

The night her silent sable wore. 

And gloomy were the skiw; 
Of gljtt'ring Stan appear'd no more 

Than thou in Nelly's ejea. 
When at her father's yate I knook'd. 

Where I had t^en been. 
She, Bhronded only wiUi hex smock. 

Arose and loot me is. 

Fast lodt'd within her close embrace, 

She trembling stood asham'd ; 
Her swelling breast, and glowing &ce, 

And vr*ry tunch inflam'd. 
My eager passion I obefd, 

Besolv'd the fort to win, ' 
And her fond heart was soon betiay'd 

To yield and let me in. 

Then, then, beyond expressing, 

Transporting was the joy; 
I knew no greater blessing, 

So bless'd a man was L 
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And she, aU'niTish'd with delight. 

Bid mc oft come again ; 
And lundly vow'd, that every night 

She'd rise and let me in. 

But ah! at last she prov'd with bairn. 

And sighing aat and dull, 
And I, that was aa much concon'd, 

Look'd e'en jnst like a fobl. 
Her lovely eyes with teara ran o'er, 

fiepeutiug her rash dn ; 
She Bigh'd, and cuis'd the &tal hour 

That e'er she loot me in. 

But who oould cruelly deceive, 

Or frran such beauty part 1 
I loVd her bo, I could not leave 

The charmer oi my heart ; 
But wedded, and conceal'd our crime: 

Thus all was well again, 
And now she thanks the happy time 

That e'er she loot me in. 



i 
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MAGGIE LAUDEB. 

Wha wadna be in love 

Wr boimie Maggie Lauder? 
A piper met her gaun to Fife, 

And spier'd what was't they ca'd her : 
Bicht scomfally she answered him, 5 

Begone, you hallanahaker ! 
Jog on your gate, you bladderskate ! 

My name is Maggie Lauder. 

Maggie ! quoth he ; and, by my bags, 

I'm fidgin' fain to see thee! 10 

Sit doun by me, my bonnie bird ; 

In troth I winna steer thee ; 
For I'm a piper to my trade; 

My name is Bob the Banter : 
The lasses loup as they were daft, 15 

When I blaw up my chanter. 

Piper, quo Meg, hae ye your bags, 

Or is your drone in oixlerl 
If ye be Bob, IVe heard o' you : 

Live you upo' the Border? 20 
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The lasses a', baith fiu: and near, 

Have heaid o' Bob the Banter; 
I'll shake my foot wi* richt gude will, 

Gif ye'll blaw up your chanter. 

Then to his bags he flew wi' speed ; 25 

About the drone he twisted : 
M^ up and wallop*d ower the green; 

For brawly could she frisk it ! 
Weel done! quo he. Flay up! quo she. 

Wed bobVdl quo Bob the Banter; 30 

It*s worth my while to play, indeed. 

When I hae sic a dancer! 

Weel hae ye play*d your part ! quo M^ ; 

Your cheeks are like the crimson ! 
Three's nane in Scotland plays sae weel, 35 

Sin' WB iost Saibbie Simson. 
I've lived in Fife, baidi maid and ^njfej 

This ten years and a quarter; 
Gin ye shoidd come to Anster Fair, 

Spier ye for Maggie Lauder. 40 
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THE PACK-MANS PATER NOSTER. Page 1. 

We print this poem &om the Edinburgh edition of 
1669, preserved in the Advocate's Libraiy. As stated 
on the title-page, the original, by S. I. S. (Sir James 
Sempill) was " newly augmented and enlarged by his 
son, R. S.'* (Robert Sempill). These augmentations arc 
distinguished by the initials R. S. From the following 
lines, by Robert Sempill, in the preface, we should con- 
clude that " The Pack-mans Pater Noster " had been 
printed in the lifetime of Sir James : 

" My Parents Poeme only to ezpresse, 
I presse, of new, to put into the Presse/' 

We have not been able, however, to lay our hands upon 
any edition of the poem as published by Sir James ; but 
this is the less to be regretted, as the one we have tran- 
scribed may be regarded as the most complete — emanating 
as it did from the son, with all his augmentations and 
amendments. 



A fisgmat of s o^, evidoitly fittm the pnas ctf Jolm 
Wreittoan, printer and burgess o^ Bdinbnigli, who died 
in Febnuiy 1640, in the |iiin[iiiiiiiiiii of D. I^ung, Esq. of 
the Signet JJbnrj, it the eailiest edition known to exist. 
There were Kveral later e^ticBii, particularly me printed 
at Gla^ow, " by Robert SoaAerB, printer to the Town," 
in 1669, 12mo.; another at the suae place in 1695, 
12nu>.; and one at Edinbuigh, in 1700, 24ino. We 
have collated throe of theae editioiu, and find the ts- 
riations so trifling as not to call for particular renuufc. 

Of the merits of this onoe popolar poen it ia scarcely 
onr provinoe to speah. It is stated on the title-page that 
the OTiginal p(Ktion of it — by Sir James Sein[ull — it 
a translation fixHn the Dntch; bnt this may be regarded 
as one of Uie paidooable devices to which aathors some- 
times h&Te reoonne — for, in the pn&ce, the language of 
the son implies that he was more than a translator — 
" To match, or OTer-mateh, were great ambition : 
I bnt enlarge it, not anrpasse ; for nether 
I may, can, will, dare pai^tel my Father." 

The poem bears erery evidence rf having been the 
production o( highly educated persons. It is clothed in 
good language ; and it will be observed that the ortiiO' 
graphy di^rs very slightly &om that now in use. The 
aim rf the vnit«ra was not so much the display of fine 
writing, as the putting forth of strong arguments in an 
easy flow of verse, so as to be readily understood and re- 
membered by the hiuablest of their readers. In this the; 
certainly succeeded; and there can be little doubt that 
" The Pack-mans Pater Noster " was far more efiective 
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in combating the abuses of Popery, among the bulk of 
the people, than the most learned and abstruse of all the 
many works published on the subject. The rhyme is 
almost faultless; and throughout are scattered many pim- 
gent remarks, and not a few happy sallies of humour. 
The dialogue, perhaps, is not so well managed as it might 
have been — ^the Packman having more than his due share 
of the conference ; but this, no doubt, is in accordance 
with the design of the writers, which was to bring the 
arguments for and against the Popish mode of worship 
strongly into contrast. 

The great points involved in the discussion are the 
pretensions of the Pope as the successor of Peter, the 
saying of mass and prayers in Latin, and the undue ex- 
altation of the Virgin Mary. We can form now but a 
faint idea of the intense interest of the subject, both 
prior to and long after the Bevolution, and with what 
delight the reasoning of the victorious Packman would 
be conned over by our metaphysical ancestors. The 
winding up of the conference is managed with character- 
istic humour. There is one obvious inconsistency, how- 
ever, which the keen wit of the authors failed to discover. 
While the Packman disclaims all knowledge of any other 
language than his mother tongue — 

** I can but read a little, and lay a count, 

So help me God, Sir John, I know no better, 
Nor in your Latine can I read one letter" — 

And yet, in the course, of the discussion, he glibly quotes 
Latin phrases by the line ! 



We need not lemaifc oa the wcMila " P«ter noster." Tlwy 
an well understood. CUmUt, for elowter, was &equaitlT 
used bj Scottuk writen in the age to which this poem 



Liiw20. 

Withia a month I sbal nuike thee parqneer. 

Panjueer, perqmer, or perquer, is used by Barbom. 
It dgni&ea aocorately ; or, per quair, aceardiiig to Um 
book. 

Line 55. 

Pack-man, if thou beliere the Legendary. 

The LegendHrif — the traditions <^ the Others, npca 
which rests so much of the authority of the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church. Originally the L^endary was a book 
containing the lessons to be read in divine service. 

Line 68. 

And great Melchisedeck himself sud Mua. 

It was upon this passage of Scripture — Genesis, 14 — 
that the celebrated discussion between John Knox and 
the Abbot of Grossia^el, held at Maybole in 1562, 
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mainly hingea/ Knox claimed the victory, but the fact 
is he had little to boast of, while the advantage lay with 
the Abbot in having conducted his argument in a spirit 
of gentlemanly moderation, which it would have been 
well for Knox to have imitated. 

• 

Line 64. 
False miscreants, they shame the Masse and slate it. 

To slate, as used in " The Palis of Honoure," means to 
let loose — applied in reference to hunting. In the pre- 
sent case, however, it must be held as signifying abuse — 
to slight it, from the Islandic sladde, slovenly, or inde- 
corous. 

Line 67. 

I'd rather teach a whole Coven of Monks. 



The " dule-tree " — a large tree invariably to be found 
in the firont of old Scottish mansions — is in some parts 
of Scotland called the ^* covin-tree/' Here the owner 
used to meet his visitors ; hence, we may presume, the 
meaning of *' Coven of monks. ^^ Here also the heads of 
the family used to assemble on occasions of sorrow — 
hence its designation of the " dule-tree.^' 



* Imprinted at Edinburgh by Robert Lekpreuik 15C3, and reprinted 
by Sir Alexander Boswell of Auchinleck in sm. 4to. Itil2. 

P 



82 ironn. 

Line 109. 

And BuiTDo-Uke bereft him of his btektit. 
Burreo-lik4, 'baofpum-tko. Feob &e Fr. Boanrau. 

Line 125. 

On thia A friend of mine did make a Sonet. 

This fneoi ii named on the maicjii " Alexander SempilL" 
There is s nnsll work ly A. S. eDtided " «TAAON 
BAAIASCartOoKegi. AnticrhiatoBrontia." Edi'n. 1643. 
4to. Six harea. There were a, great many Amities of the 
name of Sempill ia Ben&ewahire and SnmbttrtoQshire, all 
more or leu directly connected with the noble house of 
Sempill ; and, from the expression of Sir James Sempill, 
" a friend of mine," it seems probable that the aathor of 
the sonnet belonged to ime or other of them. 



Line 135. 

Uow mairj Nmoea, note we, he did naad. 
Ntmee, &e Pope's l^ate^ or mmcio. 

Line 138. 

In sundry sorts so sbsmi with a shame? 
Priors were called shavelings, on account of their niing 
the tonsoi, or ahav^t crown — hence " sharen with a 
shame." 



iroTSS. 83 



Line 167. 

But this yoar Pope doth mishentl/ maintain. 
Mischanilie^ meschantlie, or muhenth/f wickedly. 

Line 206. 

But make Saint Francis only Exorator. 
Eaorator, Lat., entreater. 

Lines 227-228. 

And the confession hereof is, as saith 
Your BeUarmine, a point of Gatholiok faith ; 

Robert Bellarmin, an Italian Jesuit, was one of the 
most celebrated controversial writers of his time. Born 
in Tuscany, 1545. Died, 1621. In 1599 he was hon- 
oured with a Cardinal's hat. No author ever defended 
Popery to more advantage. 

Lines 243-4. 

InfcMtum Limbui, and your Limbus Patntm, 
Where-out none comes, but by the Preces Fratrum, 

Infantum Limbus, the place assigned to children who 
die in infancy. Limbue Patrum, said to be Abraham's 
bosom, where repose the saints who lived before the com- 
ing of Christ. Preces Fratrum, prayers of the brethren. 



Line '2oi. 

Read CMtwright ag^nct RhemM New TeaUment. 
Thomas Cartwright, a celebrated £nglisli Puritan divine, 
Trhoee " Confotation of the Rhemish Tiaoalatioii of the 
New Testament, 1618," wu much in repute, and is still 
wwthy the attentimi <^ the cariouB. He was bora in 
Hertforddiire, 1535. Died, 1603. 

Lioe 256. 

Band Doctor Mortons Protestant appeal. 
Thomas Morton, Bishop of Durham, was another of 
those English diviDee who took up the pen againet the 
statements put forward bj the writen of the Rbenush 
Bible. He was bom at York in 1564, and died in 
1669. He wrote a great many treatises. 

Lme 267. 

They suffer borthels wittiont reprehension. 

Bortkel, a brotbel. The Pope licensed a brothel at 
Home in 1471 — the prostitutes paying him a weekly 
tax, which, it is said, amounted to 20,000 ducats a-yeor. 

Line 306. 

Their most abominable powder plots. 
The well-known '■ Gunpowder Plot," to blow np the 
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English Parliament, was disooYered on the 5th Novem- 
ber, 1605. 

Lines 311-312. 

Mark what a vile report Queen Eatherin caries, 
For that mad Massacre she made at Paris. 

Catharine de Medicis. — ^This massacre, so horrifying in 
its details, occurred at Paris, on Saint Bartholomew's day, 
in the year 1572. 

Line 347. 

They eat their God, they kill their King, they cousen. 

Simon, a monk of Swinstead, poisoned John, King of 
England, in 1216. 

Line 402. 

How Popes do call themselves, Servi servorum. 

The title of Servant of Servants was brought in by 
Pope Gregory. 

Line 404. 

They tread on necks of Kings upon the street. 

Pope Ale^cander, in 1164, trode on the neck of Frederick 
Emperor of Germany. 

Line 609. 

I fear thou be but some foreloppin monk. 
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F^reloppin, ftigitiTv. 

Lines 616-17. 

And seek my meat through many an unknown Maison. 
I know not what ye call your Kyrie Laison. 

Maisonj Fr., a house. J^rie Laison^ Kyrie Eleeson, 
the two first words of the Boman Gatkolic Litanj — ^Lord 
have mercj upon us, &c. 

Line 632. 

Bat use his moyen by his Highnesse Minion. 
Moyen^ means. 

Line 726. 

When Master Mare of leam'd Diversitie. 

Probably alluding to John Jlistr, ot Major, a scholas- 
tic divine and historian, who wrote with '' great liberty o£ 
spirit, not sparing the usurpation of Borne, and taxing in 
divers places the laziness and superfluity of the clergy.*^ 
He was bom at North-Berwick in 1469. Died, 1549. 

Line 731. 

Crying with many a Domvne tH# msper^. 
Domine me asperge^ Lord preserve us. 

Line 863. 

And tKere he me^ with an HT-fiiToiirBd Foster. 
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Foiter, an adopted p«ioa, such as a fortet-brotlier. In 
tUf oaM a fo0ter Ivought up ia ike priory. 



THE PIPER OF KILBARCHAN. Page 41. 

It has been stated that this poem was written about 
1640 ; but as the writer was dien young — ^not probably 
more than twenty-^it may, from the style of the verses, 
be considered a later production. It has also been re- 
marked that no evidenoe exists of its haying been printed 
before it appeared in ** Watson's Collection," in 1706.* 
This is a mistake; as there is in the possession of 
D. Laing, Esq., a broadside of " The Life and Death 
of the Hper of Kilbarchan/* witili the use of which we 
have been kindly favoured, evidently printed before the 
year 1700. Mr Laing possesses another broadside isopy, 
apparently printed in the year 1698. In addition to the 
typographical indication of their priority^ both copies want 
the second last verse to be found in the version of Wat- 
son, which is not likely to have been omitted in any sub- 
sequent copy. 

As remarked in the " Paisley Bepository,"t Robert 



* " A Choioe Collection of Comic and Serious Scots Poems, both 
Ancient and Modem, by Several Hands, tn Three Parts." Small 8vo» 
Edinburgh, 1706-9^10. 

t Edited \f Mr lt>hn MxlHo*, vchoohnastet »t Qiflta, puish of Beitii, 
Ayrshire, 12mo. ISOB, who also pnhlished ** A History of the Witches of 
Renfrewshire, who were bvmed on the GmUowgreen of Paisley.'' 12mo. 
1800. 
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Sempill is ** idlowed to be the inTentor of the fttaiua of 
this Epitaph. AUan Baouay and William Hamilton 
(of GaUdd), in writing the »»ne measure, acknow- 
ledge * The Elegy on Habbie Simfion ' to be ' a finished 
piece,' and a standard of that kind of rhyme : 

* May I be lioket wi' a bittle, 
Gin of your numben I think little, 
Ye're never rugget, shan, nor kittle. 
But blythe and gabby, 
And hit the spirit to a tittle, 

Of STANDABD HaBBy/* 

' And on condition I were as gabby, 
As either thee or honest Habby, 
That I lined a' thy claes wi' Tabby, 

Or velret plush. 
And then thou'd be sae far from shabby, 

Thou'd look right spmsh.' "t 

Line 7. 

Both Trizie, and the Maiden Trace. 

" Hey trix, trim go triz, rmder the greenwood tree," and 
" The Maiden Trace," were popular tunes ; as also " The 
Day it Daws," " Hunts Up, when the Cock it Craws," 
mentioned in lines 11 and 12. 

Line 17. 

Or wha will cause our shearers shear ? 
It was customary, in former times, for the piper to play 



* Ramiaj's lint «pigtle to Hamilton. 
t Hamilton*! second epiitle to Ramsay. 
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in the field while the reapers were at work, with a view 
to stimulate them in their labours. 

Lines 18-19. 

Wha will bend up the brags of weir. 
Bring in the bells, or good play meir. 

Who will bear up the boasts of war ; and bring in the 
pastime of the bells, or good play-mare. 

Line 29. 

At fairs he play'd before the Spear-men. 

Spear^^nefij the ancient guard of the authorities, or city 
officers, as they were latterly styled. 

Line 35. 

At Clark-plays, when he wont to oome. 

Clerk, or stage plays, were performances upon platforms 
in the open air. Simson is said to have often played at 
these exhibitions in Edinburgh when the author was 
present. 

Line 41. 

And at horse-raoes many a day, &c. 

As illustratiTe of this line, Mr Millar states that '' at 
Paisley Saint-James'-day Race, the horses run for silver 
bells, and the horse which is so fortunate as to win the 



ntx is led to the town in tniunpk, witlt 
ao meritoriously gained, hung round hitj 
the belig are sold back, again, for a lixed 
•et on them. It b very probable that somi 
was the cose here : that Habbv, proudly f 
pipes, woald luher the victoHou* hone with 
the town." 

Line 47. 

He counted was a ureil'd wigfat-mai 
fVight-man, a strong man ; tu&l'd, ^nha. 
vjaled, meaning that he was th<? wale, or cfaj 
men. In the broodsidc copies of the poeSli 
Mr Laiiig, the ivord is printed ivalVd, and 1 

Line 59- 

He was convojer of the bride. 
It was the cuatom at Kilbarchan, 
Mr Millar, " for the bride and her 
times round the church l)efore the marri^ 
brated, led on by the piper, who played^ 
liar tune on the occasion, which got the 
Maiden-trace." 

Lines 65-66. ' 



^M, a quick moUon in dancing. 







.Tt 
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He that tynes a 9M o' the spring, 
Shall pay the Piper a pennio.^ — 

The Country Weddit^. 

In (me of the broadaide cofoes, howeyer, we find the read- 
ing, And aU the steps of^ §fc. 

Line 67. 

He slew a man, and wae's me for him. 

This is explained in the following acconnt of Habbie 
Simson, drawn up by Bobert Sempill of Beltrees, grand* 
son of the author : 

•* This (Epitaph) was made by Bobert, son to Sir 
James Sempill, and father to Francis Sempill of Beltrees. 
But before we write the Epitaj^ it is necessary to inform 
the reader of some things, which will make it better un- 
derstood. Know then, whai Habbie was a boy he heided 
at a place called Barr, where there was a heugh, or coal- 
pit, and played as other herds upon the stock and the 
horn : and at that time there was a man lived in the 
town, who made bagpipes, and sold them at four pounds 
Scots ; and Habbie having got so much for herding, he 
went down to the town and bought a stand of them, and 
began to play ; and in process of time he became a good 
player, married, and had a son, and kept a servant. 
Both of them he taught to play, and came that length, 
that on a wedding day he played the newest tune, and 
then laid them by, and ordered his son and servant to 
play the rest, and himself sat down at the bride's table ; 
and after dinner, in those days, they had a fashion that 
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they went to a litde green, near the Fennel thorn, and 
danced at the ring as tihej called it, where Habbie (who 
always wore a durk, which he called Kittoch, after a 
great robber in the Highlands called GoU Kittoch), al- 
ways played the first and newest tune ; and at that time 
there was a new tone called Whoop-meg-nuynxra^ which 
he was playing, when a young fellow that had drank 
more than he should, designing to play a trick on Habbie, 
pulls out a knife and thrusts it into the bag, which let 
out the wind. Ebibbie was sensible of the affiont, and 
pulls out his durk, as he thought, and gave the fellow 
a backward push in the breast, which hearted him, so 
that he fell down. Habbie seeing this, threw away the 
durk, and fled down to Craigends Moss, where he lay till 
it was dark ; but before that he had observed the tang of 
the durk, which had been rusted in, appearing out of the 
scabert, which made him hope that it was not so ill with 
the man as he believed at first, and d^erefore he ventured 
home to Kilbarchan, where he then lived, and asked how 
matters went, when his wife told him that the man was 
a little hurt, but was pretty well." * This explains 

He slew a man, and waes me for him, 

And bure the fead ! 

Bat yet the man wan hame before him, 

And was not dead. 

The fact that Habbie herded eX a place called the Barr, 
sufficiently explains the line — 

• Annual Miscellany^ 1812, pp. 88| 89. 
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He wan his pipes beside Bardeugb, 

which ought, probably, to be printed Barheagh^ there 
having been coal-pits in the vicinity; although anciently 
clefuch and hetigh, a precipice, were synonymous terms. 
In " Watson's Collection " it is printed Borcheugk. The 
Barrhill, as it is now called, is near the town of Kilbar* 
chan. There are the remains of a cude encampment of 
stones upon it, of unknown antiquity. 

It is not known when Habbie was either bom or died ; 
but from the '^ Epitaph," which says he was " teethless, 
auld, and touch,'' it may be inferred that he lived to a long 
age. " His tombstone," says the Paisley Repository^ 
" in Kilbarchan parish churchyard, is so much defaced 
with time, that there are scarce any characters legible 
except H. S., the initials of his name, and a figure, re- 
sembling a flesher's chopping knife. Some think it the 
remains of a bagpipe. Tradition says he was a flesher 
as well as bagpiper. Amongst the Craigends*^papers there 
4s a tack by Craigends, *' To James Simson, flesher^ at 
Kilbarchan, as Kindlie Tenant of that House and Teard, 
with the Chalmer, heigh and laich, possest last be Kath- 
rein PoUik, his mother, lyand within the merkland or 
Kirktoun, during the lyfetyme of the said Laird of Craig* 
ends, for sixtein merk Scots monie, yeirlie, daitit 28 
Apryle, 1682." This James was probably the son of 
Habbie. If so, " Kathrein FoUik " must have been the 
wife of the piper. There was one William Simson, at 
the Kirk of Kilbarchan, whose name occurs as witness to 
a law deed in 1630. 



" in Kilbuchan (lat October, 1808) there ia a bmili 
of the name of Anderson, who are related to Hablae 
Sinuon by the mother's side. That Habbie Simsmi had 
at least a son, is eridait from the following anecdote :— 
Francis Semjnll, son c^ Bobert, the author of Habl^'» 
Epitaph, had upon some oocasioD oSended his (atha, 
who for a long time would not speak to him ; but by tbe 
inteneesion of some friends, the father agreed to for^T^ 
him upon condition that he gave a verse of poetry extem- 
ptne. The yonth asked his father upon what snbject. 
His &ther denred him to make another verse to Habb^'i 
Epitaph. Without hesitation Frauds repeatod — 

" It's now tbese bags are a' forfaim, 
That Habbj left to Jock the bairn, 
Tho' tiiey were sew'd wi' Hollaa' jaim. 

And ulken thread. 
It maks na, thej were &U'd wi' sluum. 

Sin Habbj's dead. 

" I have Men the first two lines of this stanza oi Franoi 
Sempill altoed thus : 



Fowler, in his " Sketches of the Towns, Villages, Ac, 
of Renfrewshire," says, that " in the middle of the town i> 
a schoolhouse, to which a steeple is attached, and in a 
niche of the said steeple there was placed, in 1822, « 
statue of H&bbic Sinuon, the famous piper. It is con- 
sidered an excellent piece of statuary, and highly CTedit- 
ahle to the talents of the sculptor, Archibald RobinstHi, 
in Greenock," 
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A paiatiiig of Habbie Sims<xi was in tlte poaeeaaion of 
John BQchanan, Esq. of Gh;eenock, in 1843. 



EPITAPH ON SANNY BRIGGS. Page 45. 

Wa axe not aware that this poem is anywhere set down as 
the pcodaction of Biobert SemfMll ci Beltrees ; but there can 
be Utile doubt that it is an emanation from the same muse 
that ooB^posed the weU-known and inimitable £|»taph on 
the Piper of Kilbarchan. It is similar in construction, 
spirit and humour, and bj no means inferior. .Whether it 
was printed before the existence of ^* Watson s Collection'* 
if a question which we cannot solve; but it is there 
placed immediatelj after the Epitaph on Habbie Simson, 
which, of itself, may be regarded as indicative of its pa- 
tecnity. Chalmers, aulhor at Caledonia^ was of opinion 
that Robert Sempill was the author.^ 

" Sanny Briggs, the hero of the poem, was, we are 
told, " Nephew to Habbie Simson, and Butler to the 
Laird of Kilbarchan/' But who was the Laird of Kil- 
barchan ? The church and church lands of Kilbarchan 
belonged to the Abbey of Paisley. The revenues, at 
the time of the Reformation, were let to William Wallace 
of Johnatoune, " whose lands, along with the patronage 

* MS. iiot«a in the ponession of D. Jj^ing, Esq. 




of the uhurcli, weru purchased in 1.73a 
Jamea Millikcn:" but the Loinl of Kilbarcli 
pear to hnve been Cunuighame of Craigeni 
at all events proprietor or superior of ike 
Kilbarchan, on wbiuh tbt^ town of Kilbarci 
This property he acquired in 1574, as | 
document shows: — 

" Renuuciatiuuii Iw Maisttir Robert Cat 
Wolyeart of all right and kimlneeee to the' 
Killxirquhan, In favours of Aloxr. Conynghi 
Cn^jinia, 13 Nov. 1574; or the Resignatw 
ehairg gevin be Maistr. Robert Conyngbame n 
lands at Kilbarchano. 

" Me, llnistir Robert Conyngbame, in Will 
me to half rasavit fra the handis of Alcxr. ( 
Laird of Cragania, the soumc otf Fourtia Fn 
in complcit payment for my rycht, Kyndnee, '. 
pertie, and Posacssioun of the Kyrklands, . 
Orchards, lyand at the Kyrk olf Kilbarquhai 
to me in Tuk and Asaedatioun, and oocupyit 
Nickcaw, my aubtenant yrof,, and siclyik oft 
Bailzerie of the baill Cottralla* occupyara of tli 
lands, maid to me he Maiatr. Johoo Mocqul 
ye aamen for the tyme, and off Thomas Mersd 
Landis, and all vtheria the rest of the Coittrall 
on ye said Kyrklands, pcrteinand to mc he 1 
Bailzerie, &c, I sell tlie, &c., quyttilamia u 



,t\f tb« HLioe lb tht m 




K0TE8. 97 



the said Alexr. C, Laiid of Graganis, Iiis airis, for now 
and ever," &c. 

The following appears to be a minute of the first hold- 
ing of the new Laird's Court : — 

" The Act of Court quhair the Tenantis of the Gljb 
and Kirklands at Eilbarchan, compeirit in the Lairdis 
Court, and oonfessit to pay thair Dewtie, conforme to his 
Infeftment, the xiii of November, 1574. 

'' The Court of the Gleib and Kirklands of Eilbar- 
quhan, balding at the samen the xxiii day of November, 
1574, be ane Honourabill man, Alexander Cunynghame 
of Cragans, and Heritor and Fewar of the said Glybe and 
Kirkland, and James Conynghame, Chalmerlane of Kil- 
wyning, his Bailye : The suittis callit : The absentis notdt : 
the Court confirmit in dew tyme withall of Court 

in forme as effeiris. 

" The quhilk day the Tenantts callit, compeirit, viz. 
Maister Bobert Conynghame, James Dowgall, James 
Fleming, James Walkinschaw, Thomas Merschell and 
James Andro, and confarit in to the said Court without 
onie obstakill, or impediment, and grantit in Judgement 
to ansuet, obey, and mak payment of thair Maillis and 
Dewties to ye said Alexander ; conforme to auld wse 
and wont and his Infe&nent maid." 

The now thriving town of Kilbarchan appears to have 
consisted, in 1574, of six houses only, including the 
manse. 

The property, or superiority, of the Kirklands of Kil- 

G 
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bftrehan oontiniiedlong in tibe possessioii of die Giaigends 
fiunilj. In 1688, the Laiid of Craigends agreed, along 
with the other heritoiSy to build a dissenting kirk, or 
meeting-house, under the Act of Toleration, ^' at the 
Kirktoune, upoune the terms, viz. Alexr. Guninghame 
of Craigends he hes condesoendeit to tack ivpoune him 
the chairg and oversight of the heall work, and is to 
build ane Hous, of ffyve Bajs^ of length, with thrie 
Bays of ane ell, or tofisdl,"t &<^* '^^ [Revolution occur- 
ring soon after rendered the meeting-house unneeessary. 
The Session Clerk, in the record, says — *' Upon the 16di 
day of June 1689, we leA the Meeting House and took 
up the Church.'' In 1704, Alexander, Laird of Craig- 
ends, obtained a charter from Queen Anne, erecting his 
villi^e of Kilbarchan into a burgh of barony, with 
power to hold fairs, and to exact all the profits and duties 
thereof. 

Craigends would thus appear to have been the Laird 
of Kilbarchan ; yet it is rather singular that the poet 
should have designated him otherwise than by his proper 
title. 

In the poem itself there is little to call forth particular 
remark. The language must be familiar to most readen 
of Scottish poetry. Bums had probably the following 
couplet in his recollection when he penned his " Address 
to tJbe Toothache" : — 



* A Bay is the diyiBion betwixt one couple and another in the rig- 
ging or the roof. 

t A ToFALL is a smaller building, the roof of which rests on the 
wall of the principal one. 
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** O'er buffet-stools, and hassocks tumble, 
how he gart the jutters jumble." 

Hamoehy a besom ; jtiUerSt tippleis. 



THE BANISHMENT OF POVERTY. Page 51. 

This ^oem is to be found in " Watson's Collection.^' 
There were, however, several earlier editions^ We print 
from a broadside in liie possession of James Maidment, 
Esq., advocate, without a date, but bearing evidence of 
being an earlier production than 1706. We have care- 
fully collated it, not only with ** Watson's Collection," 
but with two other broadsides, in the possession of D. 
Laing, Esq., one of them supposed to have been printed 
about 1680, the year in which the poem was written. 
It was also printed in a small collection by the Foulises, 
Glasgow, in 1751.* The variances in the different edi- 
tions are chiefly verbal. As a whole, perhaps, Watson's 
is the most correct ; but it contains sundry emendations 
which we certainly do not consider impZmente. We 
have therefore diosen to abide mainly by the broadside 
copies, adopting Watson's impsovements where they seemed 
to be confined ta the correction of obvious blunders. 

* Entitled ** The Speech of a Fife Iiaird newly come from the Graye ; 
The HoreQf Oolliiigtoim ; The Banishment of Poverty, Three Scots 
Poems." Sm. 8vo. 



" The Banishment of Poverty, by His Royal High- 
ness J. D. A." — James Dake of Albany [and York], 
afterwards James VII., tells its own tale, aaiA seems to 
be a namttiTe of certain real pessa^ in the life of the 
author, quaintly and bumoronsly told. He anhesitat- 
ingly intimates the embarrassments and even povert; 
into which he was brought by becoming security : — 



Fraocts Sempill sold the Beltrees propertj, retaining 
the superiority, in 1677- This sale is supposed to hare 
bem occBsioDed by the "cautiimrie" here alluded to. 

Line 1. 

Pox fo that poltron Po*ertie. 

Pollron, Eng. coward, scoundrel, &C. 

Line 14. 

An ill doad may that ciutron die. 

Custroim, a low-bom fellow. 

Lines 19-20. 

Femster, when Whiggs were ill miscUeT'd, 
And forc'd to fling tbSr weapons down. 

Ferrmer, femyear, the preceding year. The battle of 
Drumclog, the skirmish at Glasgow, and the insurrection 
of Bothwell Brig, occurred in 1679. It therefore fol- 
lows that the poem was written in 1680. 
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Line 22. 

I with that swinger thought to grapple. 

" That efwinger^^ alluding to Poverty. Sweyngeaur is 
synonymous with dyvour^ a bankrupt. 

Line 24. 

The laydron pow'd me by the thrapple. 
LaydroUy a lazy knave, sloven, &c. 

Line 28. 

And made my body bhiek and blew. 

This circumstance is referred to in the Memoir of Francis 
Sempill. As Sheriff-Depute of Benfirewshire, he was at 
the capture of one Walter Scott, a late magistrate, and 
" xing-leader of conventicles," when his party were de- 
forced, and himself wounded to the hazard of his life. 

Line 44. 

Nor whilly-whaes to grip our gear. 
Whilly-whaei a cheat. 

Line 62. 

By my forcasten company. 

ForecasUny n^lecied. 

Line 65. 

We held the Lang-gate to Lelth Wynd. 



. " The Lang-gaU" Heenu to hare 1)een ilie piA flluitiog 
the margin (^ the Nor'-Locfa, which now forms Prince's 
Street. 

Line 71. 

He wiU'd me BUokbimk'a ftle to prie. 
BUieldymji wu a celebrated brewer of ale in Edinhnigb 
in the days of Francis Sempill. 

Line 84. 

The himgr^ honr 'twizt twelve and ane. 
The oitizeiH of Edinburgh were in the habit t£ diiung 
between twelve and one o'clock. This, indeed, was die 
dinner lioiir throughout the coimtry geneiall;. 

Lines 87-88. 

I din'd with saints and noblemen, 

Even sweet Saint OileB and Earl of Moiray. 

" The meaning ie, that he walked his dinner in St (TolV 
Eirk, where some Earl <$ Murray has hod a montiment. 
St Paul and Duke Humphrey w^ie celebrsted in Iiondon 
for a similar species of hospitality." — MS. Note by Mo- 
therwell on a copy of SitBon'a Caledonian Mvse. 

The monument referred to was that of the celebrated 
Regent Murray. It stood on the west side of the aoath 
transept. It was " surmounted with his arms, and bore 
on the front <tf it a brass plate, wi^ the figures of Jos- 
tii:e and FaitJi engrarod thereon, and the epitaph com- 
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posed by Ba<sliaiian for tli^e purpose. * * Undemeaih 
the coat <tf amis was the motto." * 

Line 89. 

Tykes testament take him for their treat. 

Tykes totoment— dog's testament, an old saying, mean- 
ing that dliere should be nothing I^. 

Line 93. 

1 4»ll'd faun Tark and traiked tyke. 
Traiked iyhe, lounging or &tigued dog. 

Line 97. 

Kind Widow Caddel sent for me. 

Who this kind lady was does not appear. She seems to 
have been an inhabitant of the Luckenbooths or Lawn- 
market, from her too near vicinity to the Tolbooth. 

Lines 109-110. 

1 staw down through the Nether- Wyndi 
My Lady Semple's bouse was near. 

It would Aus appear .that the noble family of Sempill 
had a house at Leith at this period [1680]. The house 
in SempilVs Close, in the High Street of Edinburgh, 
describe in the " Traditions of Edinburgh'' as the town 

«WUson's<' Memorials of Edinburgh/' 1848. 4to. 



104 NOTES. 



Residence of the Sempill family, was not puicliased till 
1743, by Hugh, twelfth Lord Sempill, aldiough it has 
the date 1638 upon it.* 

Line 123. 

But I fare to Sir William Sharpe. 

JFWe, went. Sir William Sharp of Stoniehill, brother 
of Archbishop Sharp. He was for many years Gash 
Keeper to the Treasury, and afterwards Master of the 
Mint. He died previous to 1693. Stoniehill is situated 
about a mile from Musselburgh, and now belongs to the 
Earl of Wemyss. ^ 

Lines 161-2. 

There twa hours I did not tarie, 
Till my blest fortune was to see. 

In " Watson's Collection," these two lines are printed 
thus: — 

I had not tarried an hour or two, 
When my blest fortune was to see. 

We have retained the reading of the broadside editions, 
because it seems preferable, and accords best with the 
rhythm of the verse. 



• WUson's ** MemorialB of Edinburgh." 

t Scottiah Elegiac Verses, m.do.xxix.-m.dcojlxix. ; with Notes, and 
Appendix of IllustratiTe Papers. Edinburgh : Thomas G. Stevenson, 
8/ Prince's Street. m.dccc.xlii. This volnme contains an elegj ** On 
the Death of Sir William Sharp of Stoniehill/' in ^rhich he is lauded as 
" faithful, wise, and just." 
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Lines 163 to 106. 

A sight, sore by the mights of Mary, 
Of that bn^TO Duke of Albanie ; 

Where one blink of his princely eye, 
Pat that foal foundling to the flight. 

• 

This supposed giant of money must have proved of great 
service to the Laird of Beltrees in his distress. The pas- 
sage has been held to contain an example of the author s 
sagacity in trimming to the various rel^ous systems then 
warring against each other — ^''Sure by the mights of 
Mary," being regarded as complimentary to the Boman 
Catholic Duke of York and Albany, although probably 
the exclamation was adopted simply because it afforded a 
ready rhyme to '^ tarie." " Be our Ladie," " Be Sanct 
Marie," &c., were common oaths in the days of Sir David 
Lyndsay. 



A DISCOURSE BETWEEN LAW AND 
CONSCIENCE. Page 59. 

Mb Laing, in his " Fugitive Scottish Poetry,"* attri- 
butes this poem to Francis Sempill, and following the 
suggestion of one so competent to form an opinion in 

* '* Yarious Pieces of Fngitive Scottish PoetiyjNruicipallj of the 
Serenteenth Oentnry." SmaU 8to. Edinbnrghy 1825. 



106 KOTfiS. 



matters of this kind, we were led to adopt it. The fiict, 
howeyer, struck us as somewhat questionable : not only 
from the manner in which the supposed writer speaks of 
James the SeTenth, his former patron — " the brave Duke 
of Albanie *' — ^but from the ixiferior character of the poem ; 
and now, from closer inquiry into the aflbir, it seems 
that our suspicions were well founded. The " Discourse *' 
has reference to ** the first Parliament of K. James die 
Seyenth," and of course must have been composed after 
the aeoession io the throne of that monarch. This event 
took place at the death of Charles II., on the 2d of 
February, 1685. Francis Sempill, the presumed author, 
died before that period. The precise day or year of hia 
death has not been ascertained ; but as his relict^ Jean 
Campbell, grants an assignation to her «on, dated 
21st January, 1685, it is evident that he died before 
James the Seventh became king. Francis Sempill, ihere* 
fore, could not be the author of the " Discourse," and 
the poem has no proper claim to appear in this collection. 



THE BLTTHSOME WEDDING. Page €7. 

This truly graphic and humorous song has been long 
and generally attributed to Francis Sempill. Of late 
years, liowever, it has been claimed as the production of 
Sir William Scott of Thirlestane, in Selkirkshire, ances- 
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tor of the preBent Lard Napier. Varioiu notices have 
appeared on the subject, in more ihan one publication ; 
but the subBtanoe of the whole is conq^nsed in the follow- 
ing statement by Mark Napier, Esq., in his very inter- 
estiDg volume entitled " History of the Partition of the 
Leonoz:"* — 

" The information which die late Lord transmitted to 
myself on the subject is as follows : ' Sir William Scott 
was author of that weU known Scots song, < Fye let us 
a' to the bridal, for there will be lilting there,' — a better 
thing than Horace ever wrote. My authority was my 
Jather^ wbo told me he had it &om hisj and that he had 
it ^om Ais, who was Sir William's son.''^ 

The claim in favour of Sir William Scott thus rests 
simj^y on a family tradition. It is supported by no cor- 
roborative fiiot, and has the disadvantage of haviog been 
put forward late, and in the &ce of the almost universal 
belief that Frauds SempU was the author. 

The claim of the latter is also founded on fimiily tra- 
dition — ^the statement of Mrs Campbell, daughter of 
Robert Sempill of Beltrees, who died at Kilbacchan in 
1789, aged 103. So fiur, the claims of both parties may 
(be regarded as equal ; and in forming an opinion on the 
subject the reader must be guided by other circumstances. 

FirsU It cannot be shown that Sir William Scott of 
Thhrlestane, who died in 1725, ever wrote anything in 
the Scottish vernacular, least of all anything akin in style 



* Edifllmrsh : WUUam Blackwood and Sons, 1836, 8vo. 

t liotter to the author, dated Thirifistano, 16th December 183L 
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or humour to " The BIjthsome Wedding." A number 
of Latin poems, written by him, were published in a 
small volume printed at Edinburgh in 1727. 

On the contrary, Francis Sempill, who died between 
1680 and 1685, was the author of various pieces, which 
have been preserved, and no doubt of many others that 
are lost, written in the Scots dialect, displaying a capacity 
for broad humour and graphic description, which points 
him out as the only man of his age capable of producing 
such a song as '^ Fye let us a' to the Briddell.' 

Secondly f The internal evidence ci the song itself is 
perhaps worth attention. Mr Napier, in the work al- 
ready referred to, quotes a letter from the late Mr Allan 
Cunningham to Lord Napier on the subject of the song, 
in which he says, " Your Lordship was the first who 
drew my attention to the seannde flavour of the feast, and 
to the north of Scotland sort of air of the words ;" but 
in what respect this discovery tended to strengthen Mr 
Cunningham's belief, that it was " the lyric of a Napier" 
[Scott he should have said], we really cannot imagine. 
It could have no reference to the locality 'of Sir William 
Scott's residence, as Thirlestane is situated in a pastoral 
district. If it has a leaning at all it is in Seivour rather 
of Sempill, who had much intercourse with the west coast, 
through his relations there, and had in consequence every 
opportunity of becoming acquainted with sea-side feasts 
and manners. He was related by blood to the Camp- 
bells of Ardkinlass, in Argyleshire, and married his 
cousin, Jean Campbell, of that fiamily ; hence we might 
account for the introduction of such a West Highland 
name as ^' Alaster-Dowgal " into the song. 



n 
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Still farther — what are we to make of the rather plain 
spoken line»— 

'' And there will be faimtickl'd Hew, 
And Bess with the lillie white leg, 
That gat to the south for breeding, 
And bang'd up her wamb in Mons-Meg V* 

Bess went to the south to acquire manners, and therCj in 
the south, got herself into the condition described. This, 
we think, is the obvious reading of the verse. If Sir Wil- 
liam Scott was the author of the song, and writing at 
Thirlestane, the south would obviously mean England. 
Now, we know that the large piece ci£ ordnance called 
MonS'Meffi to which the author unquestionably refers, 
was not removed to London from the Castle of Edinburgh 
till 1754,* consequently the circumstance described could 
not have taken place in England. But if the author was 
Francis Sempill, writing at the Thridpairt, or Ard- 
kinlass, it would not have been inconsistent with the 
usual meaning attached to the terms south and north in 
Scotland, to have said that Bess had gone south [to Edin- 
burgh], and at the same time been perfectly accurate in 
point of chronology. When the song was written, whe- 
ther by Scott or Sempill, the Union between England 
and Scotland had not taken place, and Edinburgh, as the 
seat of the Scottish Executive, was regarded, as it still is 
to a great extent, the source of genteel education. 

By these remarks, we do not mean to aver our positive 

* It WM FMtored to the Gutle in 1829. The occasion was qnite a 
gala day in EdUibnrgh. 
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belief tbat Francis SempiU was ihe autiior of ^^Tje let 
us all to the Briddell ; ' but we put them forwaxd' as 
good reasons for not abandoning the traditionary claim of 
^e latter, simply because another traditionary claim has 
been set up. We hare everj respect for the punctilious 
accuracy of the noble fsutnily of Napier ; but in a matter 
of this kind, it is not at. all impossible that a mistake 
may have occurred. 

So &r as is known, *^ The Blythesome Wedding " was 
first published in " Watson's Collection." It next ap- 
peared in Bamsay*s " Tea-Table Miscellany,"^ and subse- 
quently in " Herd's Collection."t In more recent timges 
it has been included in most of the numerous collectunis 
of Scottish songs which have teemed from the press — ^not, 
however, without undergoing sundry changes. We haive 
printed the song literally from ^' Watson's Collectioiis" 
discarding the various readings to be found in other ver- 
sions, as spurious. 

Most readers of Scottish poetry will be able to peruse 
it without the aid of a glossary. It was customary in 
former times, as it still is in the more remote districts of 
England, to designate individuals by some personal char- 
acteristic, such as " capper-nos'd Gibbie," or ^' plouckie 
fac't Wat." The parties were frequently, in fact, as the 
criminal records amply testify, better known by their 
nick-name than their Christian — Whence the peculiarly 

• " The Tea-Table MiweUaiiv, being a Choice CoUection of Bnglish 
and Scotch Songs." 12mo. 1724. 

t " Ancient and Modern Scottish Songs, Heroic BaUads/' ftc. 12nio. 
17G9, and again in 2 vols. 12mo. 1776. 
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mod^ aipefsfc of the gatheriaig at the wedding. Were 
asflemblies in our own day to be similarly desoribed, a 
poet of equal humour with the author of '* The Blythe- 
some Wedding," would have little diflSculty in pourtray- 
ing a very ridiculous group. The song is valuable as 
furnishing an imperishable record of bygone manners, 
and of the dainties which used to garnish the tables of 
the peasantry, on occasions of festivity, a century or two 
ago— for, although these are eniunerated with quizzical 
breadth and levity, it is easy to discover in the incongruous 
medley, not a few dishes of good substance as well as 
flavour. It is here that the reader stands most in need 
of a glossary. From line 55 to 78, the catalogue is 
truly formidable : — 

'* With sybows and rifarts and oarlings/' &c. 

Sybow9^ onions; nfartSi radishes; earlings, pease birsled 
or broiled ;* tartan-fonj a pt^ding of red oolewort 
mixed with oat-meal; dragen, perhaps &om droggtBy 
oc»fections ; Imichen^ perhaps brocAon, oatmeal boiled 
to a consistency thicker than gruel ; fculhy abimdanoe ; 
gappoeks, gobbets, as mucb as can be swallowed at once ; 
Pow-8odie9 sheep's-head broth: dmmmochf meal and 
water mixed in a raw state ; crowdie^ this word, as here 
used, probably means curds with the whey pressed out, 
otherwise it would be a repetition of drammoek; scad- 
^ps, &t brotb or soup, the scum or &t of whidi keeps in 



• "Hot p«aN and beans" used, until lately, to be a n^tlj 'erj' in 
SdutbuiiSl'* 
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the iteam; swata, new ale; €a»toeh»t ^^ coieof satalt . 
of Golewort OT cabbage ; afatnib, drink in general, &c. 



SHE RAISE AND LOOT ME IN. Page 71 , 

" The late Mr Ritson aaserted that this was aa EngU . 
composition which he had seen printed, \rith the mnw j 
in a puUication in or about the year 1600, that belonged ' 
to the late Major Fe&niMi. Bitson states this from me- . 
raoiy, and probably alludes to the celebrated Colledicii 
of Ballads and Songs, printed on broadsides, and boW 
in two large folio volumes, which b^onged to Majot 
Pearson, and aftemards to the Thike of Roxbmghe, who 
added a third volume. Ritson may have seen a copjf' 
the song on a broadside in one of Major Pearson's two 
volumes, most of the pieces in which, though vHha" 
dates, appear to have been printed in the latter pari ^ 
the sevei^eenth oentary and early part of the eighteenll 
century. The song appearii^ in such a collection c» 
be no proof of its being Engli^, or of its not b^ng <nii- 
ten by Francis Sempill. 

" In &ct, a Mrs Campbell, the daughter of Bobeit 
Sempill (grandson of Francis) of Beltteee, was posstfse^ 
of several poetical pieces in MS. by Francis Sempill, U" 
among others of this very song — " She raise and loot M 
in," in MS. This la^ was living at Paisley (KilbamhiO/ 
in 17&7. —Campbelfs Introduction to the History ^ 
SeotHxh Poetry, 1798, 4to. p. 362. 
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<< Tlila song, * She raise and loot me in/ was leprinted, 
and probably retouclied by Bamsay, in his * Tea-Table 
Misodilany/ * It contains » several words that shows its 
Scotch origin, as ' yate/ for door or gate ; * bairn/ for 
child ; and ' Nelly ' is the name of the heroine." t 

The original Scotch words are to be found, with the 
music, in Flayford's ^ Choice Ayres and Songs,' 1683. 
A copy of the air, " in square-shaped notes," was '^ in- 
serted in an old MS. original book in the possession of 
the editor [of Johnson's Musical Museum],^ where it 
was entitled * Shoe roasse and leit me in.'" The same 
air, together with the song, appeared in Thomson's Orpheus 
Caledonius, 1733. There can be no doubt that the 
song was originally written by Francis Sempll. The 
heroine is said to have been a Miss Craufurd of Auchin- 
ames.§ William Graufiird of Auchinames, who died in 
1695, had, by his first marriage, a daughter named Ellen 
(Scots Nelly), She might have been, in point of age, 
heroine of the song. She was married to Patrick Ed- 
monston of Newtoun, but left no issue. 

* See edition 1733, p. 133; and edition 1753j[>. 123; and Bee it in 
Herd's Ancient and Modem Scottish Songs, ITTo, v. i. 280. It is not 
in Ritson's Scottisli Songs. 

t MS. notes by the late George Chalmers, Esq. author of ' Caledo- 
nia/ &G. in the jiossession of D. Iiaing, Esq. 

X '* Tb^ Scots Musical Museum, consistmg of upwards of Six Hun- 
dred Sonss, with proper Basses for the Piano Forte, &o." 6 vols. 8vo 
1787-1803. This very valuable work was aEPRlNTED with Notes and 
Illustrations of the Lyric Poetry and Music of ScotUnd, by W. Sten- 
house, Charles Kirkpatriok Sharpe, and David Laing, Esqrs. in 1839, by 
MuSars Blackwood, Edinburgh. 

§ Tradition communicated to Br A. Crawfurd, Johnshill, Lochwin- 
aoch, by the late James Semple, merchant, Kiibarchan, in 1830. 

H 



" What may be callad ^ AngUfied rereioi) [of tkia 
aoDg] Gist appeared in JokBBoa'a Muaenm.* Bums ms 
adttaiu» in diiakifig tkat Bamsay iras the aothor ot diit 
Tvrion, for Bamsay givei the original wwdi, with (11 
their womth and high colouring."* 

We print from the " Tea-Table Uiscellaay." 



MAGGIE LAUDKE. Rige 73. 

Mb STEIfHOCSB, in hifl notes to JohseMi's " Mnaeil 
MuBoum," says — " this coinio ballad was writtai bj 
Francis Swiple <^ Beltrees, Esq. in the county of Bei- 
frew, about the year 1642. t This &id is stated on the 
joint authorities of two of his descendants, viz. the Iste 
Mr Semple of Beltrees, who died in 1789, and his rela- 
tion, the late Mr Semple (brewer) of Edinburgh." 

Notwithstanding this very positive assertioii, the au- 
thorship has been questioned, amongst others, by Robert 
OhambeiB, in the introduction to his collection c£ Scottish 
Songs,^ who thinks it not so probable that be wrote the 
excellent song of " Maggie Lauder," as that he was the 



• BookofSeottuh Smg. Blaoki* Mid Sod, Oltupiw. Sq. IZmo. ISU 
t It was more probab^ Ut«r, u Francii 6*mpiU muit hava ban 
T«rf joang in 1612. 
; "ThaScotUDliSoiigi; Co!lMt«duid lUiutnUd bf Bobert Cham- 
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autJior (£ '' Fj let 119 a to the Biiddell." '' Was it 
likely," he sajs, *^ that a song possessed of sach popular 
qualifijcatians should hare escaped Bamsay, if it had 
been written bef<»e his time V^ and upon this slender ne- 
gatiye he proceeds to consider it more likely that Lieuten- 
ant WiUiam Hamilton, author oi an el^j on '' Bonny 
Heck, a fiunous Fife Greyhound,'* published in ^* Wat- 
mm's Collecdon," was the writer. And why ? For this 
▼ery cogent reason, that " some of the verses in * Bonny 
Heck ' relate to the very spot of country which may be 
said to form the scenery of ' Maggie Lauder ';" forgetting 
that Hamilton was a west country man, and had as little 
to do with Fife as Francis Sempill ! 

Mr Chambers, at the same time, is more inclined to 
•give the credit of ** Maggie Lauder " to some local poet 
or other, and he discovers that " towards the middle of 
the (last) century, when it is most probable that ' Maggie 
Lauder ' was written, * the East I^euk of Fife,' as the 
district is called, was a perfect nest of poetical wits ; the 
chief of whom was Clerk Dishinfftony of Crail." And 
so he is ready to ascribe it to Clerk Dishington. There 
is no end to conjecture ; and we regard it as very im- 
proper to attempt to disturb '^ unvarying tradition " in 
matters of this kind, without some strong circumstance 
or fact to rest upon. 

But unfortunately for the pretensions of Clerk Dishing- 
ton, it is known Ijiat '* Gay introduced the air of * Maggie 
Lauder ' in his musical opera of ' Achilles,' printed in 
1733. The same air had previously been used for a 
song called * Sally's new Answer, set to the tune of 



Mog^ Loutber," a sort of parod; on Carey's ' Sallj an 
our Alley,' as well aa for a song in the Quaker's Opaia, 
written by Thomas Walker, and acted at Lee and Har- 
per's Booth in Bartholomew Fair, anno 1728."* 

The song of " Maggie Lauder," though it is not in 
the " Tea-Table Miscellany," must therefore have been 
known in the time of Bamsay. That the air sboiild 
have found its way to England so early may be accounted 
for by the traditional &ct, that Francis Sempill was in- 
timatQ with many of the English officers in the army of 
the Commonwealth at Glasgow, who are said to luiTe 
highly appreciated his acknowledged wit and humour. 

But, curionsly enough, Mr Chambers himself famishes 
an anecdote of " Maggie Lauder," showing that the he- 
roine, if not the song itself, was of the age of the Com- 
monwealth : — 

" While I am upon the sabjeet of ' Maggie Lander,' I ma) 
be permitted to introdace a very curious and interesting anec- 
dote of the lady herself, which I had the good fbrtnne to dis- 
oOTor in an old manuscript volume of genealo^c^ coUectiom 
in the Ubrary of the Faculty of Advocates, It occnra in tha 
shape of a note to an account of the family of Lauder of the 
Bbbh; to which family, it thus appears, we are indebted for it 
least the name, if not also the character, of the heroine. 

" Note. There hath been a tradition in the Bni^h of North 
Berwick, and country about, handed donn to this time froin 
fether to son, that when Oliver Cromwell, that usurper, hypo- 
crite, and great wicked man, lay with bis army encampel 
about Dunbar, before the battle of Downhill, that he had sent 
a party to North Berwick, where Sir Robert Lauder, then ot 

* Stenliouav'B Kotea, 



NOTES. 117 



Baas, had his house with barn-yard and other office-houses. 
The part J entered the bam, where the com was sacked up, ready 
to be carried out to be sown; the party having offered to cary 
off the com for the use of their master, the Lord Protector 
(as they called him) his army, Sir Robert's servant went into 
the house, and acquainted Mrs Margaret alias Maggy Lauder, 
Sir Robert's sister, who had the management of his family 
and affairs. She immediately ordered the sharpest knife and 
flail to be brought to her, and went into the bam, where, after 
upbraiding the party, she ripped up the sacks, and managed the 
flail with such dexterity, that she beat off the party; for which 
she most deseryedly may be accounted amonest the greatest 
and most glorious heroines of that age. Sir Robert was ob- 
liged at that time to abscond, because he was a loyalist, as all 
of that and other families of that name have almost always 
been, and still continue." 

Francis Sempill was in the hey-day of manhood when 
this exploit of Mrs Margaret Lander oocurred ; and 
although, as Mr Chambers observes, he *' was a gentle- 
man of Renfrewshire,'* yet we know that he spent much 
of his time in Edinburgh, and, no doubt, was familiar 
with all the on dits of the day. 

But the song itself furnishes evidence of its having 
been written long before the time of Clerk Dishington— " 

" Weel hae ye play'd your part I quo Meg ; 
Your cheeks are like the crimson I 
There's nane in Scotland plays sae weel, 
Sin' we lost Habbie Simson." 

Robert Sempill of Beltrees, author of the Elegj on 
Habbie Simson, died before 1669 — ^probably some jean 
previously — and there can be little doubt that the poem 
itself was written between 1640 and 1650. Is it pro- 



bftUe, then, tliKt Clerk Diabington, writing a hundred 
yean afterwards (about 1750} would make use of the 
expresaion, " Sm' we lost Habhie Shnson "? Consi- 
dering tbe long lapse of time between tke two periodi, 
tbe allosioD would have been ridiculous. But if we 
look upon Francis Sempill as the author, the expreraion 
becomes felicitous ; for he wrote, we may safely presume, 
while his father was alive, and while the memory trf 
Habbie Simson was &eeh in the recollection of all. 
The limilarity between the line in the elegy — 
" Ue made his cheeks «s red as orimson " — ' 
and that in tlie song — 

" YoQT cheeks ore like the oiimioa" — 

may also be considered fitvotuable to the claim of Francis 
Sempill as the authw of " Haggle Lauder." No one 
eoald be better acquainted with the language of the et^ 
than the son of the author. 

The song is printed from " Herd's Collecticm " — no 
earlier oopy having &11en into our hands. If written, as 
■we believe, by Francis Sempill in the serenteenth century, 
and if only preserved orally until it found a protector in 
David Herd, the probability is that it has undergone 
not a few verbal chaises. These it is impossible, how- 
ever, to point out; and we shall not surmise in the 
absence of proof. The orthogr^hy is modem Soota. 
HaHarnhfoJcer, Hine 6) almost the caHy word at all puz- 
zling to tiie ordinaiy reader, signifies a sturdy be^ar. 
The ?uillan is described in Jamieson's " Scottish Die- 
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tionary " as the space, in old cottages, partitioned off by 
a wall from the fire-place, running backwards, to shelter 
the inner part of the house from the door : but Allan 
Ramsay gives a more correct idea of it. He says " a 
hallen is a fence (built of stone or turf, or a moveable 
flake of heather) at the sides of the door in country 
plaees, to defend them from the wind. The trembling 
attendant about a forgetfiil great man^s gate or levee, is 
also expressed in the term hallenshakery 
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No. I. 

ACTA PARLIAMENTORUM MARINE 

XVI DIE APRILIS, 1567. 

14. 

JOHNNE SEMPILL RATIFICATIOUN, &c. 

Thx quhilk DAT fforsamokle as oure souerane Lady takand 
regard and respect to the lang and continnall faithAil seroioe 
not oi^i6 done one the ane parte to hir Maiestie and nmqie. hir 
derre^ Moder Regent of hir Realme for the tyme be hir weil be- 
lonit cousing William Lord LeTingstoon Bot alssua be his sister 
germane "Marie Leuingstonn hir hienes familiar seruitrice And 
one that vther pairt be hir daylie and familiar seruitour Johnne 
Semple sone to Robert Lord Semple during all the youth held 
and minoritie of hir hienes seruitouris foirsaidis And beirand 
gud mynd and fouour as hir hienes dewetie requyrit To hir 
said speciall seruitoris the said Johnne Semple and Marie Le*- 
uingstoun to knytt thame togedder in lauchfull marriage: 
And for maintening and setting fordwarttis of thair bonestie 
and estimatioun in lauchfull marriage with prouisioun of ane 
ressonable leying for thair estait Qnhairthrow that thai myt. 
the mair ferventUe and reddelie continew and perseueir in thair 
obedient and ikithfull sendee in all tyme cuming It hes plesit 
hir Maiestie of hir liberalitie in recompance and reward of 
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And nowbirUienes takand oonsideratioun that hir richt trais t 
cousing and connsalloar Geoi^ Erie of Huntlie is or to 
be in this present Parliament restorit and reponit agane to his 
landis and leving And speciallie to the landis foirsaidis prinoi- 
pailie disponit li^oare said Souerane Ladie to the said Johnne 
and his said spous quhairthrow thai will bo denudit of tho 
heretable richt and propirtie of the samln be ressoun of the 
said reductionnandrestitutioun notiirithstandingthe infeftment 
foirsaid granttit be hir Majestie to thame thairupoun: yit 
nottheles hir hienes being movit of petie and takand consi- 
•deratioan of the premissis 

And being of ferme mynde and gud will that hir saidis 
seruitouris be not allaterlie disheresit: And put fra thair 
sobir lenng gewin be hir Majestie to thamo in recompuns and 
reward foirsaid hes thairfore thocht expedient and being 
bandin of hir dewetie that the landis foirsaidis viz townis 
and landis of Auchtermuohtie Stewartoan Yle of Lit til 
Cumray the landis of Yethie the landis of Blawarthill and 
landis of Kingis Medow with pairtis pendiclis and pertinentis 
thairof and threttie pnndis foure pennie annual rent foirsaid 
forth of the landis of Banoreif quhairintill thai ar infefb in 
speciall warrandice and securitie of the saidis Ytheris landis 
qohilk pertenit to the siud Erie of Huntlie of befolr be maid 
sicker and sure to thame and thair airis specifiit [and contonit 
in the said Infeftment siclike as the samin had bene principall 
in the said Infeftment And the samin to be corroborat And of 
sic strenth and effect to thame as may or can be devyslt 

Thairfoke hir hienes with deliberat mynd and with consent 
authoritie and assent of the thi-e estaitis of this present parlia- 
ment convenit hes ratifiit be the tenour of thir presentis ratifilf 
apprevis and confirmis the foirsaid Ghartour and Infeftment 
alooue specifiit in sa far as extendis or may be extendit to the 
heretable infeftment and richt of the foirsaidis landis of Auch- 
termuchtie Stewartoun and vtheris landis following thairupoun 
quhilkis wer gewin in warrandice of the vtheris landis of the 
Erledome of Huntlie foirsaid And all poinctis articles and 
clauses oontenit thairintill sa far as concc*ruis tlio samin. 



WiUing ind daelaring ))0 the arpi of the Qixe ecUtii foir- 
uidis that the said former Infeftment maid he hir hienei to 
hir BeraitoBiii foinudie of the foineidis laodis of Aat^toT' 
mnehtie Steirftrtoune and vtheris abonwritten To be as tbiI- 

lab1e aai of »ls gret strenth force and effect at and the eon- 
sent STJBB and aootoritie of the three estaitii of FarUsment 
with ttuur decrete iiretant had been had thairto foraaidis 
in plane parliament &Dm the begynning And forder gif neid 
beig hir Maiestie with awjss and consent foirsud off new gOTu 
granttii and disponU to the said Johnno Sempill and his said 
BpouB and tliair airis All and sindrye the foinaidis landis of 
Auchtermnohtie Stewarttoun &c. (ezceptand the landis of the 
£r)edome of Uantlie) To l>e broikit joissit and poeeedit be 
thame and thur airia perpetuallie confbnne to the samiii In- 
feftment withowtt ony revocatioun contndicdonn rednctieDn 
or agane calling qahataumeuir renunoeaod the samin and all 
actionn and clame that hir hieaes may haif or pretend againia 
the samin in ony tyme heirefter See. 

Oblissand hir hienes and bir luceesionris in this hir plane 
parliament Verbo Begio neuir to cnm inoontrBT the tanoor of 
the Bud infeftmont &c. And the extract thairof diawin fdrtli 
of the bukis of parliament be the clerk of Begr. aabBcririt 
with his hand sail half passage throw hir hienes gret seill And 
of ais grot strenth to be warrand to hir bienea chauoellar for 
deliuerine and putting of the samyne throw hir gret scdll to 
the said Tlohnne and his apoua as the samin had past throw 
hir signet and privie seiltia of befbir to the efieot aboue writtin. 
— 'T/konuoit'i Acti of Parliament of Scotland. 
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No.n. 

ACTA PARLIAMENTA JACOBI VI. 

XXIV DEI OCTOBEEIS, 1581. 

70. 

THE REUOCATIOUN OF THE COLLECTORIE. 

ExcBFTAND ancl resenrand alwayis farth of this our reuoca- 
tiounis the infeftment maid and gevin be the quene our dar- 
rest Mother to vmqahill Johne Semple of Bultreis and Marie 
Leuingstoun his spous of all and haill the toun and liindis of 
Aachtermuchtie with mylne multuris fewfermis and perti- 
nentis lyand within our sherefdome of Fyiff and vtheris spe- 
cifeit in the said Infeftment And for the said Maries secu- 
Title thairof during hir awin lyif onlie As in the same at 
mair lenth is oontenit Keseroand alwayis to ws of the said 
Maries consent sex chalders aittis with haill pultrie fowllis 
and geiss with all thair canis to be rpliftit. yeirlie be our 
Comptrollair his factouris and servitouris in his name forthe 
of the saidis toun and landis of Auchtermuchtie Providing 
alwayis that efter the said Maries deceis tliir presentis sail 
not prejudge ws of our rycht and titill to the saidis toun and 
landis with mylnis multuris and pertinentis thairof ezcept- 
and &c. &c. &c. 



No. III. 

HORNING. 

Maxwxil and Patoun contra Sr.MFiLL. 

17 Atnil, 1677. 
Cha&lss Kikg of Gbeat Bbitain, &o. To our Lovits, &c, 
meant and shewcn to us be our lovitts Kobert Maxwell and 



Jaiueg Patoun burgeases of Glnsgoir, that quhuras ffruiois 
Sempill of BiltreeB be bis band deitit 8 October 1675. grantit 
bini to huTe barrowit from the Coinpleanan, aue £150. 10. 0, 
Scuta, to be payit at Mert^mes then niit to cum, but is not 
pay it, &e. 

Our will is heirby, &c. ye itaia to tbe dwelliog Hooae of said 
Francis Sempill, to command him to wf the said £150. 0. 0, 
See. mider the pajne of rebellion and pntting of him to our 
horn. See. See. 

Gerin vnder our Signet att Edinr. 5 Aprytl, 1677. 
Ex deliberatione dcmtnorum eonsillH. 



17 Aprilis, 1677. 



Will. Hokbtsons, Clk. 



MS. NARRATIVE OP HIS FAMILY, DRAWN UP BY 
ROHERT SEMPILL, FIFTH OF BELTREES. 

" In the year 1G60 Cromwell* went orer to Ireland and re- 
duced the whole couutiie and made a settlement of the coo.- 
fificated estates for the pay of the undertaken fbr the Irish 
War and of tbe Olbcers tliat had served in iL Yet though 
that was done he could not forfnult my predecessor Sir James 
who WHS over lord of the lands of Cuj'berie and I think if any 
of his VhssiUIs were in the Rebellion thei'e estates should have 
fain to him and bis heirs and not to the crown of whom ha 
held it and by this time was long dead and bis sone at the 
Kings Restoration and before it still loyal, and his sonat my 
grandtather was out for the King and though the King when 



[lell ( 



■A in 16S3. 
uthor of Habbie, 
the lujal army. 
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-ftt Breda had by his letter promised to confirm Cromwell's 
Settlement of Ireland, and as the English interest there had 
gone in unanimously to the design of the King's Bestomtion 
and had merited mnch on that aoooont. So my predecessors had 
merited in proportion to his interest there having gt>no out for 
him here and had suffered for him. 

" My predecessours were sure they had done noe thing either 
against King or govemment but reather lost their meens at 
home, by their avowedly appearing for His Majesty.. So they 
thought they had noe tlnng to §Sar, And though they sent 
over men from England and set up a Court of Claims to exa- 
mine the Pretensions of the Irish yet my authors had noe thing 
to fear it was thought as they were always loyal and in the 
meen while Sir James his sone dyed, and his sone my grand 
father* was assisting the King's Restoration here." 



No. V. 

INSTRUMENT OF SASINE. 

Mabib Pollock spous to Robebt Sbmfill of B^Itreis of the 
Lands and otheris within mentd. provydeit to hir in Lyfrent 
vt infra Deatit the 9th Deer. 1678. 

Ane discreit Gentleman James Sempill in Parks of Castell- 
sempill leat servitor to the deceist Robert Lord Sempill, Bail- 
lie in that part To Francis and Robert Sexnpills of Biltreis. 

And Robert Caldwill elder in Maines of Thridpairt aotomey 
for Mary Pollock eldest dochter of the deceist Kobert Pollock 
of that Ilk now Spous to the sedd Robert Sempill of Biltreis 
haveand and holding in hier hands ane certaine contract of 
3iatremoniall, &c. 

Francis S. and Jean Campbell living parents of the said Ro- 
bert of Biltreis. 



* Rol>eTt Sempill, third of Beltrees. 
I 



HmM PoUoek with iuIttm of hw nother-^eMi OfMrfn^ 
Sdiet of Bobert— Bobert Polloek now of that Ilk bir eldest 
blather; Hew Crawftiird fiar of Jordanhill, ThomM C. of Craw- 
foirdibiinie bir Unoklei, Lowrutee Crawfoird eldest Bone to 
■aid HeW) uid XlunnM Crawfiiird eldest sone to the gaid 
Thomai C. of CrawfuirdBbume Coctraoton with her. 

On the other Pairt 
of 14tb NoTT. 167S and for the mariag then agctit npoati and 
■olemnizst 

To Infeft Maria Pollock in the £5 Land of Biltreis, Olen- 
heid, and Bmnthllla — the 463. 8d. land of Clochrodricks, and 
these pairta of the Ten mark land of Thridpairt with the 
Walkmill the Manor place, the Maines (except certain parts 
of &e. poaaesit hr Francis &c. in liferent) 

Written be John Hamiltoun Bervitor to John Crawford 
Wrjter in Glasgow Befoir these witnesses Thomas Pollock of 
Balgra;, Bobert Spens Writter in Glasgow Sas, 

After Pnblicke reading Sie. the InfeKment was done before 
James Orr in Drygat, James Scherar in Murgeon-Iiill James 
Allasone in Bumfoot of Clochodrick, James King wiight in 
Ueikell-Gauen, and Andrew Adam semitor to the said Fran- 
oi SempilL 

St ego vera Joanrm Sptir clericu*, dx. 

BexiBtmt att Glas^fow 8 Jan. 1679 by me James SenpiU 
Clerk to and Keiper of the Begiater. 

Nb.VT. 
INSTRUMENT OF SASINE. 

Seasing, 15 168 [torn] 

SEASINO Mauk Foliook of the Ten Mark Land of Tlirid- 

pMrtlfidayof. 168 . 

Compelled ane discreit man Bobert Semple TraTrler to Ir- 
land now rendenter att Eardcein as actomey for Marie Pol- 
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look fipoaa to Bob4rfc Sexnple &i Hltroea « aiso tomftbeA 
Fta&oU Slaemaa Sheriff Officer BaiUie in that ptart. 

Heading a I>]8positioi]6 made be Bobert S. of BQtrees to in- 
Mt Marie Poilodk his dpoos in liferent in the Ten Merit land 
of Tliridpairt reserring oat dco. in fyiToa of Jean Campbell lua 
mother, ane Annnalie of £200 Scots of the Lands of Drjgat 
and portionen of Third pairt ealled Biaeneock and Water- 
syde &c. 

Writtdb be John Ure Wryter in Glasgow,att Glasgow 15 daT 

of 168- Befoir Bobeit HaU of Pnllbair, John Maxwell 

of Oaennaines. 

Poet &o. the Infeftment was done befoir thir Wltnessis 
Bobert Fork elder lait Baillie of Pasley. William Stewart 
Stationer thaur, James Patoane Mesar. thair, and John Fork 
Wryter thairolL 

Et ego vera JbatmeB Fork Clmicus de. 



No. vn. 

LYFERENT OBLEISTMENT 
L. Biltrees younger To L. Biltreis Elder and his Ladie 1680". 

Be it Kend me Robert Sempill Fiear of Biltreis, as Francis 
SempUl of Biltrees and Jeane Campbell Ms spous my Parents, 
be thair Letters of Dispositioun and Eenundatione ^izt. they 
sauld to me All and Iiaill their Lyferent of the pairts and 
portions of die Thridpairt widi Manor Place yairds, com and 
Walkmilns &c. lyand in Eilbarehan Faroeh, Lordship of Sem- 
pdil teinds. And setng the Disposition is grantit npon condi- 
tion of my making thairfor wit ye me i»id Bobeit Sempill 
with the adryce of Hugh Crawfurd ffiear of Jordanhill Thomas 
Crawfnrd of Crawfnrdsbume, and of Francis Sempill my fa- 
ther to whom I stand interdicted to be bond and oblist to in- 
feft and sease Francis Sempill of Biltrees and Jean Campbell 
in Lyferent in All and BJull in mj 46s. Sd. Land of Clocho- 



iikk. ^ for the Friiidi«U tlw Ten Mmki Und of Thrt^ 
pMTt, In ipecudl WariBii^oe and Secoritie to them in Life- 
tima the 4St. 8d. Land of Cloahodridi && in caise of eTictiona 
of the lamhi fn them be ony Francis his Creditors, for onj 
debts dew by him to them, '^^^■airof I of ane band relative to 
my oontraet of mairiags ame bund to rsliere tiiin at their hands 
. or fie Harie Pollook my qMnise Lyferentrix of sd. Cloohodiick 
he Tiitew of her L;r^ei«nt infeftmant tluurof. 

MoreoTer wit ye me to he bund to pay to the sud Francis 
hii CreditOTi the fiidlowing tomes nit. 

To Thomas Crawfud of Cnwfnrdsbiinie 500 Merka 

To Do. 200 Do. 

To John CaldwiU in Itiik . £233 6 8 

-Jo John Gillies in Qutelsempell 100 

To Jonet On in Braenook . 200 

To the Taylionrs of Pasley far the nse 

of the Poor of the sd. trade . 100 marks 

To the Bums of John Marsohall 

LuteUe of aochodiiok £266 

"Wrytten be Kobert Spens, Wirter in Glasgow at Gla^ow 
IS Jnue 1680. Witnesses John Crawfiud Wryter in Qla^w 
•ud BMd Bobeit Spens. 



Na VID. 

.ANE ACOOUPT of the DEBTS endew be me Kobkkt Sek- 
PILL of Beltreis to the persoues ander written to be payed 
be Mr John Semmll my Factor in manor speafit in the 
Factorie made be me to him of the data of thir presents 
Tilt. (13 AprU 1686). 

To the Baptesentatites of nmqle. Mr John Stirlelng minister 

£100 Soots. 
To John SeminU«t Bridgend ana 100 merles 
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To William King at Achindennan of bygane a. rent of Three 

Score Sex pnnds 
To Agnes Marshell at Park bygane a. rent of £18 
To Issobell Hunter a. rent of &0 
To Robert Speir in Kilbarchan 50 merks 
To James Arthnre 60 merks 
To James Steill of Moorstoon 100 merkes 
To Alexr. Cochran in Thridpart 50 merkes 
To Robert Orr in Barr 10 merks 
To John Riddell ten merkes 
To James Gonnell at Achindennan 50 merkes 
To James Brydine in Bridgehouse 5 merkes 
To John Love in Ward end 20 merkes 
To Robert Blackbome in Barbnry 20 merkes 
To David Cochran in Oorsfoord 5 merkes 
To Hugh Miller in Forehouse 5 merkes 
To Hugh Walker in'Hallhill £4 
To Ninian Tarbert in Lamarnock £4 
To Mr John Sempill above designed £14, 8s. 
To Robert Chapman merchand in Glasgo^c £300 
To John Orr in Glasgow merchand 100 merkes 
ToAnapleDick£8- 

1^0 William Henderson Pror. Fiscal in Paysley £12 
To Michael Baird in Paysley 5 merkes 
To Jean Gordon in Glasgpw £30 
To John Thomson in Glasgow £10 
To Janet TuUoch there £10 
To My Lord Glassfoord 300 merks 

To Certan other Persones not mentioned £13 

• 

In Witness qrof. I have sttbd. thir presents at Castlesemple 
13 Aprill 1686 Befoir thir Witnesses^Mr Alexander Duncan 
Ministel* at Kilbirnie and the said James Steill. 

(Signed,) Robert Semfilu 



No. IX. 

DISCHASOE b« BfASDAUctr Gm<m To Hot. Skxtili. of 
EUltTOBt 24 Jtuij. 1688. 

Slid Hacdolen nliet of John SemfiU nMnhant in Edin- 
borgfa racdVed from Robert Scmpill now of BelltraM «ldwt 
•one to nmqiihill Fnaaa fiempiU of KUtraaa Tbe MHnne of 
£23 Soots owing to nmquhUl Bobnt Sem^ menhant in 
Edinbnrgh who uiigned it to mo, Mid £6 tar ^ Iwr plea to 
raooTerit do, 

Writtin be Hugh Han^ttonn Writer in Edinbnij^ son of 
nmqnhill Mr Robert Hamiltonn W. S. 

Att EdinboT^ M Janv. 1688. 

Vntnesa John SentplU mj aone and uH Hi^ Uandltontt. 



Robert Sempill of ^tr^ and Mario Pollool: erant to be In-- 
debtit to Jainea Cochrane in Howood of £2S, ailing him to 
pay the Mune to John Yonng in Howood. 

Writlin be John Sp^ of Waidhoiue At Hall of Thridpairt. 



BAND bee Beltreiw and his Ladle, To Jotnti Keu : Daitlt 
30 May 1689. 

Bobort Sempill of Beltrebe and Marie Follok spooses bnr- 
rowit &« Jonet dochter to Johne Ker in the Brnmeheid of 
Loeldnencb, All and Uaill the Mome of £50 Scots, Sus, 



i 
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Wrytine bee the said Robert Sempill of Beltreiae at Thrid- 
pairt, 20 May 1689. 

Witnesses Alexander Cochrane in Maines of Thridpairt, and 
James Ore in Drygait. 

No.xn. 

BAND be Beltreis and his Leadie, To James Cochbanx of 
£29. 9. 0, Deatit the 19 July, 1689. 

Bobert Sempill of Biltreis and Marie Pollod, spoosis, Grant 
us to be adebted to James Cochrane in Howod, the soome of 
£28. 9. 0. Soots for the pryoe of certaine golds and snfftdent 
Ait meill bocht be ni , die. We bind use to pay the said James 
Coohrane, &o. failying, be deoeise, &c. To John Young in How- 
wnd, my son-in-law, &c. 1 August, 1689. 

Writtin be John Speir of Waidhous 19 Julie, 1689. Wit- 
nesses James ConneU our servitor and Alezr. Cochrane in 
Maines of Thridpairt. 

No.XnL 

PRECEPT OF CLARE CONSTAT in Fayoum of JoQif 
Chapman in Beltrees, 9 June 1701. 

Robert Sempill of Beltrees, superior, &c. made elear to m^ 

g beltrees) that the deceased Robert Chapman, merohand, in 
lasgow, father to John Chapman, wrytter thair, bearer of 
thir presents, died sesed, &e. In all and Haill The Ten Merk 
land of Thridpairt with the Maner-Flaoe, &e. lying within thQ 
Lordship of Sempill, &c. 

A Wodset be umquhill Robert Chapman, &o. of 4000 meriEfl 
to me (Beltrees) over the Thridpairt, &c. 

(Writtin be James Steill of Muirstown wryter in Beith,) I 
have subscryved thir presents, at Camereoch in Donachodie in 
Ireland, 9 June, 1701. Thir witnesses John M'Connell, un- 
dweller, in Camereoch, and James Sempill merchand in Don** 
nochadie. 
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No. XIV. 

INSTRUMENTUM SASINJB in fayorem Robebti Sexfill 
junioris do Biltzees, 6 Mar. 1710. 

John son of John Niven in YaiMfiite, actomie and pror. for 
Bohert Sempill eldest, son of Robert Sempill of Rltrees. 

Compeired also James Houston weaver in Thridpurt Baillie 
inthatpairt. 

Said Robert Sempill having in his hands a certain Charter 
granted by Ladv Ann SempUl Lady of Sempill, superior, &c 
vith consent of Francis, Lord of Glasfoord, her husband, &o. 

WiUi ragaid to the Ten merk land of Thridpairt, &c. Re- 
serving liferents of Robert Sempill senior and Mary Pollock 
spouses of certain Parts of the 8amin« 

Reserving to the said Lady Sempill, &c. her airs, &c. aques 
obstmctionem molendini Fullonis, vulgo. Lie Walkmiln dam, 
or Inlayer of Thridpairt, cum aqusa ductu de Eert, vulgo The 
Channels of the Water of the Kert, cum libertate effodiendi 
et abducendi aqus Obstructionepi et aqu»ductum Lie Walk- 
miln Dam, and Cbannell of the Water of £ert, tarn profundum 
Bominsa Annce Sempill melius visam fuerit in omni tempore 
fntuio in perpetuum secundum tenorem Literse Dispositionis 
ftiOt, dat. et concess. per dictum Robertum Sempill in Ulorom 
favore earumque dedata 13 April 1687* 

Writtin be James Steill of Muirstoun : Apud Castrum nos- 
trum (Lady Sempill) de Sempill, 14 June, 1687. 

Witnesses James Abercromble, James Leishman, and Mr 
John Davidson, my servitors. 

Post, thir things were done, &c Coram James son of Ninian 
Tarbat in Lawmamook and John White junior in Paisley. 
Et ego vero OuHelnwis Tarbat, clericu8 &c. 
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No. XV. 

An ADVENTURE at Bdinbnigh by the Ladld of BsLTUsra, 
without date, fonnd in the Charter Ohest of Beltrees. 

Ane aooompt of the cinsiinistaiioes. 

Upon Tuesday ladt betwixt 12 and ane o'clock in the morn- 
ing came ryding to the West Port, where I fond two men 
standing without the Port, I desired them to knock at the Port, 
or call for ony within to speake to me* Upon which a person 
cam and told me the kev was at the Town- Guard. So I in- 
treated that person withm to goe to ony of the Captaines of 
the Guard and tell them my name, and that I had necessar 
busines called me to ryd so late, besyds that I choosd to travell 
in the coule of the evening rather as in the heat of the day. 
The persone went to the Guard and it seims the Captalne was 
so discreet as to send the keys to open it and let me in. Bot 
staying so long till they went the round I was weary being soe 
late and I advised and perswaded the two persones 1 met with- 
out to go round by the south syd of the wall and I wold get in 
at the Neather Bow, and prayd me to go becaus then they wold 
get in when the Port was opened to me. They told me they 
wer sojeres. I asked wher they wer quartered, and they said at 
the West Port. I asked what was the busines that tym of night, 
not only to be out of ther quarters, bot to seek to gett in to the 
Town and so go from ther quarters wanting their sojoe coat ; 
to qch. they wavered, and gave me no satisfing answer. Therfor 
for I was vpon my guard both of them said they knew me after 
they heard my name, and pretended kyndness to me. One of 
them which was discritest dropt lus way and X understood and 
conceived he was gon about the wall, yet lest they might prove 
roges I waited yet a litall longer bot mounted my horse again 
to be upon my guarde, and at last when no apeaitmce of any 
of the guard coming with the k6yes I went about ryding a 
good space befor the sojor that stayed, lest the other that I 
suposed might be befor, or any els by the way might start out 
upon me; the sojor behind calls me to ryd softly till he cam up 



and ha wold ahowe the wAj, and to get in with me. Bot hj 
no meuu wold I let him oome ap uatiU I find no person by 
the WKj. And that we wer at tbe entranoB CjeCj Fort and 
M to go throw first on and in another narrow way betwixt two 

walls Dy the Plcasani. Then I mad him pass befor (hmig 
Btill Tncortain of his design) till we cornea . to tho Naodor Bow 
Port that I Bupposod then when wo got in he might be honest. 
In gratitude to the gentleman that opened the Port so quickly 
I delighted and thanked him and took one drink of ale 'with 
him and then monntad my horse and hid the sojore go tak a 
drinke of the ale, hariiig bid the Gontleman and sojor fare- 
wello : I wont down Black friar- Wynd and about the midla 
of the Cowgate in the narrow Port theroF. It seims the sam 
sojare that cam in at the Port with mo came down some or 
othor close or way for he cornea upon my back and having no 
ahooa on bot hia stocking 1 could not heir his foet till he takes 
hold of my horae brydle vpoii which I putt my hand to draw 
my piatoll to defend myself and boat him from tho horse bot 
ha catches hold of my hand and the pistoll when I was drawing 
it thorfor with one hand I kept him from draning that pistoll 
and so enderoros to draw my othor pjstoll bot with his other 
armo he catchca hold of the other and threatened he wold 
pnil me off my horse and take my own arms to foyl my selfe. 
All this tym I asked what he meant? he s^d T was a rog and a 
tnauB ho wold have money I pray him to quit my horse brydlo 
and cary himself civily and go te my quarters with me and I 
wold give him some thing to drink. [A few worda are blotted 
out] in my pocket and tooke out a 6 p or 7 f pioc and bid him 
go drink and meit me another tyme. Bot then he rages and 
wrestOB todrawone or both oEmy pistolls bot with each hand I 
secured his hands from drawing the piatolla. And leaned down 
with my armosto secure them the better. And so when no argu- 
ment could provallo 1 erycd for any of tho guard or any els to 
assist, for ho was a rogue aeking to robe mo and to iliaarm 
me. Then when ho see a maid upon the atreit, and some look 
out at windows, he cryes out, that I was a Bobber and he had 
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apprehended me. Bot presently oomea then one of the Toun 
Qoard that was proyidentiUy neir by na I desired his help to 
get the Bojore to quit my bridle and tak his hands off my arms 
which he prayd him to do and with great difficulty (aftor our 
intreating him to go with me to my quarters or come another 
tym and I wold give him something to drink) not for any obii<* 
gation, bot it seims it was all my money and armes he wold 
have, we at last got to my quarters ; and if that person of the 
Towns Guard had not assisted he had done more prejudice 
even then all wMch I referr to him and the other witnesses 
ffor when carying him to the Guard led and commanded he 
gave me a severe blow with his fist on the oheik that eutt my 
up throw and so thought to get away, bot we catched him 
and with much adoe and more help got him to the Gnarde : 
many other circumstances may be added which for brevity I 
leive out. 

The people on the Streets and at my qrters and the main 
guarde can witness of his rude and violent cariedge with at- 
tempts on my person, if he had not been hindered. 

No. XVL 

LETTER TO SIB JAMES SEMPILL OF BELTREES. 

Bjghte Honorable Sr, havinge ynderstoode the aunswere 
which Sr Robert Cioill gave to yor. Lordshippe towchinge my 
libertie I did wrighte therevpon to the Frenche Imbassidor re* 
questing him most humblie if his honor did Intende any 
thinge against mee tendinge to the hindrance of my liberte 
that yt would please him to cause mee be called to my exa- 
mination to the end that beinge eyther founde guiltie or inno- 
oent I might be intreated acoordinglie. Whose answere was 
that as towchinge his Mr. the King of Fraunce he never had 
any thinge to laie to my oharge. And as for himselfe he had 
spoken sondrye tymes in my favour bothe to ^Ir Secretarye 
and to some others of the Councell, and that ho was readie to 



pleuure mee ia all that he ooalde. Whiche thinge being boo 
•• jt ys indede hia Lordahippe male eaaiUe perceive that 
there ahalbe no great a doo to obttune m; deliverje from this 
loathsoDH lodginge where I hare lingered boo long withont an; 
eaoM yf M Tt will please him of his kindncBse and cnr- 
terie to take the punea to bringe to an ends that which he 
bath M flaTOnrablie begone to the forthoranee whereof hia 
LordaMppe may be adrannced yf yt wonld plea» him to 
Tndentande that the onlie cause of my oominge from beyonde 
the Seas and joinge into Sootlande was the earnest desier I 
had to Tiaite my father Oaorge Campbell of Dnckett Hall or 
Stinston Bretheren and other ftrinda from whose desired pre- 
■enoe I have bine withdrawne the apace of t yeres by my so- 
iouminge and traTSlinge in fbrrtune and strange oontryes parte- 
lie in Italie partlie in Qermayaie Lorune and flraunce where I 
have not bine resident these ix yeres bat oalie Bince the last 
Christemes. AndbeingthereinPvriaeaandrieanddiTerstymes 
intreated of manie of my ffrinds. And also emestlie reqaeated 
by letters from my Parentes to retome into my native con- 
trye awarinji; mee of their goodwills and favonr. Wherevppon 
haringe obtayaed licence of my Superiora to accomplishe theiro 
desiers I began my voiage the monethe of August goinge from 
Parrice to Nevhaven with my ffellowe compagnion religious of 
my owne oider who was appointed of oor Superiors t« accom- 
puiy mee in my voiage Bucho being the cuBtome of our Older 
to goo two and two ttweather thinkinge there to have bad the 
eommodytie of some Bcottisha Shippe therein to have sailed 
into Sootlande but beinge there for wante of Shippinge ftat- 
tratod of our deaiare trora thence wee wente to Depe and so 
fbrthe slonge the cost syde to Callice where at last findinge no 
Shippinge for to serve onr tume wee did conclude to goo from 
Callice to England and from thence straighte w^a into Scote- 
lande And before Ood this was our oneliemynde and intencioii 
entondinge no WEues to Boioum or ren^ne in this Gealme much 
lessQ to meddle with matters of estate. Wherefore I most 
humblie crave his Lordshipps &Toarable ffimdebipp* lo be. 
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eontynewed towards mee in followinge ibrthe the sate of my 
wonted liberty and in sendinge mee to my Native Gontrye 
where I wilbe readie to stande to the Lawes and gracious will 
of my Soveraigne Prince the Kinge of Scotelande nothinge els 
but here takinge my leave of your Lordshippe I pride God of 
his goodnes graunt you the perfect accomplishment of all your 
good desires ffrom the Marshalsea the zxijth of Novembre 
1599. 

Your Honors most humble Orator 

Jhone Camtbell.* 

(Indorsed) 
To the Right Honorable 

Sb. James Semple 

of Beltrees Imbassidor 

for the Kinge of Scotlande. 



No. XVII. 

LETTER TO SIR JAMES SEMPILL. 

Sib, — If I douted no more the daungers of our frequent In- 
telligences, then the cooling of thair aSectiouns to the honest 
man yow wrote of, I had long synce prevented your importuning 
of me with the lyik impeshments not of papers only, but even 
of my owen presence : but suche is the tyme, that as itt eclip- 
seth boith, it must ezcuiss boith ; a tyme (as yow wrote) for 
captions, that those of whome this tyme is not worthie, are 
therein captivat; and (if men myght in such tym vss liberall 
speaches) J wolde say no les, then my affectiouns wer thereby 
captives : But ineugh of this. 

I thank yow hartly for yowr Tra^call, Frenshe, Satyre, and 
Salt, Frenshe Tragoedie : and also of yowr occurences of Sr 



♦ From the Wodrow MSS. 



Aallioaja Sheriey.* Ood gnat ftU galmnA apriits ndi gilutd 
fortunes. 

I wold TM Ilia benr ofcen toward* jow if I had pnrpoua, 
bnt hjling the oaeeaiitie of mater, I woM not on« mnu war 
marked to haont mnehe bwth onr compaoTei in ordinare ni«- 
nor, jDor honorable afiectioiuiB 1 most bait); embrace, and (as 
oocuioun shall present) shall not faill to aqoTte thame. Yosr 
seirices to him who is capable of thame, and hath alreadje 
found the fruits thenof, and (as I hope) shall :nBTer fbrget 
thame. Bnme, or ratarue the presents, as 70W best pleasa, 
least thess ill masked crphera decjphre their maister, &nd so I 
end. 

VouTS ener one-t 



' Tlia hmona Sir Anthony Bhirlef , vho, Kcor^ing to Lord Eailes, 
«u a partiuo of Spain, >ble, insinnatinit. folie. Hii nagoUatious vith 
Kinc Jamw mn nndenitaod to b« still in US. His TnTcli in Peraia, 
RaHia, Torkar, Spain. Ac, were printed in lEOl, 1E07, IG09, ud 1613, 
and an iBtereating review of tliem will be tonnd in the " Hetroaptctive 
Beilaw," T<iL iL pp. 351, b. 

t FromihaWoannrMSS.— WodrowMTiiiiaHB.BOt*— TbiaR«enis 
A.Boyd,BiriiDpof Argyla, To Sr. Ja. Sample. — [Andrew Boyd, natural 
MB to the Lord Boyd, ww BUap of AiSTi* from 16U to 1637.] 



J. A W. Paibkwh, Pbintbrb, Eihnbdr«k. 



\ 



This book should be returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 



1 



THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
AN OVERDUE FEE IF THIS BOOK IS 
HOT RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY 
OH OR BEFORE THE LAST DATE 
STAMPED BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF 
OVERDUE NOTICES DOES NOT 
EXEMPT THt^BORROWER FROM 
OVERDUE 





^iiii"iiiii!i'iT'iiiiin'! 
11 II 

44 018 800 409 



